
Mr. Jeff Flenniken 
Dept. of Anthropol ogy 
10~ East Hall 
Iowa State University 
Ames, Iowa 50010 

Dear Jeff: 

Rt. 1, B.,x 210 
Ki mberly , I daho 83341 
Feb. 4, 1974 

Thanks s o much for the treated examples of Novacul ite. I am gl ad to hear that you are 
going to submit ;;;. pa.per on t 11e therm(a.l tres.t men t of ~1tone and the ,1borig:.na l counter
parts. I hope that you will s i ve the !'1.aximu~. and mi mi mu.m r a:r,gc s of treaUng novaculi te 
as rela t ed to jaspers a.nd chalced<>nies whtch '!>rill show th.at t.en.pers.ture control has 
considerable sophistication t1.nd vs.riation. Novaculite, basalt and obsidi an have a much 
greater tolerance to higher heats and radical temperature changes than do other forms 
of chalcedony. Al so ~he colors can chr.nges fr-om white t o pi.nk and s or.;e will a s sume a 
smokey ,' ~olor which 5. s quite unu. su~.l. From the appeEtrance of the s ampl~s you sent, a 
slight i nc rease i n temperature a!1~ perha.ps a sustai ned period of t:i.me may increase the 
luster and elus t icity of the material. Dan Horse sen t some novaculite and after treat; 
ment i rl an open fire the luster i ncreased :md :i.t respond ed better to pressure flaking . 

I have ~ean worki ng on a paper doscrtbing the Danish h l:1de technique of making blades 
some t wenty to thirty era lC1n g wi th little or no platforms. I use the edge of a hammer
stone to detach the bladP-s . I l-:i ll s end y ~u a copy when I fini sh the writi ng . Also am 
worki ng on a serrating technique with a ~pacing of less than one mm between t he barbs. 
Am also worki ng on the mechanic a l approach to pre1;sur.e flaki ng . There are still 
endless approaches and techniques to be res olved . 

I am gl ad t o learn that your interest in lJtM.cs still persists. Keep up the good 
work. Thanks again for the specim.!lns. It i s great material. 

At pres en t I do not know of a."ly j ob openings but will keep you in mind and let you know 
if I hear of anyone looki n~. Do hope you fin d something good . 

th be s t r~ ag r ds, 

Don. 

P.S. Am sending the letter of recommendation as you request. 


