
'1 

Mr . Lesli e B . Da vis , President 
Mont~nlil lsrchaei;, l -0gi c u l s ciety 
Ncrthorn M0ntana C llcgo 
U&1 vro , :t-fontsna 

Do:ar Mr . Dli vis : 

Route 1 
Ki mberly , Idahg 

Sept . 25 , 1965 

Tr nnk you f or ;y~uur l etter c,f' Sept . 20tl-1 rcgardine; t :be a rcho..eo l ogicnl 
utility cf obsidia n hydru ti n dating pr o cedure . I nr1 r~ l ud t r, lea rn 
of y~ur work ; n the trnnspQrtuti n and exchange o f obsidian by 
Rboric;ino 1 mnn . I feel one c :.tnnc t unrlercsti· 1:;i. te t he imp ortance of a. 
stud -y . f no.tori a ls u s ed for flaked tcol irr:plements and their dis ­
tributi r n in tir::e e.nd sp:. ce . 

At t re nrcso11t t 'i1·0 , I a·r r.-tte·,,r;ting t o write.: pape r on Litri c 
materials u s ed in the f]aked t ·o l i nfus trv and t ~eir relnti ons~ip t ~ 
t ho r11.1ny tocl'1niquos involved in t-eir rnenuf:;.:i ctur"' . I r"eel t'h n t t he 
discf· rcJod flt,H:rn and dcbit1;ee n~.y he ..i f i..s mucl1 u s e r-1~ t "'e finished 
f or r.1s in determining techniques ancl d is t ributi on . I na ve t "J c nf'ine 
my r✓ ,:,rlr, tiP t e chnique s but h:;i. v c t ri -::c: t pr o j ect the im·1•)rtun ce of 
your type of wo rk . 

I a•Y1 s _rry I d.., n ,;, t full y understand u ,e h;7c:ir8 ti on of ~b slc1 inn nther 
t hen t h:;t it c eu l d be useful in da t ing surfn ce. i1.u tcrin l and relo tine; 
the or igin . 

I sent Barney · eevcs s .1:r;,6 3b £idian froi1'J d ifferent 1 cnlities but , HS 

I remember , I d i d not identi fy them a s t o lec ,i ti on . 

,1 fter trirty yc&:rs f t rying t') l c c ;? te lithic rn.<1 t eri nJ s , I r e9.lize 
thut t here a re re2lly very f ew SJ urccs o f bsidian in I ~eh • At 101 st 
t ho kn r 'm s ources .;.re very fev1 . H0·ve ver , I wi ll e,i ve ynu ·;1ha t 
inf~r~Qti0n I ~ave . 

Th e obsid i an 9f Yel l owstone ore:a hu s li ttle th,1t is uA ·,b l e f or t els 
0t ,.., er, t hnn s -:1;1 11 pro jectile p,)ints . Muc1-, ,..,f it is fi 1led ,1i th p')clmts 

f chryst bnlitc and , w},en I gatrier ed s one t h) re , I c 0u}0 n 0t flne oriy 
suitable f r.· r r.:aking bltades r;; r l u rge bifaciial t >ols . 'l'here is f' l")'Tie 
obsidion ncur Poca tello , I0i.ih o t },n t h1s rou c r interna l prcs'mre o.nd ry, s 
sturc ,,., fr t' ch.1 rcd badly . '.1.1i~er0 is a litt l e obsir1 i Dn near Sweet , I clqh 
Clf ge,od qu,ility , b ut it is f '.nmd i n sma ll p ieces . 

a. l o t Cl f ignumhrite - Q. r e c .;::,nsti tutod t ~1ffa - is f!?~~r ly c.-1wr1 n i n South­
ern I da11 o and is easily c ,mfuscd wit1-, !.'!losidi1r1n . 'fhis ma t e ria 1 may r 
ma.y not be cf use t o you . 

I h ·· ve ju$t r 0tu~nod from Gl a ss But t e , Oregon wi t i, e supp l y of obsidia.11 . 
I t is t he l a rgesi; s ource of this m;..tcrial t hi.>, t I know f . S omo r.,t'he rs 
0re - Si l ver La1:e , Oregon , N rthv1estern neva da , n :)ur Cedarville , c~lif ., 
C se H t Springs west f Li tt lo L.'lke Ga lif , Glass Mountai:,:1 west ")f 
Bi s:r p ~ l if ., Fi sh l uke Vo lloy, Neva da s outhVJc ~t of TonopaJ~ Cl earlake 
C'1 lif rnia and the snm•1flnke obsicHan from S rcrnt}; ef So 1 t LG k0 City, Ut;J,, . 
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rrbore may be rmi.ny more sites in I daho , but the S uth crn port of the 
Stute is mostly covered with extrusive Basa lt and t~o Centrq l pnrt 
Gra nit and pre - c~mbri gn r ocks . 

l.J:;:, . Robert Hei zer , University f Cr;l iforn i a at Rorke ley is c.ls~ 
interested in obsidian of Mes - amorica - t heir s rmrce c. i:d distr ibuti on . 

Hn v9 you 1nude any use of the Neutr n Activa ti on pro cess in deter mining 
tte trn c0 eJements in obsidian - could be intere sting in confining 

. Sfl)Urces • 

. s so cm as I complete tl1 e r;1 rticle 0n 'lb~ id:5 a n I 1 ·u ill send y·:m a 
C PY • 

Sincerely, 

D n E . cr abtr'3e 
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