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10 Dec 78 

It was great to hear from you the other day.I have worked uo a list 
of 27 ruestiors I would like to ask. ost of these are tailor- mRde 
f e r a very urirue ~en, but some are standard. I would like, in these 
irtervi ews,to eek' techr.icPl quest.i0rs as uell as theoretical , rot 
jus t to reach a variety of readers, but because I thir.k they should 
be ? ske6 . You kr,ow , the l-rli:nds of thir:f s you v'o::der about er other 
krap_~er wher· you first meet to help J)U 11 size hi'Tl uo' '. Also to serve 
as models, perh<:i s, of the kir.ds 0f thirgs I thirJT are irn"Jortar t f.or 
the less exoerierced k.e~~ers t0 start thin~ir.~ ebout . I loo~ unor 
the interview es a mears of estaoliehir~ 0 ttit~des a~d , via the 
illustrations as well as the text , ee a ~e2rs of offerir7 models 
of reDlica ti )r sterdard t-ha t other kr;ap.:,ers can sh')ot for . 

-
It is -olain to me :.hat ro ')Ce nar will ever be 2ble to ''replicate " 
.1JJC°Crabtree, that nJ 01.e cerso. ca.c er<uel hLn ir. All the thir:e-s 
he hEs atten,te: . This tr itself is a good thiGE, I ~hink, for it 
will €et other kLar~ers co~certratirQ o- pPrticular s~ills srd tech­
~. ')loeies er.6 this cor ce--::treti ')~, ic turn , ca·,: t_O e lon.r wPy towerd 
0:9e ·1".'g Lew do)rs to k··owled~e. 1 he: ore srre 0 ds O'"'e ' s self too thin, 
u-cless hP is e rere mRster, he \'1111 c-:>ver a lo::. 0f dista..,..ce out 
perheJs miss ell the bJats . So-certrati~p o~ rerticul2r facets - - this 
has beer. the history of scie"ce all al)1€: · 

I would li 1 e to illustrate whatever of ·our W')rks you w0uld li~e t, 
have reuresert you . I received fro~ you 0..,.. ~~y 28, 1977, 10 items, 
9 Jf ~ours a-a o~e of fitmus ' s . _ou sert ar obsidiaG ~ressur e blade , 
5 la.;eol8te pressure ~)i~ts , all but o~e(the one or the cover 0f 
F"S) were flaked u::,uer rt t:) 1 ower left . ·- You als o ser t 2 r otched 
"0 ir ts ar;d a tria :-: ;rule r point . · 11 were beyond words . ( I said et 
the tine that I W"':ted to serd you eomethire- cornuerable 1" rf'>turn . 
I have triec ~ d trled, but have ~o t cone close to ~roduci~~ sonething 
conparable f')r you . Yet . ) 

I will be glad to illustrate these . G4~d these will be represertiDg 
you 1 1 the lar~e display on Lithic Iech th t I a~ putti..,..~ tofether 
for the ~amu~key I~diar useu~-- alor~ with the work 0f jordes, 
1'ixier, .Bre.dlev, i<'len'1H'en, Bon ichsen , ..} . 'J. " '"'lci)rf, 3olly , e~a 
others . 1.e hol;)e to be a rep,)sitory of co·1 te'1.1porar;;, 1 rar er ' 0 viork. ) 
3ut if you would li~e to have otner of yJur works - - FolsJm, etc.- ­
in there 1 seLd theTI J~ dow~ . 

Also, in the interview, there is n o limit to how ~uc h you wert to 
say or these suojects . P YJd :->s i- 27shows, Y.:Ju are free to bri,-:cr in 
ary other to~ic you wish tJ discuss . _his issue will be devoted 
largly to you so take all the time •ou wish . (And be sure to serd 
us the bill, or better yet , reverse the charges . ~herP is ro re~s~ 
for \ J)U t1 f'))t this bill. ) 

Hha t I really would like ':'.J do fo:'.' v'.)U is to al lov-1 you the o -oortur ­
ity to rive the kird of 1~~erviev· you may have alwRys wished to ~ive 
but C')UldT ' t oeceuse of limited aucierce ir:terest. Y)u~ will ha 'Q' e 

...r:.. 



a captive auoie.ce of flintk.E'p_ers s::, gQ to it . 1 .. e will als::, be 
reacni ~ s::,me wh1 ma} L)t have yet he"rd of rou-- R1-ne of the 
oetter c::>,fercial kn o-e!'s( li'-p ttif_en2rt) a. d s,.,11e ::,f the -3~& ... f 9,.:;. 

" e->:>e_- ;.. e_ .1u:.hFr ,ridorc c::,Jole :: "r Frs, h)"' J"re u flit ::,cules 
f 0 r builcH·: ol::,cks.A"d w\:lc'l -pver :h,ur;;ht ::,f ~a 1·i "' et::,re t·JJlP. : 
\_het ' s D1ther ~hole scho1l Qf roe·•\ ·Ap rs, el::,~ vith the gre ~? 
st::,~e k~ap ers. - □ much yet t::, k~ow.). 

Let ' s make thA taped C')"'7 r~-ti_0r _·ec : .... , c..f, ell --~ ~ftr fl • h.,, 6. 

A merry Christ~es t~ ·::,u fr::,~ Li~d" ~rd I, 

rre t t C lahan 

S- Tixier seLds you his very best . 

C - D :_r ,-., ,,, i r rl ~ f' _,. ~ ~ ' 
_ , 1 L .2, ~ '"'l'r> • r- re c:>rversations in the fut -

ure? I hate t::, have any of your words -nissed fDr future ri'Jsterity . 
I -neart to ~eii M ask y::,u this the othPr d~y. 



9 Dec 78 Don Crabtree Interview format 
Flintknapners ' Exchange 

(Suoject to char.ge) 

1.-With all of ~he modern surgical methods at your disposal, why in 

EC 

the world did you decide to have your surzery do:rie with stone tools? 

2.-Would you cere to discuss the extent a~d rature of the surgery you 

have had done with stone tools? 

3. -Could you tell us about your very beginrings in flintkrapnir.g-­

where, when, how? 

4.-What were y::)Ur aims and objectives in the beginning ard how heve 

they cnanged i ~ the intervening __ years? 

5 .-How much lithic material do you go thru in a year? 

6. - What lithic material have you sper:t the 11)s t time on gnd what other 

~aterials do you rrefer~ 

7. - How do you l'.)ca te, ruarry, and process your li thic rna terial? 

8 .-Do you feel t-hat the working- of obsidian has mueh carry-over to the 

workirg of Lhe tougher litnic nater i als like cuertzite, rhvolite, 

felsite, or unheated cherts? 

9.-Could you discuss the ev.'.)lutiori of your st~re to,,l___.navir:;:: kit? 

10-Bow many firished store t)ols do you rec'kor: J'.)U have made a-d where 

do they er,d up'! 

11-What catalog system do you use to keep trPck of the tools you h~ve 

12-What, to you, have bee~ tne nost challe~Ei~g store tools to re~lic 0 te? 

13-\,here c ::)Uld one go t) see exa 11ples of your wor;{': ( ~- '.)W r nd in the fut-

over :he ye e.rs '; 

15-Hov, 'TID~y ir.c i viduals have studied urder you and what ki nds of things 

have they rone or. to do? 
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Crabtree 2 

16-·, he. t work did you do at the li thic lab at the Ohio State ."useU'n 

with Hol~es Ellis ir the earl y 1940 1 s? 

17-Have you come up with 2ny rew fluti~~ techri0ues since your 1966 

paper or Lindenmeier Folso~ reolicati on? . \__../ 

18THow did you stumble it:to billet flakir:<:?? 

19-now ,,,ou.ld you differer.tiate between re plicati')n ard si'Tlulati'.)r? 

20-1.;hat kind of irformation do you think we should be obte.ining from 

the study of flake scars o~ st0ne tools? 

21- Do you see much differerce , or a subtle level 9erhaos, between 

the flake scars made by experienced modern knappers oti a given 

type of stone tool , ard, if so, c~uld this tell us arything 

about different individuals in the past: 

22- In what subtle ways do you think the flake scars produced by copper 

& iron pressure flakers a re different from those produced by 

antler tines? 

23-To what extent do you feel we can really understand the attributes 

of a stone tool wi th:::,ut going out and using it functiamally? 

24-\;hat 9re sD.ne cD•:tributi'J :s that VJu feel the T)r. - 2cade.nic kr::2:.-,per 

could offer to make fli~tkr.a~cing seem :::,f ~ore releva~ce to the 

orofessiJ~al archeJlJgist --or, put a~otner way, Jf what real value 

is flir.tkna~pir.€ t, science? 

25 - WhBt are some ways ir w'.-ich the Drofessioral world nir-:1t do more 

tD sporsor the tale~ts Jf commerciel knac~ers SJ as to zive them 

a viable altercative t·J t:ie Q'1der9_:r'.)Ui1d -narket? 
~\,{,,I. \1".,- • ... , 

26- '·ihat are your main cJmplaL0 ts a,.,d. su~EJ'.eStiJns es to the directior. 

the field of lithic tech:::olDt:Y has taken and should take? 

27 - \,ha t other tD c ic s have we Yni t ted tna t y·D u. w::nld like tD fl'.e t on 

tne reco!'.'d? 
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