PARTIAL STUDY' OF PRESSURE FLAXING
. AND ANALYSIS OF FLAKRE CHARACTER

Fer purpeses of & better study ef the flake character of flintknapping in
pressure werk, I have used elices of tabular, diamend-sawed slabs of stene
in the fellewing experiments. Chiefly I used obsidian, hecause this stone
permits better and cleser study of the flalke character and alse shews mere
detair in phetegraphy., Sawed blanks were used because they have a certain
unifermity and will net divert the attention frem the study eof the flake
character, " Had bls experiment been dene en a preperly fermed artifact, I
felt the attention would be en the shape of the poipt rather than a careful

analysis of the flake character,

The fellewing experiments are dene te show that the surface ofeg artifact/may

preve te be as diagnestic as the form er hafting metheds.

There are multiple ways of cpplying pressure te flint-like materials. Pressure

is used te establish platferms, to preduce uniferm edges and te ultimately
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remove pflakes in a uniform menneg. The manner in which pressure is applied

will preduce a distinctlve type of flake er flake scars on the artifact.
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When pressur applied te flint-like materials, tre flintworker should pre-

duce a series of uniform flakes, as the material used in making the teel has

certaln mechanical ané physical preperties that remain the same,
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énly the flintwerker is variable. Uniferm flakes can be preduced if pressure
if applied teo the flint-like meterials en ex actly the same platferm, applying
the same dewnward pressure, the same outward pressure, J the same pre-
established ridge is follewed te guide the flake, the same fellow-thru, the
same f muscular reactlen te guide the flake, the same spacing, the same angle
in relatien te the paint and base, the same angle in rélation te the edge and
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the median line and &% =XxXxE® surface 1s uniferm.

The fellewing experiments are te shew that there i1s a methed ef helding and
applying pressure to create a series of flakes and flkke scars that have

identifyable charscteristics similar te these made by prehisteric steneworkers.

I have feund in my many years of flintwerking that I have develeped a certain
muscular develepment and inveluntary muscular reactiens that respend froem
habits ané rhythm. These habits and rhythm preduce an artifact that will
identify the maker. For me to change these inveluntary reactions ﬁould require

much self centrel, effert and time.
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attempbing te change,
would be te try te replicate the varieus inherent metheds of the past stone-

weorker.,

I have been self-trained and have develeped a certain identifyable technique,
but as I attempt te duplicate the defined skills ef groups ef ancient people,

taught by the father-toe-sen or mether-te-daughter methed, I find that many of
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their té8chniques are even mere sharply defined than my ewn. In Idahe, we are

fortunate teo have had a variety of past flintwerkers using many different

metheds te study as medels, Some of the examples of experimentation may er

may net have been their métheds, but the character of the flakes and the

flake scars appear te be the same. The flaked surface of an artifact may be

cempared te an analysis of hendwriting, such as the slant, spacing, teuch

ané metheds of teel helding. ’
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