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cc\ years of experiments and obsena:tion in replicating aboriginal flaking techniques,. 
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i+. weuld be most m~ conclussians d.ra.wn from manual feel and 
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should one 1-twe the time , eqttiptn1ent and facilities for such expe~. 
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Cones and cone parts are .caQ-s;ed by the transm:flfJ::il. f!ff" applied 
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force to isotrophic materials ~d f orce may be due to natural causes or 
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intentional •~rces ( man iRdQg•d )J;i~ tfie applieation---of pressure, percussion, 
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entionalJts~~ the fracture angle of the cone •ej! man has 
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t he pa~ent- mas s# of l ithic material. 

C#-~ 
The faacture angle of the con~ aid.¢ in 
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d~noteing th · technique~ji,y relating the cone fracture angle to an 
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imaginary comp~ete cone whigh wi 11 determine the direction ~ h force, ~ -appii:-ed. 
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Consistant angles of applied force or preconcieved angles used to remove 

irregularities or to remove lithic masses to usable forms may be separated from 

fractures caused naturally and are of a random nature and with no preconception of 

intended form. The first flakers# of flint-like materials may not have been 

aware of the principal of the frac t ure angle of a cone when makeing a flaked 

stone implement but actually he was removing cone parts in the form of flakes 

, progression in time and the sophist ication of techniques reveal that the 

fracture angle of the cone was well understood. Ear1 y n.a.n no doubt soon 

learned that ':iy changeir.g tl-ie angle of applied "'orce he was able to controll 

to a de5ree the ,- tyle of fla'\<e desired and then establish con it.ions in which 

a. simi1.llar flake coul be removed in the same manner. cone parts or flakes 

remove in sequence repeated in order to form certain tool styles caused the 

workman to develop rythms and muscularmotor habi t.s • These habits are now 

rechognized by the archaeol ogist as diagnostic traits. T e removal of cone parts 
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which compromise fl akes is not behond the skill of an ordinary · erson 1rn1>-m 
instructed/ 
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and in a short time should be able to make simple bi-facial tools such as chqppers 

use of a 
and hand axes. Upon being taught the/proper ercussor the angle in which it 

6't t, 

is directed to a platform of the ob j ective piece , usable flakes can then be 

detached re eatedly or a simple artifact can be made. The use of the pressure 

too l can be used U to remove small cone parts with greater controU than y 

direct percussion but the cone parts will naturally be smal er. The basic principal s 

are not difficult to master , but replication of many of the aborigi nal artistry 

ts indeed a chalange. f 
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