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One morning last March I was awakened at 2 a.m. b.r a IUl'j.f-f'Nzen Mexican truck 
driver banging in through a acreen door beside 1117 cot and shouting "t~Y ca:te?• 
On another cot snored Siir. Daggett, our driver~ and in. a tU11bledown adobtt roca 
across the muddy courtyard of Rancho Grosso a halt-wakeful hen .was plo~ting bov 
she could sneak into Les' and Gene• s adobe hovel to lay her egg in co'lnf"ort on 
Gene's sleeping bag while we were absent at our customary h'Oge breakfast'. 

We were in Baja Caliton-J.a. 

We had been surveying.d'or archaeological sites about the turquoise b1.ue Bay of Los 
Angeles, sleeping on a sereen porch within sound of la-pping va-.es arid screafflil'lg 
gull.8, 300 miles from any smog or traffic. At Rancho Oroaso (which iwe named the 
Chapala-Hilton), we had continued our survey- inlend tor early and tn1dd1e period sites. 
There is little early Mterial on that coast., although I suspect ttmt sites ot tbie 
kind could be found under !,O rathou ot water. · 

We were in Baja California because last year Red Tr1ie and I got an NSF grant or 
$21,500 to test-excavate Early Nan camps around Panaaint Dry Lake ~hd to eurYey 
more wideq for similar endence. The axcaYations at. Panamint Pl"OSpered beyolJd 

our hopes. First, we hired an insolyent contractor to put in six long bulldozer 
cuts through our sites arOUDd Panarnnt playa. We batted ,3,$0 on these. We tran­
sected unexpected bits ol' organic mat dating something more than 10,000 years B.P. 
AboTe the beds there begin traces ot hearths and activities or priad.tiYe people wb.o 
probeb4' were chopping cattai+s and hlrYesting ducks before th& ~st lake dried 
out. 'nd.s work i~ producing seTeral publication& and I baYe applied tor a new grant • .. 

During the early' 8Ul'lmler I had the pri'rilege of playing hostess tor a week to a most 
delightful HUDgariari guest - Lasl6 Ve~s, archaeologist :tram Budapest. I hope to 
go abroad next eummer. to work with hita at a Middle Paleolit.bic site and also to see 
m;y sister in Paris. 

In August I attended the INQUA meetings in Boulder and from there vent on a polyglot 

field conference and talked fractured French, Gent11n, and Ruasian with people who 
were stl"llggling with fractured English. 

As soon as I got this grant, I found l!JY8elf' cast into the unwanted position of being 
a fifth-rate executive ... - letters, bille, telephones, rlsiton, and, worst of all, 
a groidng 11ountain of hmlanly'-altered rock8 . · To solve this problem, I hired a 
gem. The f'irst full-time ~ssistant I ever bad . This is the on~ way to live. 
Barbara r:uru, the Panamint ,:>roject and I am just the window-dreseer and the outside 
un. T thoroughly enj07 _her. One of the many deligh'tful aspects of the put year's 

• work . oas been the fine new friends I have made in connection vi th the work. The 
li.ttle project seemed to be a natural which attracted the younger and more energetic 
scientist~. I just returned from a veek•s tour ot the Mojave Desert with one or 
them. We had a blast; long talks beside blazing campfires, comreraationa and dia­
~overies, the finest seafood dinner of my- life in Las Vegas and tile (to me) astonishing 
discluure that the barren deserts o:r eastern California are a rich proirinoe or Taried 

· plant and animal life and of hidden springs and pools of unbelievable beaut7 • 
. ~ 

, I look f'orward to your Xus letters and cards , and a happy, bapror season to y-ou from 
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