
July 16, 1968 

Dear Fr a ncois : 

Pl ease accept my apologies for be i ng so slow i n answ -•ri ng your 1t1os t 
i nteresti ng letter and for t he wonderful book . I ha ve be en a way fr om home 
and saw many of your very good friends . Went t o t ~e Univ . of Ariz. then to 
t he Gras shoppe r site , t hen to Mar i e ' s di g a t Ke r sey . Then ba c k home for a 
we e k and then went to Burns , Oreg on to do t he quarry film . I am really ttred 
out now and don 't see h ow you get s o many t hings done . Wish I had. your sys t em . 
Thanks aga i n for t aki ng y our va luable t i me to do the pape r for Tebiwa . Swanson 
has it f or edi ting , but is on va c 3,ti on now, but he is thril l ed with the p~pe r. 

I a m en joying Stella He nders on , the mi ners , and V1e _prostitutes . It is a 
gre a t book . But , by far , t he mos t i mportan t th ing is your n ew book , 111rhe Old 
Stone Age" , truly t he mos t wonderful g ift I have ever recei ved. . IT IS GRr.I:AT/ 
The be s t eve r publ is h e d . I feel su.re t hat it wi l l be " r equired" r e'ld ing for all 
students on this s i d e of t he pond . It cannot he l p but ~ea financil q success, 
for eve r yone I t el l about it i mmed i a t e ly jots down t he publ ishe r's name and 
plans t o orde r severa l c opi es . One of our loca l doct ors is ask i ng our town 
book s tore t o order copi e s t o sell here . whe n Den i se has he r Mode rn Prehis tory 
trans l a t ed , t he Un ive rsiti es of t he world will look to t he Borde s for a ny 
informa tion on t he Pr eh i s t or y o f t he Old World . I do hope t hat t h i s success ful 
publica t ion will reli eve you of sonie of the pressur es and th c-i. t you both will 
have a li t tle more time for yours e lves and your l ove ly f am i l y . 

So on , I shall be sending you some obsidi sm which you will love . It i s a 
"Peacock " obsid i 9.n f rom Central llle xi co tha t has the c olor of Peacock f :~8. thers -
you wi ll kn o1>J" when you see it . The p i e c es are small but r-J orthwhile and , as I 
get time , I a m s aw i n g some for you . You will really enjoy work ing t his st one. 
Am planning to send some to Tix ie r, also . 

Re c e ived the nice postcard from you and t he Bi nford.s - a nd the picture 
s h owed our h ot e l in Bordeaux . I kn ow y ou a r e enjo,yi.ng th,~ delig htf ul Binfords 
a nd a m sure t he Summer will g o e ntire l y t oo fast . The c ard brought bac k memorie 
of t he happy time in France and I do h ope we c an come bac1<: s ome day . ~ve are 
s u.re savi ng our pennies with t h is i n mind . 

Your remar ks about t he compute r a re II classi c " and s}10u ld be sta1npe d on 
each and ~ ve r y machine manufac tur ed . - wh ich b ri ngs us bac k to Wilmsen . Dr . 
Emi l Haury of t he Univ . of Ar izona wrot e t o him and told him o f s o'Ile of my 
crit ici sms of h is t hesis. Wilmsen r epli ed t ha t he would s pe nd a week with you 
in Sept embe r wl--i ich wou l d g ive him a good beg i nning i n knapp i '1g . Any time spent 
wit h y ou will be i n valuab l e t o hi m and. I a m s ur e th3 t he wil l find th0. t t h is 
knapp i ng is some t h i ng one does n ot l ear n i n a week . He i s really a nice young 
man with a lot on t h e bal l a nd I know y ou will i mpress on h i n t he i mportance of 
t he var i abl e s i n kna pping and not to judge eve rythi n g on p latf or ms . He mi ght 
e ve n dele t e suc h se n t ences a s "The amoun t of percussi on f orce is probably a lso 
i mportant 11 • I hope between us t hat TIJe c an he lp t h is l ad , f or he i s ve ry bright 
a nd has a r eal in tere s t i n l l t 11i c s , bu.t jus t needs a g r ,~ate r understanding . I f\' 
will see h i m in Wash i n~ton in Oct obe r and will also do my b it. 

• I t h i n k we g ot a nic e s ~ort film of ~uarryin~ and prel im t narv pr epar a tion ~ 
of mat eri a ls at t "1e Burns , Or eg on s ite . We wen t to Gl ass Butte , but i t l ooke d ~ 
li ke t "ie cit y dump yard , due t o t he roc k h ounds gat her i n s i:iat e ri 9 l and le c.1 ving ~ 
t heir c a mping garbage behind - s o we did a l l t he fi l m work a t Burns , whi ch , 
f ortu.n 3.t ely , has n ot been d i s c ove red by t he "hou nds~ ye t. We found t wo quarry 
sites a nd I got s e veral l umps of obsidi a n - one we i ~h i ng 350# - so when , and if 
you c ome next Spring we c a n r ~al ly make a g i an t tool . Eve l yn hunted a rtifa cts 
for us and g ot about 60 pound s of hand.axes , blades , lance points and one core. 
The y r eally W- re work i n~ t h9 r e . I d o hope when you r 9 turn t ha t vou wil l be 
a ble to visi t t h i s site be for·3 it , t oo , is r u ined . Evelyn found t ri i s r eport on 
the Leakey site wh ich s he t hought mi ght be of int e rest t o you . I a c so sorry 



tha t Clark Howell declare d firml y tha t t h ose horrible lumps of r oc ks 
were "~an made '' f or I just do n ot f ee l tha t the y are. You , li k e mvse lf , 
f oun d. some questionable flake s but I still feel thq t statistically in 
3 mud fl ow fan of t hA t s iz2 t ha t tl1 is is v e r v possible . I b e lieve t hey 
p l an a symp osium s ome time this year and maybe somc: t h ing c an b e r e s olved 
a t tha t ti me . 

I have just fi n is hed tlie paper on t he " edge 's r ound 11 c obbl e tech . 
and wi 11 send you a c ouy as s ·,on as I p;e t t ',e drawi :1 ,,; s marl e . I r eally 
want you t o try th is for you a r e so muc h better anrl so muc h mor e a ccurate 
tha t I a c1 a t IH rcussi on . It r eal l y p roduc es a beautifL1l blade and g i..ve s 
a def i nite pattern t o t he hammerstone . Wil l sen d it as soon as I c an . 

We a r e still hoping t h a t you will be able to c ome t o Ariz ona next 
year . M9 rie is p lannin~ to hav e a conference at Tempe and it would be 
so <; r e a t and s o neces s a r y t o have you. t h'; re . She is als o p l annir!g t o 
bring i n t wo other fl i ~t knappe rs whi c h I a ~ sure you wi ll wan t to meet . 

8ave a n ice Summ9 r and g i ve our bes t t o Den i se and t h e family and 
t he '1 l t1c k y" Bin fords . 

Bi en amicalement , 
Yours v9 r y t r uly , 

Don :!; . Crabtree 
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