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Purpo9e_.Qf th~~P,.O,nc This repoi-t is rmh,i:J;tted in compliance vith the Uniform Rules end 
Regulations, Sec. lO and is & brief account o'f t'ield vm•J.t end test exca.vstions in 
Panmdnt Vsl.leys, Inyo County, Cru.i:fornia, under permits :from t..he Derpa..1'-t;me:nt. of the 
InteriO?'o 

Na.!;,;n-e ..Qf.!1:le !,O;:_!;E_~ Betveen January snd Jtmep 1965 11 t,est excavations were :made at ·t.hrse 
Early Ma.Tl eitesi, e.ssocisted with thG! Lake V.<l,have cultural stage e.ml located a.bont t.he 
Me.Tgine ot Lake Hill Island~ Fo'W."·te.en pits 1'.Y®?e dug by hand and the conte:ats ce.re:l'.'ully 

screenens, l/4, l/8 9 1/16 incho Six trenchos vere cut vi.th a bulJ.dozer along the edges 
of the Bites and etrl!ttigra.phic in:fonnat,ion, pollen samplen, and indications ot f'urther 
cu.ttural deposits \7ora obtained., 

Carbon 14 dates on organic ma.ta wid btu-uad ree.rls associated m.th the ancient lake bed 
are 10!)520 :!: 150 and l.0,020 ± 100 yem"S BoPo 

In addition to the various excavations, eu1'Vays were conducted within t~-o extensive areas 
of dunes~ the Great Dunes at tho north end o~ the north Frulamint basin and the Indian Ranch 
d unee nel:'l1' Dall&•g,.t in the central Penamint bssin. These Stll"'VE:WS rt'..scorded some 80 ca.mpaitea 
and establiahq,d the e:dste:llce of contt1mous cultu~al de'il·elop:.nents, similar to t.hoae in 

Death Vru.ley 0 from about 8!,)000 BoCo until the pre~ent cen-tury. Iruring this long span ot 
t me 0 the varioua visit.fog be.nds of poople 1>rogressed from s non-mil.ling i:rta.ge of bunting 

and colleetingr, throu.gh the use of mo'.!: .. ta.r grinding, then to da.b-and-handstone mil1ing 
and f'ine.lly to the adoption o:t pottery""1f.l.cl;.ing. ·toge·i.her v:tth a lat~ Desert Culture aJr:ti­
ta.ct as:1mmblage ~ .-

]!';~rtS!lS,!Li>l.'..,.Yllft=~!!,o This is the only 0P1aya Cultm4 e' site know. so f'a.r ~1l1ere 
lake-bottom and shore-contact atratigraphies hs~e been ex1,oaed in association ~ith buried 
cu..1tural depoeitee It is easential that tb1:1 work be pure.ued for as many sea.sons as are 
necessary. in order to reconstruct the climatic cycles of this post-PleigtocGne environ-

ment nnd then to make SUl"e how these fii; w:i.th the cuJ..tu:rs.l depositso 

At present, there is\good (but not unqucationable) evide~ce that the LakqJ! Mohave and 
S ilvei• ~ke m•ti:facts .. lie in sooondaz,y depoaits of. soil which once m,g,ntled Lake Hill Island 

but have nov washed do·i:rn::, covGring th~ former la..~e bed and. shore to g clepth of several 
feet and forming tbia substance of the shallow a:pTona n.ow r.1u.r:rounding th1& island foot, 
Pollen ind.:f.catee a i"oT,11er moist cycle during Lake Moha~Je occupt?.ncy o 

$g"'l"'_Jij.,~,'£!,!;QJ.i~ atu§i~S0
0 In order to 0et up in advance a progi;•m:n designed to tJOlve 

these pro'\llems, experts 5..n other, :fields were caJ.l,tjd in as consuJ.tsnts last ees.son. A 
pedolog:T.at 0 several geologist st> n geoltlO!"phologist and f'. paleo-ecologiet bsve ·viaitet1 the · 

si tee e.ne! a.re contributing to the fir~ publication (i1.1 p1'E:1psrst:f.on) ~ Wben present 
materiel he.s all been submitted foT publica'tfon, another p~oponal will be vritten9 applying 

for f'unda to continue 'this promisir...g res~arch . Initial studies have been supported by 

M e.tional s~1ience Fcru'.i'.\dation g-razrt GS-650-Davis/True" 

E.L.Davis 
Assistant Hesearch Archaeologist 
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