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Dr. Paul F. Healy 
Assistant Professor 
Trent Uni verli t.y, Dept. or Anthropology 
Peterborough, OntaPio~ Canada 
K9J7D3 

I am pleased to leaffl ot your interest in ua .. war ot obeidian blades. 
R saould P"-" to be a moat 1n'8N&t1ng study. Unfortanat.e~ • I am 
still 0011val,scini from a seriss of major su:rgeries (three ditterent• 
ones were done with obsidian blades, the surgeon was ilnp1-.ssed); how
eftr, just the 1n1t-1al incisions we1t• made with blades and I wouldn't 
.reoomr!lmui this couNe ot us .... •••r studies. An uncut-up chicken would 
probltbly be the best ai,proaeh tor initial experiment.a. It is rr:, 
feeling that th• blades were a. iaultipull'pOs• tool, being usoo hol11 
everything from 'blood le•.ting to, fin.ally ending up as ttven projectile 
points. Some weH '9V•n u.aed as inserts 1n a variety 0r tools and 
ha:rvesting equipment. 'DutN a.re examples portrcayed as swortls in the 
ood1oes !md glyphs. 

At this time I am not able to use the chest ontcb 01" hand pressure .• 
but have a triend and aasoo1at.e th!t. has ~en wol"'ki.ng o.losely with 
me fott thepast twea_, years and is the onl;y person that I could 
Ncommend tut Will make D:4ct re9roduot10:ns or 'Ute aboriginal 
blades. These will be :tn ldnt eondiUon as these blad.-s will be 
osu:ght on a soft 6no as they ~ detaohed from the core thereby 
p:rttsel'V1ng the ketmaess of the edge and th.,- will avo1d cont.act with 
any other blade the~'by insul"1ng a ~rt.ct ntar-gin. ·'J.here is cons1del"
abl& time invll)lved 1n mat♦r1al seleot1on, oo-H preparation, and other 
cond1Uons t.o dGtach p.e!"tect blades. Iou can discuss the price with 
Mr. Gene T1 t,mu,s., Rout.• j,, Jerome, Idaho 8):338. 

Also Mary 111-evens, New York, !Sew York (26 FAl.st 93rd Street) 10028 is 
doing tome blade work t -rom aat.rial 1n Belieze. and Allee Beneter. 
Urd.versi ty of Mlsaouri, Colubia, on blades .from. Z.xioo. You m~· 
ooPn•pond With these people ot interest .. 

Paul, I am inteNsted in knowing your location in Bondura• and the 
c:haJ"acter ot the blades from. your area. I do hope that this will be 
ot help. 

Sincerely yours, 

Don E. CralD-ee 
Rea•arch Aesociate, AnthropolcatY Department 
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