
Don Cra btree 
Univer·sty of daho 
Pocotello 

Dear Dr . Crabtr ee ; 

Augu st 22 , 1974 

•or t e :past two y ears a nd a h a lf I h av e be en wo rking ::i t the 

Ca lico dig near Barstow in Californ ·a and tried to nay as mu ch 

attention t o i t a s possible. I have n ow made anthr opo logy my 

lif e with a g oal of trying t o prove an idea of mi ne that man 

has b e en i n orth America for at leas t 300,000 yearS'. Qui te rad

ical, and I kn ow it is . Bu t to g e t to the sub j ec t of this letter . 

In about the l qs t mont of my f i rs t year of college at Long 

Be~ch State pans for my s umme r se emed wide open. At this time 

Dee s ·mp s on at San Bernardino County Museum a n d ialt and Marge 

W9,de t old me of a g r eat opprot n i ty t o h ave a chanc e t o me et and 

work with you. They said t hat you were g o · n g t o have a summer 

p r ogr am or c l a ss on fl aking . Right then my p ns were to fl y u p 

t o I dah o and try to me e t you and learn as · much as p ossibl e about 

meth od s of flaking and the r esults. Then on the way back I was 

to d o s ome fl aking fo r the Calico dig to d etermi n e the c ause of 

a ver y strange occurrence we have been coming u p with. We're 

g e t ting '' sot- hammer fl ake s (with a li p at t h e striking p l a tform ) 

when us ing a rock hamm ers tone ! lle think it is the result of a 

light b l ow at a specific angle. Marge Wade is going over t he 

s pe c imens collected so far t o check out th is angle bit. It a lso 

varies with the worker. 

Anyway with be i ng able to work with you, I could probably do 

..c.. 



some very skilled flaking to solve our problem. As it worked out 

I never could get enough money together to afford the trip. I was 

very disappointed about the whole thing. 

School is starting again soon, so I thought I might drop you 

a line telling you what has happened . I still have a week or two 

before I return to school so I will be working at my dig near 

Santa Barbara and putting together my notes. I'll get a little 

anthropology in even if I didn't have the honor of meeting and 

working with you. 

Sincerely, 

g~Ialsey / 
4455 Faculty Av 
Long Beach, Calif. 90808 

P.S. If you have the time, see if you can find a reason for the 
flakes we are coming up with. 
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