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Both Evelyn and I want to t hank you a nd Betty f or an enJoyable t wo weeks 
in Berkele y . It was certa inly a plea sure t o mee t you both and we wiJ.1 
t h ink of you a s our ve ry good f riends. The picture Evelyn to ok of you 
and Be tt y turned out beautifully and she is having a copy made off t r.e 
slide t o send t o you and we will hope t ha t your ma il is be ing forwar ded 
t o Africa s o t ha t you ca n ge t t hi s photo. 

'.'fu ile I vm. s at Berkeley , Dr. ·Nashburn a nd I discussed t 1., e fine wor k t hat 
Werner Gre n i s do i ng i P t }, e ca sting of b ones in n l a stic. It occurred t o 
us t hat t r,e ca sting of a rt ifa cts for purposes of typeology and t e ch nology 
i dentifica t ion would oe of gr ea t value t '.J tr1 e Dr of ession. As you r e r11ember, 
you and I al so discusse d t r1 is and wl7a t be a ring i t wou l d ha ve and what a 
help t he se ca sts wou l d he in inte r pr eting t he va ri ous t e cr ni que s a nd t he ir 
distribution in ti rrie and s pace. 

I have ~iven t h is ma t ter f ur t her t :hougr,t a nd belie ve t ba t your's a nd Dr. 
Washbur~ 's s ugge sti on s re ga rdi ng t he s e ca sts would not on l y benefit t he 
profess i on , but would als o be of i mmen se he l p t o students a nd wou l d p e r­
mit t he m t o actually i n s pe ct and c ompa r e t he mos t di a gnostic t ype spe c i me ns 
rather t han basing t :heir c onclusions on just p:b otos, measurements, weigr: ts 
or f or m. • · 

We have all be gan to r ea li ~e t ha t we ca nno t interpret or identify an 
artifa ~ by for m or we i gh t~ and >nea sureMents a l one , but must seri ous l y 
con sider t he sur fa ce chara cte r and t e chnique s be f ore we can pr oper ly 
pl a ce any point in a gi ven ca tegor y . 

The Clovis is a cla ssi c e xample of t he i mp orta nce of surfa ce char a c ter. 
At t he c onference a t Les Eyzi e s ; t he a ttendants br ought a numbe r of 
flu t ed point s f ro-r:r. different geogra ph ical a.reas .of Nor t h America. Each 
wa s different in f or m and s i ze - r a nging fr om a li ' tle over one -half 
i nch to a l most e i g:r t i ncl7 e s i n length. Nume rous modes of manufa c ture 
we re evident , a s we l l a s diffc: rent me t hods of de t a cl;ing t r,,e channel fla ke. 

':J}l en I r e t urned fr o1 :1 t h ? conference, · I d is cussed with Dr. Barl Swansor.. 
t he problem of determining ·.VHHT IS A CLOVIS? ''Je furthe r discus sed t he 
i mpor tance of bringing toge t her such an a s semblage of points for pur­
pose s of t ype ology . Since it i s next t o i mposs ible t o a sse rr~le such a 
wide array of nc tua l a rti f'u cts, we f e lt t lie onl y alterna tive was t o have 
reproducti on s made in t he f or m of a ccura te p l a stic cas ts. 

Swan s on is novv havi ng t hi s done on s or!le Clovis mat erial found near Fair­
fi e ld, Idaho, a s the artifa cts f ound t here a re the priva t e property of 
Wm. D. Simon. This particula r collection of Clovis artifa cts is so 
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different t han a ny we had s t ud i e d previ ous ly t ha t we felt it imp ortant 
to h ave t ne c a sts made for t }~e a rch ive s . Should We rner - Gren do t h is 
work , t he casting of ma terial now i n priva te c olle c t ions wou ld ma ke 
available t o archae o l ogy mu ch t ha t 'ra s be eri unseen in t ri e pa st . 

:"V}lat is true of Cl ovis is a ls o true of our va rious ot her a rtifa ct s and , 
if , ' i n t ta future , we could have p l a stic ca sts of t h e c lassi c t ype p oints 
and t he i r vari a ti ons , I believe t }1 i s would be of grea t help t o Kr e:tge r 
and Swa n s on i n 'Nha t t hey a re t r y ing t o a cc omp lish in t ypeology . 

Furt he r - by u ~ing p l a sti c c a sts , t he a r t i f a c ts c ould be p l a c e d s i de - by­
s i d e and t he simula r i tie s or differen ce s CQ..'llpar e d a nd noted . For pr oper 
ana l ysis, one must c ompare a n d int e r pre t t e ch nique s used in t heir pr o - · 
duct ion wit h t he he l p of a magnifyi ng g lass t o examine t he manne r of 
f l a ke r e mova l , s equan ce . of fla kes and the vurious de t e rmining fact or s 
whi c h I have shown j_ n t he out l ine I l ef t with you wren I was i n Be r keJey . 
Tris out l ine is embr yonic and wa s f or my pers ona l use and I shou ld h a ve 
exp l a ined i t to you . 

If Universi t ie s had a ccess t o such a c o lle c tion of p l a s t i c ca sts ilhowing 
t lie de vi a ti ons and vari ous te c h n i ques , I think !his would p r oduce " uni f or m 
t hi nki n g and u nd erstunding and we c ou l d then establi sh a definite t ype ­
ol ogy whioh would n ot only he l p in t eac hing , but would a l so be of be ne f i t 
t o t h e many papers wr i t te n each year , ena bling t he readers to defi ni tely 
unde rstand exact l y ~ ,a t t ype of a r tifa c t t ~e write r was des cr i b i ng . 

I 

Thank y~u: aga in for your ho s p i tali t y a nd I d o. h ope t ha t I wi 11 have trie 
p l e a s ure and opp or t unity of working wi t h you i n t he f uture . 

I am s endi ng y ou a l i t t le pac kage cont aining a hou se war ming ·gift - a cas t 
I made f r or1 t he ori ginal pie c e of pre -c olumbi a n art. Since · t h is may not 
arr:i'. ve b efore you le a ve for Afri ca , I will h ope t ha t you wi ll make a r­
r a ~ ge ment s to h o l d you r pa ckag? s for your r '3 t u rn . 

P l ease ext end 'LY sin ce r e t ha nks t o your sta ff and t re camera de nar t rient 
and a c ce pt my good wi she s f or your succ e ss i n your work in Afri c a . 

Sincere l y , 

Don E . Crabt ree 
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