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Jear 2Zob:

, Than<s so much for the copy of the latter to Dave Sanger relative
to the implement which allegedly assisted in artifact marufacture, I
think Mr. Lemley has been carried away with the not too uncommon myth
of artifacts belins formsd by 4dropping cold water on hot stone. Une
fortunately, tils is an old wives tale put Iin the Boy 3ecout manual
many vsarg azo and I have spent a lifetine tryineg to disrel this fool-
ishnass, '

T“ sre was nevar an artifset made in this wav. Try dropzing. eold
water on hot stone soa=tine, and you willl find that it will just craze
and erack and, if fracturs 4id occur, it would in no way resamble the
removal of flaes by the application of forece, l.2. dre2ssare, indirect
percussion, or parcussion. How eould anyone possibly think that by
droppinz water on hot rocks, the aborigine could attain the bsautiful
control of flake ramoval that is exhibited in both the new and old
world.,. Thie is Jjust ridiculous,

The ‘toolmaker did uss cartaln types of stone to abrads his
platforns before the apnlication of preassure, but natoral silicon
carblide is non—axlstant and appeared only aftsr the invention of the
Carbon Arc Furnace., 3o I doubt if the rock is silicz carbide and, Af
80, ‘1t 1a recent.

The knappar 41d use cartaln types of stona for grinding platforms
and turning the edoe ard a2lso for sharpenine the point of nis antler
tool. This sounds wvery much like a roek which was used for sharpening,
as it would be zrooved from rubbing ani a rroovad roek coull not be
used for snmoothing arrosushaftis. #natever it is, 1t certalnl was
used for purposcs other than ag an 1 :plemant for maklnz arrowpnints,

Boby, I think it 1s better to be quite, ¢rana about this fallacy
of workinz flint by rablﬂ teaparaturs Gﬂ}“*”S bafora it goes any
further. No raputable Mussuu should display an objeet that woull give
the lavman 2 falsaa lwnra 3ision of artifaet manufacturs. - The aboriginie
was a very skillled artist when 1t cane to working stone and I think
we should zive hia the credit h= dasarves and hopa gona day we can
raach his parfection.

Do wish we could have had =mors tinme togsethsr at Santa Fe to talk
more extensively about yvour experiences in lexico. Jerhans yvou will
attend the ireat Basin Conferencs at rocataello and us can xat togsther
then. Glve mr regards to Alex and, agaln, it was nlece to hear from
TOWe
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Yours vary truly,
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Jon Le.Crabtree
cc-Dava Sancar

ce=Carl Borden ’
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