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So glad to receive your letter and infomation t>n the new teohni::pl.~ 
of olacle ~uaking. I ha,re taken t,he U.b,:n•t:.r of sen~ing t.ha :oa:;_)er to 
t.r1u lit.hie taohnol.ogy field school of ~shington State !Jrdversi ty 
ounJuo ,xi h,Y Jeff.1.•ey ii'ltmil{en. He has f i,i/A pe,r.-tietp~nts who all have 
their Ph D's and I felt that this would ~ ve them an opportun1 ty to 
tr,t .:our new app1•0.9.ch :!t. d$tach:tng blade~ frotr: a po1yhedr,ll core. 

Tho oora si}~es that th,!:fse people ha.va hi;,~n working with at-e so 
varitible from mioro blade$ t.o lat"gfll pressure blades inool:'por-etirig 
<"- rn.whor of diff erard:. tech.-10lcgias.. It wi 11 be b1tei. .. 4'Sting t.o see 
'!:.he results by their· following ycur deserlptior1 of blt:i.d.e detachweut. 

By the way, the n,&thod ot holding ehows the platf<>rm part of the 
COJ:'€1 .r·aoing the workel" which indiee.t.es a pushing rather than •· 
pulUng teohniqu~. ! feel that more d~awings in detail would greatly 
improve the pa.per. Tho obtus~ &np;!es as ycu deecribe wlll no t cut 
flesh or· soft mat&r-ials and they are only useiful for cu.ttir!g he.rd 
mat.arials-. The danger in holding ia th.et perimeter a.round tha ple.tfcrm 
of th.61ir sharp edges left when the over.h!i.>1.g is not ?'$r.i-ovoo. The 
overhang is not removed on the Belize blades nor- is 1 t on the blades 
that o-,me from Colirua in southweete.rn f.erloo. 

'Ihe report on Irwin Rovn"r showed that in his st.udyi ng t be Ca::."'n egi~ 
collection there are 80111& cores that were ~/4" 1n length ~;,oifl\'he 
create a dit.fioulty in holding the core between the reet. t1 
technological traits are indicated by the tom, pl.Attorm prepara · on. 
and size ot th& core and are indieattve or certain peoples in time 
and soace and there are probably many technologies represtinted lin the 
detachment or blades from Meso lmerican cores. 'lbt'i!Y are not a ~ 
polyhedral. '!here is still much to disous5 in regard to pl'et,sti~8 

blademaking. 

I just talked to Payson Sheets (University or Colorado) describing 
801119 ot the very large cores and blade traits 0£ Salvadore and he 
agrees that there may be a number or different approaches for 
blade detachMnt. It is most inte:relSting and this is a mos; ~iqu,• 
technique and may have been used in numerous areas of Maso .!lC~ric!I 
1n time and space. 
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I will look forward t.o seeing you in August and we can continue tome 
of th'9 re$e~re'1 on bla.d~aking and p.a:rt.1cul:lrly the preforming ot 
the cor$s. It itlvclves more than juet the obsidian and the tool to 
detach the bl&des . 

DC twt 

Don Crabtree 

R.es<ll.nrch .A..3soci,4Le in 
h~histo1:·ic 'l'¢chnobg:;r 
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