
Notes on a LITHIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM AND LABORATORY 

It is the purpose of establishing a long range program to provide 

much needed information regarding the prehistory of man from his use of 

stone implements , their diagnostic features, their stages of manufacture 

and the resulting by-products. More than 99 .5i of mans existence is represented 

by lithic artifacts and only in rare circumstances are perishable 

materials discovered resisting the ravages of time. The flake scars on the 

artifacts and the flakes removed are to be compared to fingerprints, no 

two are exactly allike, yet they reveal an untold variety of distinctive 

technological attributes, These attributes provide the historian with 

information on mans past behaveral patterns through time and space. fflif 

Since the Conference on lithic technology held in Les eyzies , France there 

has been accelerated interest universally on the techniques of stone tool 

manufacturing and only through continued research and experiment will some 

of these most important questions about mans past be understood . 

Some sugested needs for a continued program in lithic technology is 

the establishment of a laboratory for the use of the professional and the student . 

A library of assorted raw materials from all major aboriginal quarries and 

a geological study of occurances and the movements from the sour~e to its 

terminus . Respons e to thermal alteration . Thermolumenesence test of aboriginally 

heat treated material . Continued experiments and refinements of understanding 

stone fracture . A library of aboriginal tools and flakes and those produced by 

experiment. A collection of aboriginal fabricators to be associated with the 

diverse technologies. A study of abrasives and abraisive materials relatedto 

platform preparation, neolithic ground tools and assorted aboriginal lapidary 

skills. 

See attached page for equiptment . •. 



Teaching Lab : 

Amphitheater Classroom 
Closed circuit television (exqminatton & demonstratl0n) 
Opaaue Projector 
Screen , slide and move r:iroject:;or 
Podiu~ , bl~ckboard , pointin~ liTht . 

Ci rculqr low- ·-.r-i. lled san or sawdust fi l l~d fl>1ki 11q; pit . 
Vari"''1l~ low S88tincr grr:mnd the oqri:neter . 
Sp3ciAl wire rakes for re~ovin~ detritus 
3ulk 3tor0 re for lithlc 'D.9.teriql (student us3) 
Loc~ed st~r1~e bins for 9Xotic , domqst\c an~ forei~~ ~qtar i als . 
18" or lAr.rs 0 r qutorntic feed di~n"0nd sstw 
6 11 :H·1:n')nd tri'Il saw 
Oven with ovr0n1qt-~r , t'1~r•1ost;tt 'J.nd auto,: ~tic tir1~rs 
work bench'for q<;chqnic""'l testtn..,; 
FillnY stor3~9 ror ~rtif9cts a~i flak9s mA1e by 3x1~riq~nt~l tqchnl~ues 
Stora~e for varieties of heated and unheat~d M•teri•ls 
3torq~e: individual and bulk stor1•e of fqbrlcltin~ tools (ha=~•rstones, 
antl-=:r , clamps , qnvils (wood , stone) etc . ) 

Ltthic ~rApar9tion Lab: 

Complete photo equipr:1ent 
Draftin~ equipment and t~~le 
Opaque projector for drawing; soecimens - Die;- h 0 s on9 
Scanntn1 ~icroscope 
Btnocul~r Microscope 
T3.'l,l8s f'0r stl1(1.Y 8nd sortln:c s-rectmens - experlrnent8-l qyy'J 37Jnri<ri'1al 
Functlonql testing m.edi~ 
Stor7 7 C for tvoe speci~ens - Rbori~in~l and ex1?~t~~ntal 
Stor"vre f'or C8Sts , flql<:es bl<1des snd 8rtif:-icts - 9Xperi ,ental ":t'1ii qbori 7l"1r:il 
Castin~ equipment 
Offices f~r cur~tor , staff and students 
Li brarv of li t'1ic technolocry referenco,s 
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