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On the stone i ork of the Plateau Shoshoneans , the foll owing 
s tateme nt by Powell merits being r escued from i ts r e c ondit source : 

The obsidian or other s tone of w}1t c h the implemen t is to be 
made i s first selacted by b r eaking up l arger masses o"' t he rock 
and c hoos1ne; t hose w',ich exhibit the fract ure desired aY1d whi c h 
a r e f r ee of fla1,rs ; t hen t hese pieces are baked or steamed , perhaps 
I mi ght say annealed , by placingthem i1 damp earth covered with a 
b ri. s1t fl.re for trrenty- four hours . 'I'hen , wt th a sharp blow t he y a re 
s t ill furt l1e r broken i'1t o flakes approxtmating the sh8-pe a nd size 
des i red . For t he more conplete f ashi oni ng of t he i mplement , a 
t ool of 11orn , usu ;1,lly of t 11o ?nountain sheep , but sometiJJes of t he 
deer or ante lope , is used . Th3 fla'{e of st Ol-").e is he ld in one hand. , 
placed on a 1 ttle cus hion ma.de of untanned skin of so~e an i"'.lal , 
to prot ect the hand from t he fl a1{es which are t o be c hipped o f , 
and with a sudden pressure or t he bone t ool , the proper shap3 is 
g1 ven . '.i'hey a cquire g reat skill in t'.·:is , ard t h:; art se ,ns to be 
co~f i ned to but fe'. r persons who r:.19nu f act :.1re t he,r1 ·s.nd e-x:c hsm,:r,e them 
for other ~rticles . 

( J . W. Po'Jell. ~:xplor::1 t i on 8f t !1e Colorado i i ver of t ~e est and. 
i ts Tributaries , explored in 1869-1872 un1er the dir9ction of the 
Secre t ary of t he Smithsonian I nstitution , 'tJash i no:ton , 1 871§ ) 
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