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At the recent meeUngs of the Society tor American Arobaeology in Dallas, 
ftxas t. he~e was much disouss1on about Bouse Bill No. 78? and paPticular · 
section 13 of this bill rega~:iing r•plio.ation ot artifaots whet her by 
tllnt.lmapping or Nsin casting. I 'Wish to take this opportunity to 
exp.ress rrry oppos1t1o-n to this bill a.nd to st.ate %1\Y reasons for doing so. 

I have spent fifty years of my life pe~tect1ng my tlinttmapping and trying 
to aohi-eve the perteotion of toolmald.ng or prehistoric man. I have never 
given or sold a Mplication but ave made these tools for study colleetions 
by un1vers1 ties ar.d im:u1eums and used them to record the manufacturing 
tecbniqu•s of the p1"1m1tavee. Fo:r the past ten years National Soienoe 

• Foundation has finana~ Ml/ work in th1a field th~ugh Idaho state Uni versity 
tor the--.r realized the 1mpo:rtanc• of reclaiming t his lost. art and rel ating 
li,thio technology to typeology. For six yes.rs the Nat i onal Soienoe Foundation 
has financed a field school · to.ri etud•nts to come to Idaho and study the 
art of flintknapping ao they «ould i mprove tbe1r aNhaeoloa land typeology 
and ~elate th& tools to 0t hG h•bit• and movement or man. We have had students 
attend from the U. s. A.. Can.ad&\, Mtnoo, France, Greece and h pan and t hey ., 
have all sta'lt.ed t hat thH~ thas'. been a valuable aid to their t'ield work . This 
ha.s permitted me and all 1,tlie1•, student s to write technical paper s regarding 
the manufacture and- funotton or these too;J.s .. aometbing tba.t was unknown to 
the profe:esion pnor to ith~ pMeent interest in Uthio technology. One r>f my 
works , "Jn ~uoti()n . to : '1.intlmappingn is now l"equ1red reading by many ot 
the major univeraitt••• 1 None, or this ettort has been for the purpose or 
teaching students to .t"alte utitact.ei and ,ell them .. and none have done so ... but 
~ ther to rev1we a lost ar.t. and make tor a better understanding of the cultural 
habit• o-t anoient man ~· •-Or. Louis Leakey, Dr. Francois S,rdes, Dr. Jaoques 
Ti:dei- and many O.th♦l'd in Eb.POP• and Africa a~e using tUntkapping tor this 
same purpose and 1tAias -~, a t:remendous impact on archaeology. 

~ : 
PriOl" to thiti ti~. s tuderits had to rel.ate artifact, from picturee in books 
andt since they /ire not iti, the third dimension, they really had no clear idea 
ot the t .1,ze-r ·~okneslt O~i flaking patt:m .of the#e tools. _ Now with some of 

•tudy the, ea,l:1 't.ool b(! r~late it to thei.r science. In 1969, the American 
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the study r.· ~~otton "". both those of casting and stone ... they are able to 

Museum ,r ¢ui,al m.,'°,ti in New York thought this was important enough to have 
m• appff&r ther. tor ~it d•y:• doing d,em.onatrations tor the public and to have a 
publil:i d1'9pl&yi ot ff\Yi'' npl,~~,a• tor •• year. I might add , that these demonstrations 
bN>ught IJlt>Pe ~})1e to tl/1• 'museum in one day than any other exhibit. This only 
Sfl'Yes tf,> point out ,!he ,iniereet of the general public in this lost art. 
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Mr. Hamil ton - '2, 
.. 

Fllntknapping 1s an a?"t and it would appear to me that to prohibit anyone tl"Om 

replicating the tools or ancient man would be unconstitutional. Certainly-, I 
agree that no one should eve:, mak.e replicas or 1mi tations for resale as the 
genuine article and think this particular part of t he bill should be kept intact. 
However, it you realized how ditt1oult it is to make a genuine Nplloa you would 
insttnct1vely know that th• pereon taking the time to perfect this al"t would not 
be one who would do it for monetaey pur-posea. I have seen some takes tor sale 
in different states uid tn Mexico but they are so poorly done that anyone could 
recognize t h&m as takes and, theretore would not buY them. 

You have a man 1n your state, Ml". J.A. Eichenberger, who has been doing casts of 
original artttaots and ••lling them to universities and museums tor study. This 
is an invaluable service and the State ot Missouri ehould be proud to have such 
a man as a rtsidEmt. t,lthout his casts ninety-nine percent ot archaeologists 
would never have a chance to study point types And the entire profession owes him 
a debt of gratitude tor hi$ contribution. Certa1nly, his cast c:,ould never he 
sold as t,h(;l geriuine artiole fr.;r they are obvriously casts and oan do no harm to 
anyone• only good to tht profession. 

Most of the major uni versiUes now ha:ve wfiat we call lithic, labs. where we 
practice t'lintknapping n.--id thanual alteration of Uth1e. mat.erials and this has 
been a real assat to th& students. Your bill would prohibit such classes and 
would set archaeology ba.ck to the dark ages. 

I heartily .recommend that, you l'eConsid~r thitJ bill ~.nd arnlffld s8ction 1 J to 
make it po .. s i ble !01• those 1n"tereJt.e.d to prac t ice the art or flintknapping and 
casting of genuine artifa<;t;, but nrohibi t t.'ie sale of NtpUoas as genuine 
a.rititacts. 

If' I oan ob,n,ty ,ny ot my 1statemente turther or giv• 11,.lly moNt in.formation that 
will hel p 1;:, ?'e'l'Ari.ting this •~ction of the bill please do no t hesitate to 
let me knot-.r. This is not el.y impoittant to me but all.so to the nation and our 
archaeologists abroad . 
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s inoerely, 

Ibn E. Crabtr-.e 
Research Associate 1n 
id. t.l-i.ic 'm,ohno logy 
Idaho State tmi V$1"S1 ty 

Pocatello. Idaho 
8)201 
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