
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORN IA 

Mr Don Crabtree , 
Route 1 , 
KI MBERLEY . Idah o . 

Dear Mr Crabt re e , 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

10th Ma rch , 1965 . 

I am writing to ask i f you would be interested i n taki ng pa rt 
with Francois Bordes in a f ilm on stone worki ng techni ques wh i ch we 
h ope to make here between mi d- April and mi d- May with a g r an t f rom 
t h e Na ti onal Sci ence Founda tion . The f ilm wi ll be de s i gned t o 
show the ma in Palaeoli thic a nd l ate r methods of worki ng stone by 
percuss ion and pressure - or , rathe r , the ways in wh i ch recent e t h
nogr aphy a nd experiment indicate t ha t the r esults could ha ve been 
produced . 

Francois Bord es and h i s wi fe will be over here then and the 
opportun i ty i s too good to miss as we believe tha t there will be 
great interest i n a film of this kind . He ha s especially a sked 
t ha t we should try to persuade you to join us a nd demon s tra te pressure 
f l aki ng techni ques a nd we would be del i gh ted i f you would be able to 
spend a week or , i f nece s sa r y , a day or t wo l onger a nd take par t in 
discu s s i on and work on the demons t rat ion . 

I recently read your paper on the heat i ng of f l i nt prior to 
pre ssure f l aki ng wh ich I found mo s t i n terest ing and I very mu ch look 
forward to meeting you . Certa inly t h e Pine Sprin ma teri a l from 
southern Wy omi ng , exca vated by Floyd Sharrock , bears out wha t you 
say ab out heat i ng and it i s a lso po ss ible t ha t t his may be the ex
plana tion for th e g loss tha t i s present on a pe rcentage of Magosian 
i mplemen ts f rom Africa , where I worked for s ome 23 years be fore coming 
h ere . 

We sha ll not know of fic i a lly from N. S . F . wh ether we ha ve t he 
money f or another 2- 3 weeks but we bel:ieJe we shall get it . I have 
asked t hem for $500 to cover your participation - a ir tra vel , board 
and l odg ing and an hono ra rium . I hope tha t this wi ll meet you r 
expenses and t ha t you will agre e to come . The Bo r de s arrive about 
the 19 th, pril so , unle ss you ha ve a ny defini te prefe r ence , I would 
suggest the l as t week in Apri l, begi nning of May f or your visit . It 
would be a g rea t plea sure to mee t you as I have been int ere sted in 
s tone technology f or a long whil e now a nd hav e done some exper i mental 
work w~ th hard roc ks in southe rn f rica . 

Would you like to send down a suppl y of t he f lint or cher t with 
wh ich you usua lly work? We ha ve ob s idi an here , of course , a nd I can 
get a suppl y of Farmington chert wh ich va ries much as to f a cility 
of f r a cture . I a sked Francois if he would like to send over some 
Bordeaux flint but I think he vli. 11 tru s t to wha t we can provi de here . 



I hav e $100 to cover the cost of collec ti ng r a w material for this 
f i lm s o if you would like to send down some good quality flint or 
other ston e that you use the costs could be covered from this sum , 
wh i ch I trust will be suffic i ent . 

I ~uch look forward to hear i ng from you . 

With best wishes , 

Yours s i ncerely , 

J . Desrnond Cl~ 
Professor of Anthropol oPy . 
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