Aberrant

Aboriginal

Acuminate:

solian Dervosits:

Alternate
Flaking:

Amoryphous:

Amputated:

Angle of
Force:

Anterior:

Anvil Technijue:

Applied Force:

Artifact:

Artificer:

Attribute of
Form:

Glossary of Flint-
knavoing Terminology

Deviation from normal. Odd, peculiar,

Originsl inhabitant; primitive, simple un-
sophisticated.

Tapar-pointed; tapering gradually to the tip.

4¥ind-blown deposits characteristic of relatively
dry periods, i1.2. interpluvials or glaclals witk
low precipitation. (Francols Bordes)

Flakes removed alternately from the same edge
from first one side and then tha other. Applles
to both pressure and percussion techniauas,

Benoting an irregular shape. Of no d=terminate
form,.

Tha severing of a flake, blade, or artiface eltrtr
by applied force or end shock.

The angle at which force is applied - sither
percussion, indirsct percussion, pressure, or tt
combination of prsssure and parcussion. In tool
making, the detachment of a flake or blade regui
the application of force at two angles. PFirst
angle is perpendicular to the long axis of propc
flake or blade and the second angls is acute to
top of the cora or tha lateral margin of the
artifact.

Tope. snd opposite ths posterior. 3Ixample: the
platform surface of a core is the anterior portion,

Objective place 18 projesctzd on/or against a
stationary objzct of sufficient hardness to
accomplish fracturs,

dhen the tvps of force used to fabricate an artifact
is unknown, or guestionable, the term "applisd force®
1s substituted for pressing force or percussion force
until the actual technique is vearified. Used until
the analyst has verified whether the objzct was made
by percussion, indirect p=rcussion, pressure, or a
natural force.

Derived from the Latin word "facer" = to make,
Frimordial objects devis=1, proiuce=d, or nmodifled

by man (moiification may be sithar by intent or by
function). This text is primarily concernsed with
1lithic artifscts and the fracturing implemesnts needed
for thelr manufacture.

3amz as flintknapper. 32e "Flintknaoper®.

Characteristics and p=culiarities of shape
which gshow an indication of traits,
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Glossary = 2

Attribute of Techniaues having diagnostic valu=s which show
Technology: modag of manufacture, characteristic tralts, and
patterns of human behavior.

Axis of Appli=d 3ee "Angles of rorce",
force s



Backed:

Barb:

Basal
srinding:

Basal
Fortion (end)

Basal
Thinning:

tasalt:

Baton or
Cvlindrical
Hammer
Technique:

Beaked:

Bending
Flakes:

38i-dirsctional
Cora:

Bi-dirzctional

#lake and blade
scars:

Biface:

Glossary - 3

The intentional dulling of one margla of a flake
or blade by removing a series of flakss from the
lateral marzin opposite the sharp edee, ddze is
dulled in this manner to servs as protection for
the hand when force 1s applied to use ths sharp
cutting edge. In soms instancss, the toolmaker
took advantage of natural backing, such as cortex,
to serve as the same dulline media, The mathod of
blunting may be of dlagnostic sigznificance.

A projection on thz latesral margins of an artifact -
sometim=s near the base - which slants in s
direction from the Aistal toward the proximal end.
Usually made with the notchinz technincue. Probably
made to prohibit withdrawsal,

Intentional smoothing of the » and of an
artifact to pra2avent cutting vias scrviuge Acceomplished
by rubbing the bhass of the artifact on some type of
abrasive material., Usually donz to facllitate haftine,

e proxinel end,., See "proximal end’

4 technique of removing either unifacially or
bifacially one or more longitudlinzl flakes from
the edge at the proximal end., Usually done to
facilitate hafting.

Dark igneous rock with variable textures,
Igneous derived from the Latin ignis = fire,
4 volcanic origin stone.,

The use of a rod-like baton to pasrcuss thin flaxes or
hlades from the mass., The parcussor should he of
material which will yield when contact 1s made with
the objective plece, Batons may be of antler, horn,
bone, or wood,

A hooked projection made by unifacial flaking.
Genasrally made by the presssure tschnique.

Flakes generally detached by pressure retouch,
commonly on a d&lagonsl. This technique detaches
flakes which have a pronouncad curve on the plane of
fracture, Th2y leave scars on the artifact which
extend from one lataral margin, past the median line,
and toward the opposite edge.

Hueclel which bears scars rasultirg}(flskes or blades
having been detached from mora than one dir=ction,

3cars on coras or litnhnic tools which ara ths result
of renoving blades or flakes by apvling th=a force
fron more than one dirsction,

Artifact bearing flake scars on both surfaces,



Billet:

Bi-polar:

Bit:

Blade:

Blade
Tools:

Blank:

Block=0n-
Rlock:

BRraccla:

Buldb of
Apr:lied Force:

Bulh of
Parcussion:

Bulb of
Pressure,

Glossary - U

A club=1like rod of material, oth=r than stone,
usad to detach flakes from lithic material, Usu=lly
of wond or antler,

Technique of resting core, or lithic implawment, on
anvll and striking the cors with a parcussor.
Contrapy to popular belief, bulbs of forcs are not
present on both ends of bipolar flakes or blades, but,
rather, there is a completa absence of the bulb scar,
This technique causes the cone of forcs to be
shattered or severed,

An insert of bone, antlzsr, ivory, or m=a2tal into one
end of a handle, or crutch, to maks a composite
prassurs tool, The tip of the pressure tool,

3pecialized flake with parallel or sub-parallel
lateral edges; the lenzth beins squal to, or more
than, twice the width., Cross s=ctions are plano-
convex, triangulate, sub-trilangulate, rectangular,
trapezoidal, and those with more than two crests or
ridg=zs. The more typical is tranezoidal,

Tools made from blades wnich were previously
detached from a core,

A useable plece of lithle material of adequate

size and form for makinzg a lithie artifact - such
as unmodified flakes of a size larger than the
proposad artifact, besaring little or no waste
matearial, and suitable for assorted lithic artifact
styvles, HNot yet to the preform stage,

Hethod of removing flakss by swinging the core
against an anvil., rroduces largs thick flakes,
Usad extensively in the Clactonian culture.
(Francois Bordes)

Conglomerate of stone and detritus consolidated
by a bonding mineral,.

The bulbar part on the wventral side at the proximal
end of a flake. f{he remnant of a e¢nne part, the
result of the applicstion of eithser pressure or
pareussion force, Commonly call=ad the "bulb of
percussion", however, this signifies only one group
of specializesd techniques., Since the bulb of force
1s producad by both pressurs and parcussinon, the
term "bulb of applied force" should be used until
the manufacturing technique is verified,

See "Bulb of Applied Force,

See "Bulb of Applied Force®,



Burin:

Burin
Blade:

Burin
Core:

Burin
Spall:

e

Burin 3car:

\Burin Break:

Glossary - 5

A chisel-like implement darived Trom a flaks or
blade; or the modification of other implemants by
using the burin technique to ramove the edges
vartically to the long axis and/or transversely or
obliguely. Generally causes a right anzle edge to

bz formed on one or bhoth margins. The specialized flakes

removed as z result of the burin break is callsd a
burin blade.

4 speciallzed flake removed from a burin core,
generally rectangular in transverse saction, ‘The
dorsal side of the blade generally shows a single
blade scar with lateral margins at right ancles,
The first burin blade removed from the cors may
show numerous variants, depending on the typa of
material us=d and because it bears scars o° the
worker's preparation to establish a ridee to guide
the first blade.

A core made from thin, tabulsr flakes, blades, or
lithic implements from which one or more burin
spalls have bzen resoved, Hey serve as a tool or
a source of burin blad=s, or both.

3peclalizad flake or blade reroved from a burin core.
secauge of the naturs of tha core, the burin blade
must be thick in relation to its lenzth and is
usually triangulate or rectangular in cross-szction.
3uch a blade has important functional value because
1ts form supplles strength without bulk., Hade by
both the pressure and percussion techniques.

I'he negative bulb of forcz scar found on a cores or
core tool. ~Produced by either percussion or pressure.
Ihe mould of the cone part resultins from flake
detachment.

3car left on flake or blade resulting from the
removal of a burin spall,



Glossary - 6

Cast: lfould which nature has filled with various min=ral
deposits. There are both natural and artifical
casts.,

Chalcedony: 4 cryptocrystazlline varizsty of quartz, pre-

dominately sllica and havine the near luster of
paraffin wax. May be transparent or translucent

and of various tints., “halcedony with different
colors arrsnged in strips or layvers is called agate,
If the strips or layers are horizontal, it is onyx.
Chrysoprase is green chalcedony. Carnelian is flesh-
red and 3ard is either gr2yish-red or brown,

Chalcedonic: Of/or psrtaining to chalcedony. Impure; mixed;
adultarated; or impregnated with forelszn matter.
Opaque and of various colors.

Chart: A finse-grained siliceous rock, Impure variety of
chalcedony ressemblinzg flint. Genearally lisht
colored.

Chips: See “Flakes”,

Chopp=r: Large unifacial tool with the cutting =sdwe flakad
from only one side. (francols Bordes)

Choppling Core tool often made on a cobble by bifacially

Tool: flaking one end. If unifaclally flaked, it coulild

play a dual role - that of a choppsr and as a core
from which flakes ware derived,

Cleavar: A tool approximately U-shaped with ons transvarse
cutting edge. £ifacial clezavers resemble truncated
handaxes with straight or obliaue edze at the tip,.
lake clezavers are nade by allowing the "tranchet®
(percussion) blow to intersect the primary flake
surface to produce a sharp cutting edge,

Cleavage Planss _ong which the mineral may be easily split,
Plane: Tendency of the material to split along elther the
crystallography, natural structural planss, bedding
;“m, planas, and/or planes of non-homogenity,
1ichoidal A diagnostic fracturs on a plane surfaczs which
Fracture: resembles and nas thas characteristics and form of

half a bilvalve shell. It is the result of d=finite
gtrikinz patterns. rChe striking area would be at
the "hinge® par# of the bivalve shell and the cone
choldal fracture bzlow on the part that was plane,

Collateral ixpanding flakes removed from the lateral edges of
Flaking: the artifact at right angles to the longitudinal
axls, The tachnique 1s varied and do=s not require
using ridges, or crests, to guide the flakes. Can
be produced by percussion, indirect percussio-n, or
pressure, dependinz on ths desirsd size of tha flaking,












Downward and
Outward
Pressure:

Glossary = 10
ilethod of coordinaztion of muscular motor habits
which allows the worksr to nush down and out
simnultaneously start detachmoant of a flake or blade
from a core at the proximal snd and, at the sane
time, follow through to the point of release at
the distal end. 3atio of downward and outward
pressure is adjusted hy the worker to control ths
charactar of the flaka,





















Jade:

Jasper:

Glossary - 17

4 metamorphic rock of variad colors, Gem varlety
is apple-~gresn and waxy-whit=s, A material of

extranrdinarvy tougnness but only six and one-half

on o p02s 3cale of nardn=ss.  siust ba formed hv
grinding - not flaking,

An imoure varl=stv of chalc=dnny formed in various
opaquz colors., wdaptable for flalkine and formineg
gtone artifacts,





















Parallel:

Parallel
Flakings

Patina:

Percussion
Flaking:

Percussor:

Permutation:

Perpendicular to
Plans of Practure:

Phylogeny:

Picks:

Plane of
Cleavage:

Plane of
Fracture!

Plano
Convex:

Platforms

Flatform
Angle:

Point of

bosrelick

Glossary - 24
0 to 180 degrees,

The last of several stages of pressure retouch,
Artifact surface must be regular and unlform before
precision parallel flaking can be accomplished. The
flakes detached resemble micro-bladelsts and are
removed in sequence at right angles from the lateral
edges.,

An alteration of the surface by molecular or chemical
change and not to be confused with sand blasting.

A method of striking with a percussor to detach flakes
or blades from a core or mass, Percussion flaking
includes varied techniques to remove flakes by either
impact, collision or concussion,

An implement used for striking. Includes hammers,
hammerstones or billets.

Interchange. To change one thing for another.

Axis of longltudinal median line of flake and
flake scar.

The line, or lines, of direct descent in a glven
Zroup.

Long,narrow, thick core tools., FProminent keel on
dorsal side and plano on ventral side. Polinted on
one or both ends.

The splitting, or tendency to split, along planes
determined by crystal structure, or by bedding planes
in sedimentary rocks, Parallel planes of weakness
within the structure which destroy the homogenlty of
the lithlic materilal. '

The surface on the ventral side of the flake bearing
the positive scar of the bulb of force; the negatlive
scar being on the core or stone tool.

Flet »r ventral surface « curved on dorsal surface.
Comnon to unifacial artifacts.

The table, or surface area, recelving the force
necessary to detach a flake or blade. Can be either
natural or prepared, The truncation of the cone part.

Tne angle of the platform measured from the dorsal to
the ventral side. At right angles, or less, to ths
lonzitudinal axis. Angle of platform on flake or blade
corresponding with parental platform angle of core,

Platform part; or cone truncation. Point of the
forceful meeting of psrcussor, or compressor, and
the objective plece.



Polishing:

Polyhedral
Core:

Pogitive Bulb
of PForce:

Posterlior:

Pot Llds:

Precision
Thinning:

Preform:

Pressure
Flaking:

Primary
R=touchs:
Primitive:

Prismatic
Blade:

Glossary « 25

To make smooth by rubbing with fine abrasive
material. Strengthens the: platform. Can also
be the result of function.

Nuelel, Core bearing multipls blade scars,
Generally cylindrieal,

Rounded (onione-shapad)} protuberance found on the
ventral side of a flake or blade at the proximal
and. Bulb 1ls part of the cone of force,

Bottom. Base. Opposite of anterior.

A plano convex flake leaving a concave scar, These
are the result of 4ifferential expansion and cone
traction of isotrophle material but are minus the
compression rings of force lines usually associated
with these conditions. @Generally they are a natural
occurance rather than intentional results of mane-made
flakes.

A precision method of thinning by which the worker
controls the dirsction and termination offthe flakas
at the medlan line of the artifaet by applying either
the parallel or collateral flaking technique, Flakes
are intentionally terminated in a hinge or step
fracture at the median line to allow flakes detached
from theopposite margin to meet and intersect these
fractures.

Pre = prefix denoting priority, first. PForm, from
the Latin "forma®™ = to shape., Preforming denotes
the first shaping. Preform is an unfinished, unused
form of the proposed artifaet. It is larger than,
and without the refinement of, the completed tool,
It is thick, with deep bulbar scars, has irregular
edges, and no means of hafting. Generally made by
direct perecussion., Not to be confused with a"blank®

Process of forming and sharpening stone by removing
surplus material - in the form of flakes « from the
?rtifavt bydpressinm force rather than by perocussion.
here are various individual techniques of pressurs
flaking.

Removal of irregularities on the artifact by the
pressure technlque to make the pleece ready for the
second retouch.

Partaining to the bheglnninzg or origin, or to early
times. Original, first, primary, primcrdial.

Long narrow specialized flake with parallel sides,
Generslly triangulate or trapezoidal in section and
bearing two or three prism-like facets on the dorsal

side, Assoclated with blades rez=moved from a
Polyhedral core.



Projsctile
Point:

“-omontory:

Pseudo
Tools:

Punch:

Punch
Techniques

Glossary - 25A

Spear, dart, or arrowpoint.

See "Isolated Platform¥,

8ee "Naturefacts®.

An intermediate tool of antler, bone, wood, metal
or stone used in the percussion technique. Pumel
18 placed on the objectlve piece and recsives the
blow from the percussor.

A method of applying percussion forece to an intere
mediate tool (punch).
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