
April 20 . 1968 

De~r Fr a nc ois : 

I am so sorr y not t o have ans we r ed your l e tter of Marc h 2lc t s oo~ r , 
b ut s eem to ha ve so much work t o d o . This , of c ourse , 1s no excuse as I 
know your days sre much :m ore strenuous t him mi ne . We have just r etur ned 
fr om a trip to t h e Universit y at Reno where I gave a demons t r a tlon and 
revi ewed the coll ·:: ctt ons of t he Srri iths on i an survey of t he St a te . The y 
reglly ha d s ome fanta.stlc material . At the l ec tur e , I showed some slides 
i nclu·j i..rnr your maki ng t he bi ,;, r.1rt t f a ct . The c r owd was really thr1 lled . 

Swsnson was h e re yesterday and stay'?-d. ove rnig ht in your t r aile r -
i t will a l wr;i.ys be yours for .9.ny t l l'.1e y0u c a n use 'l.t . We t old Swanson 
th S\ t t here t<Ias a possibility tha t you may c ome naxt ye,J.r and he is reall y 
del i ghted and hopes . s.s we d o , t ha t DeniR a wi l l a lso c ome . I f ~rou do c ome 
we should. a l l o w- tl ·ue to go to Gla ss Butte where we can j ust wal l m,i 1.n 
obs i d i 0n . 

Th is S pring , Sw&ms on p l a ns t o take s orr:e of t he crew f r om I SU and 
we wi 11 al l g o to Gl a ss But te sxld oake some T.:1ovles of t he quarry- st tes and 
photog r e.phy the p r eps.r at i on of blanks a.nd pr,3for ms . Do whi e h y0u c ould be 
here t o go with us for t hen we could ge t you on film d oi ng s ome of y our 
fi.ne percussi on . 

ff9ve you t r i ed t he new bladema king t e c hnique I me nti oned 1n my l a s t 
l e tter . Swa~son i s rea lly exc ited a bout it , a s tt s eems t o exple\n the 
edg e ~r ound cobbles wh i c h ha ve pr,vious l y be en des crl ood. in t he l i t e ratu r e 
here as being milling stones . I f ke do furthe r r ~searc h on t h i s , then 
th-~ se so- Ntll ed edge g r 0und c obble s may have bet:1n a pe r c us s ion i mpl e me nt 
and Lnd.i c ':'l.te I':!. bla 1 e industry i n certain s i tes . Woul l i ke t o have you 
do s ome wor k on t his tec hn i que and g ive me your i 'Ilpre s s i on . 

When I d i s c overed t hl ci technique , I was using a 1 '1:rge flB.t pebble ; 
pushin9; downward and 0ut ward , much ., s , i· e d td when ma k i ng t he Co rb1ae c ores . 
I had t he c. ore on a wooden bloc k and v;i th t hi s tec hni q ue re moved seve r a l 
nice , s mall bladelets wh ich ca me off wi thout hingin~ . · So then I sl l ~htly 
rounded t he ed..'se of the c o!."e and s tr u.c lr with t he fla t edge of the c obble 
( 9b ut stx t nc~~s lon~ ) with the f l a t sur f ace just t ouc hi ng t he p latfor m. 
When mo.king t he pass , I pushed the flattened pebble i nto t l-ie c ore and t t 
re•no v~s a fi n e fl a t b l ade with a g ood t e r mtna t \. on and almost no pl 3t f or m. 
I have even mttde ~ pol yhedrRl c ore t h i s way . I s t ill need a lot of 
p ractice and h=1ve only been makinp; si ngle r i dged blades . But t he me t ½od 
has poss i biliti e s . When obs t d i an is used , the cobble tool s h o11ld be of 
fairl y soft st one . I do hope t hc.l.t y ou will fin time t o try t his ut':3 t l'1 od 
a s you are s o muc h more accu r3te at s t r i k i ng than I a m. The anvil is 
most 1 raport an,;t and s eems to l e ssen t he amount of forc e needed t0 remove a 
bls·i,~ . ThA d<:!trtc hed. t) l A.d.~s Rre smooth on the -,rent r a.l stde with 11.ttle 
or no uniulqt\ons . 

Ti t mus f.'. und t he but t e nd of an a bsolut ly beaut i fu l Fol,3om on 
'r-1. mmer·nar, hi.11 ( neax· where we hunt ed h qmmerstones on the way t o Sun Via.l le:v ) 
and S '.'3 i d t he s1 t e seemed t o be a workshop . 8ve l yn and I p la.n to g o up 
t h-e r e Tue s day ( wes t her p~r--1i t t lng ) and s urvey t he si t e . Wi ll J e t you know ~ 
t he results . ~ 

N 
I have n ' t forgotten the opa l I pr0m1 s ed you c-.i.nd. hope to .get one c ut ~Ji 

s ~on . Your pap~r on the op-n s i te ts a b~a utiful piece of work . I d o -~ 
envy you your wrlti n·:r, 3bi.li ty . I :-wuld 'be :::nora t han pl e a. s ed t o h .., v e a c opy 
of La ve r mirH"! du Li on . To answe r your q11.~sti r>n - we did not r e c e i ve t rie 
Sc ienc e F'i c ti0n . S·;anson s a id he r 2 c eived e batc h of pap~ rs r om you , bu t 
l1·➔ d not r evie iaed t'1e •ri V"'t - 1··r v in><: 1· ,, 1",,.,, 'S ? V"O n"'I t~h o c ;:1n r ead Freno i1 
ii1.Vd nu -r r e 0-r,gr'i8 t.') n.~r1S " Jnj keep vt; ;-d;~1-~{n(T ;.:,; r e t. t~ rnt/i ?: to I da.:-10 • .. • 

S i_ ne '1re l y , Do 


