
Dr. J . A. Etchenbergep 
P. O. Box 14 
Saverton, Mo. 63467 

Dear Allen: 

.,, 

Route 1 , Box 210 
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I have long been an ardent adm1enl"Of you and your substantial 

contributions to the profession and welcome this opportun1 ty to 

express T1J3' opposition to Section 1J ot House Bill No . 787. I am 

t4:. 

only one of the many thousands shal"ing the need for your remarkable 

accurate replicas of arohaeologioal speo:tmans . 'l'he State or Missouri 

should b$ proud to have some one or yGur ability to continue this 

i mportant phase or arohaeology. 

We all have stl"Ong feelings ,rogarding t he preservation of our 

heritage and the antiquities ot our nation and the world and , 1n many 

instance, oup only chance t<) i••• a oolleotion trom a particular site 

1s through a study or youP Peplloas. Prohibiting your work of 

producing accurate nplioas· tor study will ·subst.anti.ally deter the 

need tor vast populations ot aboPiginal artifacts whioh aid i n the 

prese1"Vat1on or our :?Hhi•t.oJ'Y. 

I do not agree with the wording of section 13 of this bill and, in tact. 

since the making of stone tools 1• definitely an art, I believe it would 

be unoonat1tattonal to pNbibit anyone from practicing this art. Certainly, 

I ag,ee that tbey should navel' be eold AN given u genuine artifacts , 

but the·ir i-eplioatil'>n, bet.her it is by fl1ntknapp1ng actual stone or 

by your oasting, 11 a p;,eso.?'VaUon of an ·ancient art and technology and 

a valuable aid to those'; researching 11 t.hio technology and typeology. 

'l'hi• section of the biti should be rewritten to en<Jourage the use of 

plutio replicas tor u$e in musewns ind universities . It is only possible 

to und•r•tand atone wo.ri<ing techniques' and subsequent t ypeology by 

experimental archaeol~gy and lithic 1t echnology . Flintworking classes 

an now being held at .. ~ 'of our major universities and section 1 j 

ot this will &I it ~o~ stan~s would prohibit this important researoh. 
/ i 

Youl" work is 1nte,nat1onally tamous, ·,; Marie W>Pmington , one of the 

delegates ot t~ Ameri.cQl so1tmt1sts who ' v1S1t.4ki the majox- museums and 

untversiti•• ot,/ the Peopl\,e~ Republic .of Red China took a oollection or 
your outetand~g 'work ~N and ~ites that they were most impresses . 

It would have ~•en impo•~ble ~or her~ take the original artifacts and 

thus ~ I have • example rit the importance of replicas. 
/ 1 ' 
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It wi).'l be an ~t•r11•t1ort•l drastic blow to archaeology and anthropology 

11 )3itl ?87 i~ not ~ontldered for section 1) defeats th• purpose ot 

p~i•rv~f'lg the histoo- o.r Jbe prehistoric past. _ 
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. / Again. t)ianke for yoµ~ .iP\lbas,antial oont.1'1.bution to the profession. 

: ' ! 1 ' \, 
Sincerely, 

' 
Don E. Crabtree 
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