
Routo l, ~x 210 
Kimbarly, ID BJYH 

May 10, 1980 

Roe D. Crabt.r.,e 
&.st 1161) l,1,th Av~nue 
Spokane, Washington 99206 

Dear Roe; 

I certainly enjoyed our oonvarsation by telephone and also the receipt 
of the very excellent photos of the obsidian implement. To date I have 
seen nothing like this particular object. 

From the notehes, and t.he positions of the notches, it certainly 
suggests a method of hafting that is similar to a tomahawk or hatchet. 
To describe any specific function remains a question. The pointed end 
on one side has a flalce detached that may have resulted from i mpac t . 
The opposi t e end shows no chipping due to functi on. 

The artifact. t hat most nearly resembles the one of yours, only it is 
much smaller, i s what is called the Texas side-not ch. Supposedly i t 
was hafted on t he end of a shaft and used as a hook, and legend has it 
that that particular type of hafting was used to hamstring buf falo. 
'fha man suppos$<Uy WP,, M disguished as a. wo l f O'f!' coyote and was accepted 
into the herd of buf f alo . He could sever a hamstring and then lat er 
kill the buffalo by a blow with a stone hammer. 'fhi s, of courso, 1nay 
be nothing but supposttion. 

There is lit tle question that this artifact was h&fted across t he 
median from both lateral m3rgins, and the notches would serve to 
hold tha bindi ng more firmly. It is ind eed a unique aboriginal 
artifact.and in the future should I observe any occurrence or 
description of a similar piaoe, I will be more than happy to pas s on 
the information. 

It was so nice to make your acquaintance, and I do hope that ~e will 
be able to meet sometime in the near future. 

:00:wt 

Sincerely yours, 

I.bn Crabtree, D. Sc. 
Research Associate in Prehistoric 

Technology 
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