
Aberrant 

Aboriginalt/ 

Acuminate: '-/ 

Aeolian Deposits: / 

Al te r nate Flaking : ,/ 

Amorphous: / 

Amputated: / 

Angle of Force: / 

Anterior: ✓ 

Anvil Technique: ✓ 

Appl ied Force : ✓ 

Artifact: ./ 

Glossary - 1 

Deviation from normal - odd , peculiar. 

Original inhabitant; primitive, simple , un
sophist i cated . 

Tapering to a point - pointed . 

Wind b l own depos i ts characteristic of relatively 
dry peri ods , i . e . i nterpluvials or glac i a l s with 
low precipitation ( Francois Bordes ) 

Fl akes removed a l ternat ely from the same edge f rom 
first one si e and then the other . Applies t o both 
pressure and percussion . 

Denoting an irregular shape. Of no determinate 
form. 

The severing of a flake , blade , or artifac t either 
by applied force or end shock. 

r,,fa.; ~ ~ r ,dv ~ ,, · Angle s_v,t ed g_g h EL :re@ " ~ ?--pp:3;; ~• l 111 :, t ar c eithe r 
b;r percuss i on , i nd irect percussion , pressure , or the 
combinatio ~ ........ - r, sure ... 0 rcussi~ I n tool-
maki~u t ~ licat i on of fore · ~ ~~ two angles, 
t ~ etach a flake or blade ~ st angle is per
pendicular to the long axis of propo~ed f lakea,£[.t;;:, 
blade and the second angle is ~--a;ou~e=~eAto T he 
top of a core or l ateral margin of the arti f act. 

Top . End opposite the posterior . ~xa~ple : the 
platform surface of a core is the anterior portion . 

Ob j ective piece is projected on/or against a 
stationary object of suffic i e~t hardness to 
accomplish fracture . 

When the type of force is unknown , or ques t ionable , 
the term "appl ied force" is substituted until the 
actual technique is verified - whether it be per
cussion , indirect percussion , pressure, or a 
natural force . 

Derived from the Latin word "facer" = to make . 
Primordial objects devised , produced , or moiif i ed 
by man (modification may be either by intent or by w 
function ). This text is primari l y conce r ned with k 
lithic artifacts and the fracturing impl~ments ~ 
necessary for their manufacture. t 

I 

t,J 



Attribute of Form : ./ 

Attribute of 
Technology : 

Ax i s o 
Forc e : 

Applied ✓ 

Glosssry - 2 

Characteristics and peculiarities of shape 
which show an indicat i on of traits . 

Techniques having diagnost i c value which show 
modes of manufacture , characteristic traits , and 
patterns of haman behavior . 

ee "Angl es of Force" . 



Backed: / 

Glossary - 3 

The intentional dulling of one margin of a flake 
or blade by removing a series of f l akes from the 
lateral margin opposite the sharp edge. ~dge 
is dulled in this manner to serve as protection 
for the hand when force is applied to use ~·~-~,,--P-'l"'-

~

,,.,r edge., a:s a cutti_ug i.mplemen-t. In some instances, 
. ,tµv the toolmak8r took advantage of natural backing , 
· such as cortex , to serve as the sa~e dulling media. 

Barb : / 

Basal Grinding: i./ 

Basal portion: 

Basal Thinning: / 

Basalt: / 

Baton or / 
Cylindrical hammer V 
Technique: 

Beaked: / 

Bending lakes: / 

Bi- irectional✓ 
Core: 

Bi-directional 
flake an(! bl8-de 
scars: 

✓ 

The method of blunting may be of diagnostic 
significance . 

A projection on the lateral margins of an 
artifact - sometimes near the base - which slants 
in a direction from the distal towar __ the proximal 
end. Usually made with the notching technique. 
Probably made to prohibit withdrawal . 

Intentional smoothing of the proximal end of an 
artifact to prevent cutting the serving. 
Accomplished by rubbing the base of the artifact 
on some type of abrasive material. Usually done 
to facilitate hafting. 

The proxi mal end. See "proximal end" . 

A technique of removing eithQr uni acially or 
bifacially one or more longitudin ~l flakes from the 
edge ®'- the proximal end . Usually done to facilitate 
hafting. 

Dar~ ignious rock with variable textures. 

~~e:::::;:;;;: The use of a rod-like ~ , or ~_,,' :;p thin 
flakes or blades. , "'~~e~~~~~~ at9rial 
which will yield when Wfffi~ th ~ o Jective piece. 
Batons may be of ant l er, horn, bone, or woo . 

A hooked projection made by unifacial f l aking ~ ~,-~ ;~Arr~ ,J 
Faakes generally detache~ Q~ re?sure re,«,,o~ ~ 
A~SW!l!l-9:t:ilY on a diagonal. ~ s etach ,S,.r 3 , • s 

----xm.qug have a pronounced curve on the plane of 
fracture. They leave scars on the artifact wh c 
extend from one lateral margin , past the median 
lin~ and toward the opposite edge • 

./lf~ ~ V 
Nuclei which bears scars z lq30•:iP.#~ fl8 1{9S , or 
blades, ~ etached from ,,.,ore than one direction. 

-,,_--~Q ~-

Scars on cores or lithic tools which are the result 
of re~oving blades or flakes by appl yin~ the force 
from more than one direction. 



B f'c:ice: 

Billet: 

Bi-polar: / 

Bit: ./ 

Blade: ./ 

Blade Tools : / 

Blank: ✓ 

Block-on-Block: / 

Br eccia: / 

Bulb of Applied ✓ 
Force: 

✓ 
ulb of' ercussion J 

Bulb of' pressure: 

Glossary - ,~ 

Arttf'act beqring flake sc4rs on both surfgces. 

A c ub-like rod 0~ mater i al , oth9r tvir Yl '"' o ·e used 
to etach flakes from lit~ic m~terial . Usu3lly of' 
woo or antler. 

Technique of r~st ing core..J or lit ic implemer-, ~ on 
anvil and striking it with a percussor . Contrary 
to popular beli~f~ AJ2_}blbs of force are not present 
on both ends ofrffifes or: a ~ -,,. but , rather, there 
is a complete a sence of . · _ scar . This techY1ique 
causes t~1e cone o:' force to be shattered or severed • 

An insert of bone, antler, ivory , or metal i~to one 
end of a handle , or crutch , to make a composite 
pressure tool. fhe tip of' the pressure tool . 

Specialized flake with parallel or sub-parallel 
laterql edges; the length bein~ equal to , or more 
than , twice t e width , Cross secti ~ns are plano
convex, triangu ate, sub-tri~ngu gte, rectgngular , 
trapezoidal , and those with more th8n two crests 
or ridges. The typical is trapezoidal. 

,?>UMJ2..-,-

Tool ma e from a bl4de previously et8.C e f'ro111 
a core. 

A useable piece of lithic material of Adequate 
size and form or making a lithic artifqct - such 
as unmodi ied flakes of' a size larger thAn the 
proposed artifact , bearing little or no waste 
material , and suitable for assorted lithic artifact 
styles. ot yet to the reform stqge. 

Method of removing flakes by swingln~ the core 
against an anvil. Pro uces large thick f'la~es . 
Used extensively in the Clactonian culture . 
(Francois Bord8s) 

~ ,) 

Conglomerate of k an etritus consolidated 
by a boning mineral . 

The bulbar part on the ventral si eat the proximal 
end of a flake . The remnant of a cone part , the 
result of the application of either pressure or 
percussion f c .,k--v' ~ onl. ·c~X-_31_; the "bulb of 
percussion" mrmR , ~ h f.l:M'cct0eG only one group 
of specialized techniques. Since th~ bulb of f'orce 
is produced by both pressure and percussion , the 
term "bulb of' applied force" should be used until the 
manufacturing technique is verified . 

See Bulb of applied force 

See Bulb of applied force . 



Burin: / 

Burin lade: J 

Burin Core : / 

Burin Spall: / 

Burin Scar: / 

Burin Break: / 

Glossary - 5 

A chisel-like implement derived rom A flake or t 

blade; or the mod.ifi~ tion of other impl~ments by,~ 
f;iv'4,,~ ,.a__,g..:i~:7"·r-a-1 technique g:t: removM:l__, the edges vertically 

to the long axis and/or transversely or obliquely. 
Generally causes a right angle edge to be formed 
on one or both margins . The specialized. flake 
removed as a result of the burin break is called 
a burin bade . 

A specialized flake removed from a burin core , 
generally rectangular in transverse section . The 
dorsal side of the blade generally shows a single 
blade scar with lateral marg ns at right angles . 
The first burin blade removed from thB core may 
show numerous variants , depenrlin1s on the type of 
material used and because it bears scars of the 
worker's preparation to estab ish a ridge to guide 
the first blade. 

A core made from thin , tabular flakes , blades , or 
lithic implements from which one or mor~ burin 
spalls have been remove • May serve as a tool or 
a source of burin blades, or both. 

Specialized flake or blade removed from a burin 
core. Because of the nature of trie core , the burin 
blade must be thick in relation to its length and 
is usually triangulate or rectangular in cross
section . Such a blade has i~portant functional 
value because its form suppli~s strengt~ without 
bulk. Made by both the pressure and percussion 
techniques. 

ylP1~ 
The negative~ scar found on a ored~£,QJ;_e too:y 
w · _ _ ' J.. e ~..l "e ither 
percussion or pressure. The mould of the cone 
part resulting from flRke detachment . 

Scar left on flake or blade r~sulting from the ~ 
removal o a burin spall. ~ 



Cast: J 

Chalce ony: / 

Chalcedonic / 

Chert: V 

Chips: ✓ 

Chopper: / 

Chopping / 
Tool: 

leaver: / 

Cleavage plane: / 

Glossary - 6 

Mould which nature has filled with vari ous mineral 
~ -es~:n-e-e-8. There are both natural and arti ical 
casts. 

A cryptocrystalline variety of quartz , pre
dominately sili ca and having the near luster of 
paraffin wax. May be transparent or translucent 
and of various tints. C 8. lcedony with different 
colors arranged i n str i ps or layers is called 
agate . If the stripes or layers are horizonta , 
it i s onyx. Chrysoprase is green chalcedony. 
Carnelian is flesh-red and ard is either greyish
re or brown. 

Of/or pertaining to chalcedony. Impure; mixed; 
adulterated; or impregnated with foreign matter. 
Opaque and of various colors . 

A fine-grained siliceous rock . Impure variety o 
chalcedony r~sembling flint . Generally light 
colored . 

See "Faakes". 

Large unifacial tool with the cutting e ge 
from only one side . (Francois Bordes) 

aked 

Core tool o ten made on a cobble by bi acially 
flaking one end . I f uni ac ally flaked , it coul 
play a dua role - that o a chopper and as a core 

rom which flakes were erive • 

A tool approximate y U-shaped with one transverse 
cutting edge. Bifacial cleavers resemble truncqted 
handaxes with straight or ob ique edge at the tip . 
lake cleavers are made by allowing the "tranchet" 

(percussion ) blow to intersect the primgry flake 
sur face to produce a sharp cutting edge . 

rendency of the material to split along ether t e 
natural struct~ anes , bedding planes , 
crystallography , and/or planes of non-homogenity . 

A diagnostic fracture on a pl ane surface which 
resembles and has the characteristics an orm of 
half a bivalve shell . I t i s the result of definite 
striking patterns . The striking area woula be at 
the "hinge" part of the bivalve shel l and the con
choidal fracture below on the part thqt was plane . 



Collqteral Flaking: ~ 

Colluvium: . v 

Commin~le: 

Compress or: / 

Glossary - 7 
Sxpanding flakes re~oved fro= the lateral edges 
of the~ at riQ"ht~les to the~inal 
axis. dges , or crests , a-Fe not used ~ ,.,gJ..1Jq.~~ 
the f l akes ~--{he technique is varied . an e v 
produced by percussion , inqi -£C p~rcussion , or 
pressure , depending on th~\ size of the flaking • 

Hill-wash material. 

To mix or mingle mater al 
sources . 

ro"Tl two or more 

I mplement used by the flintknapper to exert 
pressure to the artifact. 

Compression ✓ -;:t_,.;,.e.,, t?~ ,., Ripple rings radiating from the point of force. ~ nings: frt'L,,., o1- ,,l-f;::? ,., n P. o . "' ~ ,-1 ."' t · Ye - on core, ake ~ pr-P,d.--"~.,/ or b ade. Can be compared to ripp es ormed in a 
, poo of still water aft~r t½9 rapping of q peb, e. 

,a~,µ:,,-,<-' m c ~ .....___ ___ A=-h-~ re more prominent with percussion tan with 
pressure . 

Cone of force. v" 

Core: ✓ 

Core ype : / 

Cortex: ,/ 

Cratering:/ 

~-~e ,; ~ ~nw~i e : ~~~: ;~.: t~:, ~~~~1~t 0 ~f ~ ~~~~-~:o~f;;:~ 
Jh_n force s app ed. V9rtically to a flat surface , 
the force will spread causing a cone to form . The 
apex of t~e cone will be truncated in proportion to 
the surf~ce contacted by the agent trRnsferri~g the 
force. Each fl~ke is a cone part - or part o~ the 
bulb o-f' force. 

ucli . A mass of material often preformed b v the 
worker to the desired sviape to al ow t 11e re·0 1oval 
of a definite ty~e of f l ake or blade. Piece of 
isotro hie materi al bearing negative flake scars 
or S (l~~,,.--', __ _ q_'?}'~S ~ br.y.01\g_~ s ~ . ' »t-~ 
.cc"ra.Vm'.aterl: a l ,,;;;?~~-one or more .,,.. 
f akes or blades , -~ ,.,,,_ • Or .. · ~ qy- be 'llOre 
sophisticRted.such as the Mexican Pol yhedra l core. 
All flaked tool industries are repr~sented by ei er 
flalrns or cores. 

A core which hsi.s consistency of form and 
technolosical traits showing elements of c u l ture . 

atural surface , or rind , on flint-like materials . 

Multiple intersecting "moon-like" con~s on the 
surf3ce o-f' vitreous rocks r9sulting rrom eith 0 r 
intentional or n3tura pounr:lino; , tumbling , o~ 
bru i sing . 



Glossary - 8 

C . ✓ razing: Minute surface cracks - generally cross-hatched -
caw¢~~ t ~ e s ~rface t _t\1) be weal e ~e I t ommon in 
over-heated siliceous materials . 

Crest: / Word used to denote both the raised portion on t e 
marginal parts o-f a flake orb ade scar and the 
ri ge between two parallel flake scars . iZdges of 
the concave pl~ne of fracture . The opposite of 
trough. 

Crude: / A word often used - and ;~Js!.~t.)Ll i used - to 
.,J describe character of,tab'orig~ artifacts . ..,_ T .~t/4.P 

Crutch: ✓ 

/7- • .,,I {i, ~- st be related to the materia\( efore 
:i~,---Ffi.e word "crude" is applied . Embryonic , inferior , 

.:l~v~ or bad work found, _ ,,, ~ m~ -.~.i.J.J}_,P.~M._~ e b ~ 
·11 called ''crude" _ _,,.. owe er , 4the 1ndingv•o:t--l ess ,p-.effe-~ 

controlled flaking otl poor materi al may indicate /~ 
that the wo·rker was , in e le..-a...-- skilled fabricator ·-;;::-£, 
to have accomplishe~ a ng. l Also to be con- .l,L~ 
sidered is the intent and ultim8te design o-f the · 
worker - for instance , he may have been desi~ning a 

.. -- diggin~ tool and , the ref ore , not wanted ) or bothered 
with/ the more refined flaking character . Aloe to 
~~:'J:~ al ' ,.. v d -' .... t '.oe"lear:r o 20 fl . rz . · ,. 1,.,,,., _ -~ -.ve 0-2:!. II 
~ • .;~ -~ ~ ·~~~¼'.e, vI uvc_o L~~.,£,~ ~ ~ 

.,,-#-'~ w~--1/~,•~~•- ' _,, ~ ,/_/_L . ~ ~ • ~ 
.-?n-a~ ~ ~....., ~ ~ , • r._....,_,. v 

A wooden staff oT varyin~ dimension. with a chest 
rest cross-piece at the upper end and a pressure tip 
inserted at the working end. The shoulder crutch 
is a small versio~ o-f the chest crutch. ize an 
construction eu'3nd ~ ,011 the tv e of' work to 
be accomplished~ and~--Vnd1 vi ual preference Usually 
used as pressure tools, but can be used in a combin
ation of pressure and percussion . 

Cryptocrystalline: ,/ A fine-grained crystalline rock but ha;!H~ distinct 
particles which are unrecognizable wit ou~ the ai 
of magnification . The size o-f the microcrystals 
determins the texture . 

Debris: ./ 

Denticulation: / 

✓ 

~~,;?~,I~-£ J~~J<..J 
Residual lithic materia resulting from tool 
manufacture . Useful to determine techniques and 
for showing technological traits . ReprAsents 
intentional an unintentional br~akage of artifacts 
either through manufacture or function . Debita~e 
flakes usually represent the va.ri0us stages of 
progress of the raw material from the preform to 
the finished stage . 

Waste material - such as quarryin~ or mining waste -
having little or no difinitive characteri stics . 

Prominences resembling teeth similar to those on a 
saw . Tooth-like serrating on margins o-f artifacts . 



Diagonal Parallel t/ 
Flaking: 

Diastrophism: / 

Diffused bulb ✓ 

Direct Free-hand:{~ 

?r-
Direct Rest: / 

D scoi al Core: / 

Dorsal 

Double Diagonal J 
Flaking: 

Downwar an 
Pressure: 

Outward / 

lossary - 9 

Simil9r to parallel flaking except the pressing 
force is directed at an o lique angle . Flakes 
detached by this tedhnique resemb e micro-bladelAts 
Same as parallel flaking except or the direction 
of detachment . 

The process, or processes , by which the crust of 
the earth is deformed - flexures and fol s o~ strata 
and faults. 

Bulb of force lacking the definition of the cone 
part. Bulb is disseminated , indicating a broad 
contact with the pressure or percussion tool. 
Common to the billet technique. 

A met10 of holding the material to be flaked in 
h<=ind w4:thout tho ai..d of a r e::;_ and .irecting 

the percussion or pressure implement with the other 
hand to detach flakes ,p...u~ ,, 

A method whereby the objective piece is sup~orte~ 
on an anvil- ike object during the flaking process. 

Bi-convex core havin:i; flakes or bl8.des re"Tloved fr.om 
d?:J 0 n-:1d the p·erimeter and usuall'y on ~oth faces • . rff7 

Outer surface. Keeled part of blqde or flqke i ,..,,/,, 
Part away from the core. r , ~ ~ -~t# 

~~pm. 
Parallel diagonal flakes4 directeQ towar the base ~ 
of the arti~act. A herrfngbone, or christmas tree Ci;,
pattern res u.lts. A most i fficul t technique becaus ' 
one must either be ambidexterous or must completely 
reverse both the platform preparation an the 
direction of force. 

Method of coordination of musc~ r habl hie f~ 
al~_ows _ the worlce.r to push down an ou~ -, o e ac ~ · 
flake or blade from a core at the proxim _nd And, ·• 
at the same time,rolloi through to the point of ~ 
release~; ~~..e.,.J, ~"If~~ 
~-ttA-Z--~ ;p,w-,,44/,e, t-f ~~~ ~~ .-+-~ 

%~~ ~ d~~~ ~ ~~,. 



El a s t i city: V 

El astic Limit: ✓ 

ulasti c Rebound ✓ 

nd Sc raper: t,./ 

End Shock: / 

End View: / 

Eraillure Flake: / 

Ex aus t e 

'3:xhauste tool ✓ 

G ossary - 10 

The property of stone to return to _;,q ormer state 
after being depressed by application of forc e . 
I deal l ithic mater i a l s are a l most perfectly 
e l astic . 

The maximum stress a speciman can withstan . before 
fracture occurs . 

The i nherent property in certain 1Tiateri3.ls a llowing 
the recovery of e l astic strai n . 

Beveled impl ement ma eon f l gl{e or b l 3de wi th worki ng 
edge on one or bot h convex ens . The bevel i s formed 
by unifacial f l aking . 

Transverse fracture due to t he s t one exceedin i ts 
elastic limi ts . , . he r 0 s 11~ eb53tund and recoil. 

--f a/4e,j,U "o ~tie, ~ / '+r~~eq4J I 
When the art ifqct is he l d l ongitudin8 I ly f o the 
v i ewer , the "end view" is either th9 prox mal or 
distal end , depending on "ll"iich way the a.rti f 8ct 
is held . 

An enigmatic f l ake formed between the bulb of forc e 
and the bulbar scar . Usual ly adhers to the c ore i n 
the bul bar scar area . The eraillure f l ake , i tse lf, 
l eaves no scar on the core . The dorsal siae o~ the 
e r aillure flake bears no c ompression rings but t"i.e 
ventral side 1 s be"lrScom
pression rings whi ch match t e scar l eft on the 
bul b of force . The erai lure f l ake is convex , 
concave . 13:xample: i1en el l enz . (Men i cus ) 

Use up . Consumed - either from function , wear , 
or by the stonework9r . 

Arti f acts which h 8 Ve been rendered useless ec~use 
of resharpening . Cores consume f ro~ flake and 
blade re ~ oval or from re j uvenat ion • 

....:f},4 

~✓ (/,, 

A - i~-. 

;/4 ~~ ~ 



Face: 
,t/ 

acet: / 

Fa c t : / 

Feathering : ~ 

ire hecks: ✓ 

i ssures : / 

Flake : / 

l aker : / 

Gl ossary - 11 

The dorsal or ventral surf8ce of t he aFtifa c t . 

Ei ther a natura l or artifi cal p l ane surface . 
If a rtifi cal , f acet i s~ du~e ..,,1~ ~~-4,Q4--V,,<~ 
i ntent ona l gri n ing . Pl us ed w en 
descri bing parts of f l ake scars . 

Der i ved rem " Factam" - to do . An act or deed . 

Undetected strains induced i n l i triic mat~rial 
causing mol ecul ar stress an wea ness . General y 
due to improp-=~r recover·, of e asticity . 

A tec~nique which prod 
terminates in an edge 
b ades or fl ake;, ~i th ;, ,.'"' 
t;fu,,tl--~✓~ ,,.-~, 

~~~ which 
mqrgin . Produces 

e ges 9n 0istal ens . 

Distinct ve minute crq,c1{s in stone) Usu8.lly_ t 'r " 
;r:::-::: rectangul ar in shqpe .. Appears in r 11alcedoni c 
roc 1{::.; : ic'~ :'la,·e teen either heated. or cool ed too 
rapidly. May be ass ci8ted with pl anned th8rmal 
treatment or mere y, , e resul t of 9-cci ental heat 
contact . Excessive heat w 11 cause roes to 
become granul ar and scal y and, ill usu~lly chqnge 
the col or to a porcelai n wh i te . 

i nes o radi i usu8.l l y originating at the margins 
of the flakes and dir~cte~ towar the point of 
force . Fi ssures are not cracks but are crests 
and troughs . The appearance o fissures on the bulb 
of force usuall y i ndicat~s tat a p~rcussion 
tec hni que .t«s used . i ssures are also kno~n as 
" hac k l es " . 

A pressure i mpl ement used to r emove flakes uring 
t he p r ocess o forming or sharpening . ame as 
compr essor . The wor "flaker" r e l a t es to pr essure 
flaki ng whereas t~e i ~pl ement use for percussion 
wor k i sref erred t o as a "pe r cussor " . 



laking: / 

Flake type : .,_,,,/ 

Flat Flaking: 

Flint: v 

Flints: i/ 

Flintknapper: / 

Flint-like: i/ 

Flute: J 

Fluted 
J 

Point: f;, 

~ 
Foliate: ✓ 

Glossg,ry - 12 

Process of removing small pieces of mater 81 from 
objective piece by pressure , percussion , indirect 
percussion or the combination of pressure and 
p'ercuss ion. 

Groups of flakes which bear tee nological attributes 
showing rhythms and prototypes of their mode of 
removal from a core. 

A technique of removing flakes to result in~ a 
plane surface. 

siliceous material i eally suited for flaked 
implement manuf4cture . Responds well to the 
applicqtion o force , either percuss i on or 
pressure . Usually a fine-grained rock of the 
arker shades. Occurs as nodes or nodul~s in 
imestones and chal ks as rounded or irregular 

masses . 

A general term denoting all flaked artifacts r 
ma e of stone. Associated with the Brandon) _ . 
flintknappers ~ who percussed pieces 

of flint to be used ~~S for~ es . ' . 

One who forms stone implements by controlling 
the fracture o the material . An artificer. 

Used to refer to any lithic material which reacts 
like f int when subjected to force. Material 
having the properties of isotrophism and some
what cryptocrystalline and homogeneous. 

semi-concave 
A negative/flake scar having parallel si es . 
The result of force applied to the objective 
piece which has previously had special 
preparation of the surface and plat f orm area to 
accomplish fluting . A concave trough on the art
ifact from the proximal toward the istal end . 
General ly related to blademaking and basal ,,// _/ 
thinning of pro j ectile points. Pro uced to ~ vr 
~~01¥e special hafting . Te act of re~oving a 
channel flake the vertical len~th o~ the artifact. 

A projectile point bearing on_e or two longitudinal 
e scars from base toward the tip on one or 

both faces o the artifact . Transverse §ection is 
bi -c on~ave if both sides are flute • If on y one 
side is fluted , the transverse section is then 
concave-convex , or planoconvex . 

Leaf-shaped . 



Geometric Microli ths: ✓ 

Gravitational V 
Center: 

Grinding: ✓ 

Grindstone : V 

G ossary - 13 
. ...r'. C ,,,_,a'j(. ~i-t.>r . 1 ~~tr:_( 

W i:t ,..~ W ~ ' r ✓-~ .,;N, 
:~ . fa ,_.) vl4+.,,,.;.;a.. ,,, 

Small geometri~EruL..,.£ ointed -t:o.ol s . ~ @ 41' · 
Usually made by severing blades into 
transverse sections. Common forms are 
rectangular , triangular , lunate and ot herf 
forms . Some mArg ns are steepl Y: _,E...::.!fuched . 
Believed to be used as inserts ~ making a 
composite tool . 

~J~~~=e /~7 ~~ 
A stone implementl~~~~~~ ionally designed to -ee 

--p l,j atoo. Used to incise or form organic mRteria l s r 
and soft stone . 

Ania 1 ~ point located 
mass ,, 0.1 _ the center o 
considered when subjecting 
force . 

in the center of a 
gravity . Must be 

l i t ic artifacts to 

A dual- purpose preparation techn i que . Weakens 
a plane surface and strengthens a rounded surfRce . 
Accomplished by gr.in i ~'SP S:t re& Hi~ ] ' 
j~.asj1~e ~ ~t°;;_~~~~~,;~ 
, tli-,~ .a~. Ct.4-e, ,--e-vµ;'~~ 

Abrasive stone compose o bonded granules of 
rock . Abrasive st nes with 'V'""lrf'--l.::-Y-1' ,g;._---:.t..i....~~.u.. 

granules j ~ ' rent bonding agents are 
selecte to conform to the li thic material 
being formed or sharpened . Generally , the h9rder 
the material being worked , the softer the grind
stone . 



Hackles : 

Hand-held: ✓ 

Hinge 
Fracture : V 

Homogeneous : V 

Hypothesis: i/ 

Glossary - 14 

See "Fissures". 

Manner of hol in~ the objective piece in the left 
hand while force is exerted by th~ right hand 
through the percussor or compressor. 

A fracture at the distal end of a flake or blade 
which pre nts detachment of the flake Mo its 
proposed terminal point. A hinge fracture terminates 
the flake at right angles to t~e longitudinal axis 
and the ½reak is usually roQnded or blunt. Not 
to be confused with a step fracture. 

Of the same structure , nature , or kind throughout . 
Of like substance . 

Derived from the Latin word "supposito" = to 
suppose. Implies the existance of a fact based 
on what is observed. 



Igneous Rock: V 

Ignumbri te : / 

I mpact cars :V 

Inclusion: / 

I n irect i./" 
Free-hand: 

J 
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Rock formed by solidification of hot mobile 
material called rnggma. 

A silicic volcanic roe forming thick , massive , 
compact , lave-like sheets usually cover ng a 
wide area . fhe rock is chiefly a fine-grained 
rhyolite tuff forme mainly o glass particles 
welded by incandescent volcanic c ou. O ten confuse 
with obsidian. 

adiating fissur e s on bulb of force generally 
o_percuss ion techn~g_ue · an ·the ~ or· a: h?:ir ""'

pe re us s or:... ffe;, ~ ~~-----
#io f1- 07~-- -

An i mpurity t>'ll· foreign bodytl which deters the 
homogenity of the lithic mat~rial . 

~rl- ~ 
_{ A. percussion~ chn. ique t involves strik~.:: 

,iJ. ·-- ~~ . '~ :., ~ · ~ 1e d in the unsupported · 11 • ' 

punch-like "bool ·:I i;;h a percuss or .r. ~ . ~ 

~("' ormally requires the services of a second 

In situ: 

~ .J1person. ~_,f 

Natural. position o~ an object or mqterial . 
,-J'here irst formed or eposite • ~-nJlebu -.. L:. j.-

Intermedi qte / 
Tool: 

Interval of Rm~ta~tx 
Contact: ✓ 

Interval of ✓ ./ 
pacin : t~ .J Irr~ 

I sotrophic: 9 
____ _,,,,,,,.,,-, 

----~...-

A punch-like o · ~~ antler , 9~~~ ,woo ~s W]e , 
or metal ,~ ~-P~ .....,_.. 1mpait'"fo1c'e -n,-a p re e term1ne 
area on eith~r a core or stone tool. tto~l::e r 
strikes the base of 11e punch with a p..,rcus or. 

Factor o contact tine etween the percussor an 
the o jective p ece. T~e har p9rcussor has a short 
interval of contact for it deliver~s inst31taneous 
concentrated force . he softer percussor has~ 
lon6er 'nterval of contact because it is more 
yielding and therefore allows the ~orce to be 
applied more slowly. 

The spacing distance 
flake scars . 

etween the marginal 



ade: 

Jasper : 

Glossary -

A metamorphic rocJ.r o.,.. varied colors. Gem 
variety is a le-green and "'.,raxy-s i te. A~ 
material of extraordinary toughness but onl y 
six and one-half on Moes scale o~ hardness. 
M1st be formed by grinding - not flaking. 

An impure variety o~ chalcedony ~ in 
. fJ • various opaque colors. Adaptable for flaking 
~~ .-'- stone art ifacts . 



Keel: V 

Knapper: 

Knapping: 

Knife . 
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Ridge formed by a feathering terminati n of 
flakes at the median line . Can also be a single 
ridge on the dorsal side o~ a blade - generally 
on the median line - resulting from a previously 
detached blade. 

One who works st one by flaking , i.e. flintl-mapper 
or artificer. Old world term possible derived 
from the knapping hammer us~d by stone masons. 

::/to~ ~✓ ~ 
Process of fracturing st9ne , b y tbA percu?sion . Sf' 
technique ~ -~ .£--rs-a~-aJ r4~ ?,;;;{;_~ .-

tone implement made to serve as a cutting tool 
by unifacially or bifacially flaking one edge. 
A11. unmodified flake or blade with a keen edge 
can also serve as a knife. Or a flake or blade 
with a sharp edge can be intentionally backed on 
one edge to protect the ~»smimKxhand when the 
cutting motion is exerted to the keen e ge. 



Lanceolate: / 

Lateral margins: i../' 

Leading 3dge: ✓ 

Levallois 
Technique: 

Lip: / 

L thic: ✓ 

Longitudinal 
Lateral ✓ 
Section: 

Longitudinal 
Transverse / 
Section : 

only 

Glossary - 1 

First blade removed from a core. Bears 
bi-directional flake scars on the dorsal 
surface , the result of the wor er preparing 
a ridge to guide the blade. 

Lance or spear-like. 

Margins of flakes , blades and other stone tools 
on either or both sides of the longitudinal axis. 

Working part of either the stone implement or 
core which is nearest the knapper. Ege of the 
objective piece facing the knappPr. 

A special core preparation technique which allows 
the percussion removal of flake implements requir
ing little or no mo if cation. The Levallois tool 
is planoconvex and. is characterized by inter
secting flake scars on the dorsal side . Generally , 
one or two useab e flakes are detached before the 
core is iscarded . Thiste c hnique encompasses several 
methods of flake removal. 

f la l{e or blade 
Projection foun on cor~/, or stone tool which 
results from the bulbar scar. A concavity causing 
an overhang. Usually found on the lea ing edge. 

Derived from the Greek word "lithos" = stone . 
Pertaining to stone. 

The area of the artifact bounded by the proximal 
and distal ends and both lateral margins . 

The thickness of the artifact between the 
dorsal and ventral side and boun ed by the proximal 
and distal ends. 



Marginal • / 
Fissures: \.../ 

Marginal 
Grinding : V 

Mass : 

Mechanics of / • ~h£,,~. 
rac t ure : ✓ ~~u,,~ 

Median L ne: v 

Menicus : / 

Microb ade: / 

Microburin: / 

Micro bur in ' / 
Technique: V 

Micro Core : 

Micro Flake: 

/ 
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See "Fissures". 
I 

LfA/j;br~ 
Process of smoothing edges~ faei litat c hafting 

to make margins stronger. and m~~ egu ::ir . - " . ~ ?~Ck ~ -.if , 
A quant ity of matter forming a body . 

he rinciples of motion an force appli~d to r 

mater al ... ~:. ie:'½ io isetp9p11.ie ~tx!'e . ~-tF~..tl' 
a,.,✓ ~a--n..,?'U,?, :.I .,.. (fv<e,c.~~..£ r ~ 

An imaginary line pertaining to the middle part 
of the artifact from the proximal to the istal 
end . Can be on either face. 

Concave on one side and convex on the other . 
(See eraillure flake) 

A cha racteristic mode or manner of proce ure. 

Small specialized flake three times as long as 
wide with parallel or sub-parallel latera l margins . 
Dorsal side must bear two or more . c rs r~sulting 
from previous blade re moval ~ . t point 
in t11e same directi on as the bl9de is etached . rom 
the core. Diminutive blades general y made by the 
pressure technique. Common to some Arctic cultures. 
( See " blades") 

Waste product not intended for function . Usua l y 
the proximal or distal end o~ a blade. Residue 
of geometrical microlith industries. Not to be 
confused with either a diminutive burin spall or 
burin core . Can be made by a sp~cial technique 
of severing prismat c blades . 

Method of severing blades to ma. e , eometrical 
microliths . Technique requires weq enine the 
blade by ma rginal notch ng an _ then br ~ak ng it 
at the notch . 

Nucli . The material re ~a1n1n~ after microblades 
have be e n detache from the mass . 

Diminut ive pr~ssure flake resu ting from forming, 
serrating , notching , and retouching . 



Microliths: 

Mingle: V 

Morphological V 
Typology: 

Multi-direct i onal/ 
Core: 

Naturefacts: / 
( Pseudo tools) 

Negative ul ✓ 
Scar: 

Negative Bulb V 
of Force: 

Non-undulated: ✓ 

Notching: 

Nuclei: 
j 
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Very small geometric form tools commonly used 
in com osite tools . Formed from prismRt c bla es , 
using the harp unmodified lateral edges as the 
cutting _ _,-f' J.. 

To mix or mingle material from one source. 

O,,nJ,~+:a~ ,.~~ 
a-e•+-eti,-e-e~ of typing stone tools ~ the tr rurious 
form;.(. This can be misleading , for tools hqving 
the same form may we ha~~~~n produced by 
di ferent techniques , and~.crnt~naea f9r _diffe~ent 
f unc t i ona 1 purposes • ~__, d.</f'~ 1u:.l. , ~----6-.o 

I' ' ,µ 
Core/~ scars ~ w~ thqt flakes orb ades 
were removed in ore than one direction. 

Pseudo artifacts caused by natural soil movement , 
glaciation , wave action , high veloc ty water move 
ment , gravity (such as 8lluvial fans or steep 
inclines) , rapid tempArature changes , internal 
pressure (such as starch fractures and p ot lids) , 
exfoliation, tectonic movements, diastrophism , 
solifluction , foot trampeling an. other unintentional 
activi ty caused _Ag~ _pR-ture r a th~r than by man. These 
conditions can ~ flakes , ~ in such 
a manner that may resemble_:e'mbroynic tool.-. . 

~ r ce., 
Scar made by the removal of bul or force when 
detaching a flake or blade. Usually associate 
with the core. 

Slight depression at the proximal end of flake or 
blade scar . An imprint o the cone part abrays on 
the objective piece and not on ~lake or blade • 

.r'lakes and ~ scars showi ng the absence of 
compression rings on the plane of fracture . 
Related to material an special techniques. 

Technique of indenting the base of a proj9ct i le 
point or knife to facilitate hafting . Usu8lly by 
the pressure ,1)/' c gntque , ,,.._Several tr~ ~::,J'- ~ L__:_, 
identified. ~~~~Cl./ · 'l}__,,,~~--(7, 

he core . Nucli= singular; nucleous or nucleuses. 
plural. A central mass or a kernal . Part remaining 
after removal of UBT>J@nt 0 c;l_ re.rt; on , ~ excess mater al , 
or after flakes or blades have been etached. Core 
tool could be a nuclei artifact . 



Objective Piece: 1/ 

Oblique V 
Flaking: 

Obsidian: / 

Obscure / 
Side: 

Overhang: / 

Ovates: / 

Glossary ~~/,, -· 1 
. /-'I/~-£ tr~ , ~ --Li thic material being workedA / Can be nodule , e , 

blade , blank , preform , core, uniface, biface, o 
any permutation of. object to completed form" 

o.p-a~-H'ftet--f;,~~ 'i--,µ,J.:P.H~~ ).N 

Flakes removed diagonally to t~e long axis of the 
artifact . Parallel flaking directed diagonally 
across' the surface of the artifact . 'l)flecfl-un '?_ 
~~ from tJ1e -~er right 5£1,he To~~. , 

~ ~ '7 ~~~ ~ , 
Igneous glassy , volcanic rock . Generally bla~k 
although some deposits are red , greetj or brown . 
I <£ often ,8'anded and of different degrees of 
transparency . Well suited for flaked implement 
manufacture for it produces a very sharp cutting 
edge . 

Term used to denote the underside, or unexposed 
face of an arti f act. Used to help explain the 
holding method duri n~ A~S~~§sure flaking . For 
example: During th~f fTa.KUig process , the artifact 
is generally held{fn t 1')# _17 - · f the hand and 
flakes pressed off the face resting on the palm . 
This face is not visible to the worker and , there
fore , it is called the "obscure side" . 

See "Lip" . 

Long oval implement s . Can be blanks or preforms . 
Ell i ptical . Bifacial or unifacial . 



Paralle l: = V 

Parallel 
Flaking: V 

Patina: V 

Percussion 
Flaking : ;/ 

Percussor: ~ ' 

Permutation: v 

Perpendicular to .✓ 
Plane of Fracture: 

Phylogeny: 

Picks: 

ane 0 
1
/ 

Cleavage : 

Plane of 
Fracture: 

P:bano 
Convex: 
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0 to 180 degrees. 

The last of several stages of pressure retouch. 
Arti f act surface must be regular and uniform 
before precision parallel flaking can be 
accomplished. The flakes resemb e micro- bladelets 
and are re.moved in sequance at right angles f'rom 
the lateral edges . 

An a lteration of the sur ace by mol ecu ar or 
chemical change an not to be con use with 
sand lasting. 

A m9thod of striking with a percussor to dP.tach 
flakes or blades from ~a ore or mass . Percussion 
fl aking inclu es · techn qups -~ to remove 
flakes by eith~r impact, col ision or concuss on . 

An implenent use for striking. Inclu es hammArs , 
hammerstones orb llets. 

Interchange. To chan~e one thing for another . 

Axis of ongitu inal medi8n in8 o fla 1:e an 
flake scar. 

z ,, 

The line, or lines, of direct 
group. 

ecent in a g iven 

Long n a rrow , thic , corA tools. Prominent ee 
on orsal si e an p ano on ventrq l si~e . Pointed 
on one or both ens. 

Te 0 littinz , or tendency to split , along planes 
determined by crystal ~tructure , or by bedd ng 
planes in sedimentary roe _s . Parallel plan~s of 
weakness 1'thin the structure w' ich destroy the 
homogenity of the material . 

The s urface on the ventral si e o~ t e fla~e 
bearing the positive scar of the bul of orce ; 
the ne ative scar being on the core or stone tool. 

Flat on ventral surface - curved on dorsal surface . 
Common to unifacial arti acts . 



Platform: 

Pli:itform "' 
Angle: 

Point of 
Contact: 

Polishing: ,,.; 

Polyhedral 
Core: 

Posterior 1. 

Positive Bulb 
of Force: 

Pot Lid: l 

Preform: V ~ 

Precision V 
Thinning: 

t,-

The table, or surface area , 
necessary to detach a flake 
either natural or prepared . 
cone part. 
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receiving the force 
or blade. Can be 

The truncation of the 

The angle of the platform measured from the dorsal 
to the ventral side. At right angles, or less , to 
the longitudinal axis . Angle of platform on flake 
or blade corresponding with parental platform 
angle of core. 

~ 'y- C , 

Platform part , or cone truncation , ..., . the ~ -
forceful meet ng of percxssor and objective piece:~ 

~ 
To make smooth by rubbing with ine abrasive 
material. Strengthens the platform. Can also 
be the result of function . 

uclei. Core bearing multiple bl9de scars. 
Generally cylindrical . 

Bottom, base. Opposite of anterior . 

Rounded (onion-shaped ) protuberance found on t e 
ventral side of a flake orb ade at the proximal 
end. Bulb is part of the cone of orce. 

planoconvex flake leaving a concave scar. 
These are the result of differential expansion and 
contraction of isotrophic material but are minus 
the compression rings of force lines usually 
associate with these conditions. Generally they 
are a natural occurance rather t.an intentional 
results of man made flakes. 

Pre= prefix denot ng priority , first . Form , from 
the L8tin "forr<J.a" = to shape . Pre orrninc;,; denotes 
t he first shaping . Pre orm is an unfinis ed , unused 
form of the proposed artifact . It is larger th8 rl_.i 
an without the re inement oJ the completed tool . 
Generally ma e by direct percussion . It is thick , 
with deep bulbar scars , has irregular edges , and no 
means of hafting y Not to be confused with a lank. 

A recision metho of thinning by wh'ch the worker 
controls the direction an termination of the lakes 
at the median line o the artifact. by applying ether 
the paralle or collateral flaking tec~n que . lakes 
are intentionally terminate in a hinge or step 
fracture at the median line to al ow lakes det9ched 
from the opL)osi te margin to meet an1 intersect 
these f ractures . 



Pressure 
Flaking: 

Primary 
Reto uch : v 

Pr i mitive: t,/' ./ 

Pr ismatic ✓ ✓ 
Bl ade : 

~ ,·~i t,D 
~~ r,. ~f_; , • 
Pro j ecti l eV t.. 

Po i nt: 

Pseudo / .,,, 
J:_qols : / v 
~~IV 

Pun h: / t 
Te c ~ni que : 
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Process of form i ng an sharpening s t one by removing 
surpl us material in the form of l akes from the 
artifact by a pressing force rather than by per
cuss i on . There are various indi~idual techni ques 
of pressure flaking . 

Removal of i rregularities on the artifac t by the 
pressure t e c hnique . 

Pertai ning to the beginni ng or origin or to early 
times. Original , first , primary , primord a l. 

ong , narrow , spe c ial i zed flake with paral lel sides . 
Trapezoi a l i n section and generally bearing three ( 
prism-like facets on the dorsal side . Associated , 
with b l ades r e ~oved from a Pol yhedral c ore . 

Spear , dart , or arrowpoint . 

See "Naturefacts" . 
Or,,v ~,rnZ~~~ ~ 7 ~0~ --/~~ 
c,,c/~• 
A me t hod of appl ying percussion forc e to an 
int ermediate t6b1 {punch )~ ~e punch ean be 
~Jer , bo:n@ , woor'l , lll~tal , or gtorn~. 



Random Flaking : t/ 

Recoi 

Rejuvenate: ,/ 

Residual 
Core: 

Retouching: / 

Ridge: ✓ 

ipple: 
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Multi-directional , multiform ann without order 
for mat:ing the artifact regul,::ir in form. Used 
without further refin~~ent; or a stage of primery 
retouch prior to precision flaking . 

Rebound . Recovery from the shock ue to the 
sudden applicqtion of force . Do':ls not excee 
e l astic limit of mgter al . 

•ro renovate, renew , restore , re-create, or 
re-establish . 

An amorphous core without e f inite form , hqving 
the p atform area exhauste • Beqrs scars denoting 
the removal of flakes or ble es. 

a technique use to thin straighten , shqrpen , 
smooth an m,;i'<:e t e arti act more r':lgu ar in forT11. 
Generally involves the u~e of rPssure in one or 
more steges. 1etouch Dg usual y roll~ra p 0 rcuss on 
preforming. fore pieecis ion pres sure r,10rlc mey be 
accomplish':ld, one rm.st first re 'love a irregu l ar
i ti,e · or th·" ,J1 J .cti ve piece by 8. primnry retouch 
and then o a secondary retouch . 

A projection. The intersection o~ two surfaces 
forming a salient angl~ ~1 ~ The me ian long tu inql 
lines o an arti fr::ict,v"':t miboidal in~ • Long 
crest , or sp·ne , eithAr n~tural or jt!;-,re~ y unifqca 
or bifacial flqk·ng . Gen~rally used to ...:,Ui e the 

x:tt xt blPd.e fr0m the core • 

. :aves a eari ...:, on the plane of fracture. 
Compression rings . ~haracteristic to soli s 
which hqve the ro 9rties of viscous 1 ui • 



Salient b1tlb: V 

San stone: / 

Serrating: ./ 

Shearing: / 

Shear Stress: V 

Side-V ew : i/ 

ide Scraper: V 

Siliceous: / 

Silicification : 
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d bul o 9 force having good definition o the 

cone part. In icating a confin8d contqct area of 
force. 

A sedimentary rock composed of sand and oniing 
ineral . Generally used for erin ing and polishi~g. 

Very compact an homogeneous varieti~s can be form8d 
L to var;.ous artifacts by p~rcussion f ak ing. 

I I ;,.,, 
I fr,,, 1 """'l',i '. ·, . . It, ~ 

. ~~I~ expandingrrfake ~c~ars , ,- ovP-r:l:a-ppimg to 

. I'~- resemble scales. May be t1e r•"'sult of pressure or 
~t?I-' ercussion . 

Indenting the edges by alternating the removal 
of flakes,or rep~atin6 notches at regular ntervals. 

Technique of turning the edge by wiping a ro -lie 
pressure tool along t e margin wile pressing inward. 
Rapl m0thoi -~ _n. • ~ - plqtform preparation 

pri01'.' to pressure flr-iking c,:.....,JZ rf~T-
To sever from opposing forces. 

The lateral edge , or margin , o9 th8 artifqct wen 
tis held horizontal to t~e viewer. 

Implement with beveling o~e or more margins 
of a flake or bl A.de .'1j ~~ i2., ~~1', ~e, 

.(1'~ (, ~ 

Of/or pertaining to silica. High silica content . 

'I'he intro uction of , or replacement by , silica. 

Silicified slate: / Slate w·th a high sil ca content causin~ it to e 
much har er t~an normal. 

Silex: 1/ 

Sinuous : 

A term commonly used to d.ef-i ne 01 :for roe s o~ 
a siliceous or chalcedonic nature. Possibly .e r ved 
from the French Nord "Sil8X 11 m8aning flint . ot 
to e confused with a trade name of a manufactured 
glass . 

Snake-like . Alternating , or wavey . Margins of 
artifacts are made sinuous by re~oving flakes 
alternately from the lateral edges . 



Slate: 

Snapping:L/""' 

Solifluction: 4
/ 

Split Cone V 
Technique: 

Step 
Fracture: 

Strangled Flake ✓ 
or Blade: 

Stronger 
Platform: 

Summit: 
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Metamorphosed fine-grained sedim~nts with well
defined cleavage . FormF- by grinding r9. ther t 1an 
laking. O~i,;w' 

Metho of producing a tra verse f ctur~ to 
sever blades and flakes. ~is apju e from 
the ventral surface toward the dorsal side . 

The process of slow movement of water-saturated 
ground masses from higher to lower levels. 
Movements of earth oay cause "Naturefacts" to 
be formed . 

See "Flake". 

At present , the technique is egnimRt c but hqs 
been observed bn artlfacts~·round ·_. ilh r"dabble -.:: tmplement 
i n ustries which have had large exterior fakes re
moved from the cobble's surface . These flakes have 
no bulb of force , the result of t 11e wor er using the 
anvil technique an splitting the con8 of force . 
his technique has been note by Charl8s Borden on 

the Frazier River artifacts , and by others . 

A flake , or fake scar , which terminates in an 
abrUJ?tt~~~ht angle break at the point of truncation. 
It i§ 1 tHe result of the dissipation of force, or 
the collapse of the flake . 

,- ~ 

(a J ;'~~ 
Intentional ~irect y oppositaj flakingX'5n both 
margins to make a constriction , or narrowing . 

A platform which has been strengthened either by 
polishing , or by providing a greater area to rece ve 
the applied force. 

Protuberance. High point . Apex . (See Crest) 



Tang: 

Taxonomy: V 

Technique: 
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See "Barb" . 

Science o~ system~tics. Arrangement and 
classification according to relationship. 

The word "technique" applied to stone tool 
manufacture denotes the method , execution , per
formance or manipulation of a definite practice 
of forming lithic material; but ref ecting 
distinct flakin~ charqcter and patterns and 
displaying technological attributes. 

To make, fabricate , or prepRre stone tools un er 
certain i .entifiable con it· ons. 2:xample : Bla e
making , per se , is not a technique . But blades 
made by simulated conditions represented by varieties 
of platform prep~ration , degrees and kins of force , 
angles of force , rests or anvils , rhythms and 
muscular motor habits, and. diversified fabrication 
implements will represent a technique . 

A single techniqae can range rom one consist ng 
of only simple , basic principles to one encompassing 
a com ination o cond tions which remain fairy 
constant by requiring a variety of complex pqtterns . 
Example: Simple and. basic technique: removing a 
simple flake with a sharp cutting edge from the 
mass . Compl ex technique: Fabricqting a olsom 
projectile point which requires elabor8te and 
exact preparation to remove dorsal and ventral 
channel flakes. 



Techniques: 

Technology: V 

Technological 
V Attributes : 

Technological v 
Traits: 

Thermal 
Treatment : 

Theory: 

Thickness: v 

hinning ✓ 
lakes: 

Top of 
Core: 

Tradition: 

Trajectory o 
Force: 

Trajectory o 
Fracture: 

✓ 
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1ethods involving technological traits. 

The stu y of techniques. Sc ence of studying an 
interpreting the combined or istinct attributes o~ 
individual techniques . Implies a systematic control 
of mi nute and distinguishable detail. 

Techniques which have diagnostic value s howing 
modes of manufacture, characteristic traits , an 
patterns of human behavior. 

Showing attributes of technology; indiv u,-:i_l or 
traditiona. 

Method of alter ng siliceous mater als by exposure 
t o controlled heat. This treatment ma~As the stone 
more vitreous. 

Derive from the Greek word w2r0
' ¥Jg to contemplate , 

reflect , or speculate . Sometimes equivalent to 
hypothesis - at other times equival~nt to genera 
law or truth . A Theory can sometimes become a 
complicated hypothesis. 

Measurement of the denseness between the dorsal 
and ventral si es . 

Flakes removed from a preform eithAr by pressure or 
percussion to thin the piece or artifact manufacture. 
hinning flakes are also removed to thin a bi ace 

or a uniface. Usually shows special platform 
preparation . 

The technique o mak ng a tip, or point , on the 
distal end of a~ artifact. Several metho s may he 
used to accomplish this. 

Proximal , or platform part of the core . 

~stabl she custom. Historic style . 

Curve or straightness at whic 
to the objective piece. 

orce is app ed 

Curve or flatness o flake and flake scar . 



Tranchet blow: V 

Transverse: ~ 

Transverse 
laking: 

Transverse 
Projectile 
Points: 

Transverse 
Section : 

v 

v 

~ 

Trough: V 

.l'urned ✓ 
Edge : 

Typeology . 

Gloss9.,ry - 3 0 

echnique of strikine to sharpen or re-sharpen 
cleavers and han axes. Blow is struck oblique y 
to the marginal edge to r emove a flake crossw se 
and at right ang es to the main axis of the tool , 
leaving a sharp transverse edge . 

Crosswise . 

Parallel flak ng directe horizontal y to t~e long 
ax s of the arti f act and meeting at them ian line. 

Old Wor points ma e from a section of bla e w th 
the lateral margin serving as thP tip of the point. 
'Jher1 e· 1i 1 yed, they cause profuse hernmoraging . 

The area bounded by and between the lateral margins . 

De ression or hollow between crests . ow point 
between flake or blade scars . Channel scar left 
by flake or blade renoval leaving a concqvity from 
the proximal to the istal end o t e plane of 
fracture . Single troughs are known as ·flutes • 

Marginal edge that has been beveled by s~earing ; 
or removal of multiple flakes by pressure or 
percussion . 

Science of classifying stone tools y orm , 
techniques and technological traits . Must include 
duplication of the technique by first observing 
the intentional form , then reconstruc ti ng , or 
replicating , the tool in the exact order of the 
aboriginal workman .A-,Typeol ogy cannot be base on 
function . " i -¥ ~ i1ows elements o culture. 



Un ulations: ✓ 

Uni-directional t./"' 
Core: 

Uni-directional .,;> 
flake or blade V 
scars: 

Uniface: V 

Unifacial: V 

Unilateral 
Parallel 
laking: 

Ventral: / 

Visible Side: 

Vitre ous : ✓ 

Waste Faakes: 

Gloss13.ry ~ 0/ 
Similar t o compression rings and rippling . 
Common to bl"l.des when thP down-,'1-ard and out,,;rard 

orces are not equalized . 

Core . .:.showing that flakes or bl9-des were removed 
from one platform surface only . 

Scars on a core denoting that force was applied 
in one direction only . The l ateral margins of 
these scars intersect previously removed flake ani 
hlade scars . 

Artifact flaked on one surface only. 

Objective piece bearing flake or blade s cars on 
one surface only . 

A type of diagonal flaking made by bending the 
bladelets from one edge to the other and terminating 
them by feathering before they reach the op posite 
edge. May be made by eith~r palm or finger h() l dlng . 

Plano side , or inner surface, of flake or bl8. e . 
t½e un er surface . 

The apparent face of the arti act. 
visible face. 

Having the near luster of glass . 

The upward , 

Discarded flakes not suitable for function . 
Usually resulting from pl atform preparation , tr mming , 
removing of cortex, and discarded non- homogeneous 
parts . 
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