
Montreal,28/ 10/ 1974 

J 

Dear Mr.Crabtree 

Groison Dominique 

3785 Dupuis appto22 

Montreal PoQuebec 

CANADA 

I was not selected for MroCrabtree's flintworking s chool,but,following 

your advice, I would like to apply for the summer of 19750 

This year my interest in lithic technology has been increased.My view 

is that experimenting in stone working , added to a quantitative expression of the main 

characteristics of the different techniques, should enabble us to go further in the 

search for the techniques of production of different stone tools and therefore to charac

terise assemblages o I hope through experiments to pinpoint some parameters characteri

sing the individual variability between stone-workerso Almost all my archeological inte

rests (techniques , fonctions , quantitative characterisation of different techniques, 

intrasite and intratype variability, ecto.o) require a good knowledge of stone working 

and an ability to reproduce stone tools. 

Here my four years of interest and experiments i n lithic thechnology 

have enabbled me to be familiar with direct-free-hand percussion on glass and porcelain o 

Unfortunately I never had the opportunity to work with flint ,chert , obsidian.oo These 

personal experiments suplemented by relevant readings,have not allowed me to overcome 

certain difficulties such as the production of flakes of the desired shape,the prepa

ration of platform for the successive detachment of blades with a punch and the produc

tion of a regular pressure retouchoTo illustrate my experiments in stone working I 

send you some pictures of artefacts made out of glass and porcelaino 

During this year I have made a detailed laboratory study, under professor 

Philip Smith,of one of his late paleoli thic collections from Korn Ombo(Egypt), analy

sing it from the perspectives of technique , blank form,retouch,fractures and the corre

lations between them. I have now b "tt d su mi e a report to professor Smith on this work. 

. -



Though these results encourage me to go further mto my experiments , I 

know very well that it is nescessary to be guided m order to elimmate my short

commgs and to attam a certam skill mother techniques .. This is why I hope to have 

the privilege of attending your summer school. I should mention that on January 1975 

I shall be enrolled in the graduate faculty here,workmg on my M .. A .. 

Very truly your's 
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