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Plea se excu s e t he long s ilence. I ha ve had s01ne busi. ne s s intere st 
t ha t r1a v e de r18. nded a ll my time and n ttention . 

I will try lt:nd exp l ain t l1e u se of t be ground p l a tform surf 11. ce . In 
orde r to de t a c :h b l a des by pressure fr om a po lyhedra l c ore , one must 
roughe n t he surfa ce to preve nt t he px•essure tool from slipping , as 
one has to apply outwar d a s well ns downward pressure. The gri nding 
or roughing up is not ne cessa r y t o make a c onica l c ore , a s t he ang le 
of t he surfuce is sucb t hat t he pressure tool will n ot s l i p . 

1.'Vhe n I manufa cture a l cnceo l e te tool, I grind t he ed ge s lightly to 
remove t he t h i n edge tha t wou l d crus h under pressure before the flake 
wa s deta ched . TJ1is grinding also gives a uniformity t o the edge of 
t h e artifr-1ct s o t}1fl t t :1-' e p l s tforrns are a1 ·1 t he s ame , t hereby producing 
uniform flaki ng . 

The he a t::i.ng of t he quartz f amily minerals reduces the s:i. ze of t he· mi cro 
crystals . Tbis change t a kes place a t be t ween 350 and 4,50 de grees 
Fahrenhe it . The materia l t hen has a. r::i ore g r a ss-li ke qua lity and a much 
·sh arpe r ed6 o . Also ., t he stone i s t h en more fle xible and loses some of 
its touglme ss . Since I t alked wit}, you , I now fi nd t:h a t s0:c1e quart::dte 
rna y be alte r e d a nd we ll-controlled par a llel f iake s removed . 

t ha ve been vrnr king to try t o pr oduce t be Danish Dage;er a n d Egypti~.n 
b l ade technique s and have l,ad some success/, but t re fi na l results a re 
:tn t he future . 

At my meeting with Dr . Bordes in Berkeley I had t he p l ea sure of mee t i ng 
Betty and De s mond Cl a r k . 'l'h is is a ve r y deligh tfu l c ou p le and we a re 
h appy to cnll t he m friend s . Francois a nd I :m ade fl movie t her e on t he 
various techniques of knapping and t h is film wi l l be avai l able t o t he 
unive r sities e i t her by renting or f or sale . If you a r e intere sted , 
De s mond can gi ve you t he full particulars . 

Tomorrow , I leave to join Earl Swans on a t his d i g in t h e primitive 
ar.ea of t h e Lost Rive r Con .. ntry of I d&ho. I look f or wsr•d to my visit 
wi t h h i m and to giving a le c ture and demonstrati on to the student s . 
Tl11.is shou ld be a most inte r c sting site , f or h e is r e c overing s om.e go od 
pale o indian ma teria l . Wi ll be looking forward t o h is publica tion on 
t J1 i s dig . 

P,i.gain , excuse me 
i n t he future , I 
knapping ., p l ea se 
give . 

f or t he de l ay in answering your questi ons and , if , 
car be of any he l p to you in supp l ying informati on 
do not hes i t a t e to wr i te to me for whateve r help I 

Dincerely , 

Don E . Crabtre e 
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