
Geal'lt,:r,e 121'8-co.J,u,mb¼a·n . ,l;aud4e n;u,..e.rnll ~-,f- 111,ad-f'o ~d, Englan<t 
Center for Archaeolo13ical Research, University of Texas at San Ant(lnio, U.S.A. 

Maya lithic technolog:,' and prcduction proceases 

A field symposium 

To be held at Easter ·· q76 at Tower Hill, 
Orange '.valk District, Belize, C.A. 

'J.'he study of ~,aya lithics, and their use as chror,:>logical and processual indicators, 
:i.e in the same ,:: t a te as the study of Ma ya ceramic; \ ·a .. : t .lir c:, y , ars a gn: we 3. re j,rnt 
begi;ming to e!'!',ere;e fro m a pha se of clas sifyin g the materi 3.l 1 n a descriptive t• ncl. 
functional wa;•, and are be3inning to c,,ns .'der the ro1e that lithic s+udi es ,;;a".l :i,lay 
in olucidatfr,.g patter:is of trade, conques c, social orga nisati•>n RncJ r t:: source utili ,at"'-on. 

This symposium is pJ 3. nnec. explicitly to t ake ,.l ace in the Maya arel). in orjer to be 
able to study s o'.Ile of th•'!>•1 problE' .~s 'l.C first lla,d: the huge f,in~-worki::g site of Colha. 
f rom which axes , .:ccentric "L.nts, ,.,roj,ictile poin ts a 1d other arte fncts wei•e traded 
•,:iiel1 Ltto the Maya lowlands li -,s only 15 '.'Ii.le::; fro m To.,e!' Hi~1, a nd several of the 
sessions will t ake pl .lee t he.·e. One co:i_: ;:ei; e resu.'.t of . t.rn symporiu 'l will, we hvpe, ')a 
a fuller asse.-;sment of the fnnction of s uch f .;.ctory-s i tes and t heir place in the 
preaistoric }laya economic network. 

Participation in the s yrnpo:;ium is beir'.r, :'.ntent i oral ly re.3tricted to those specic.lisir..g 
in l>'.aya lithic studi,cs , ~.ith the alditio1. o: :t f e•·; outside special' .sts i.i '.he fields of 
edge-wear .,nalysis and tr"de studies. Althoug:-, pa1·t :.ci1;Hr,ts . ;~_l) hr:.ve t o make their own 
way to Belize (dclily fli .-:;h ts from Miami and " '" ' Orleans ) ~h,iir t>-..lns:,iortati:l.1, c ccc ,1imodation 
and subsictence at tte symposium will be rrov :_ded. None wi ll be 1-v.urious. 

Accommodation will be in the field c1,rr.p o f the British l·iuscu;n/Camb!'iclge Uni•,ersity 
Corozal Proj ect, wh.icn i s equipped with hot a nd cold Wl' te. , 3. refrige rat0r, ba th/sh;:, ,1er 
and swimming p O() l. Participant s may have to share a room. 

Please take this notice as ~n jnvitation ~o partici?: tP., a nd re~ly ~o: Norm2n 
Hammond , ~~r Preeolu1"bi«H !ohHlieo, Unive1·sity of Br,1df0rd, ',choo:: ,,,Jf~,\rchi;.'"ological 
Sc,iences, Bradford !3D7 1DP, England , as soon 11s posLicle, stating whlc!l dates o •rer the 
Easter period are feasible for you. As sco,i. 0• 11 t 'iis i r,form .. tion is .col::.ote~ we cm ~iY 
f irm dates fer the meeting and speci ,-y <hi ch :·lights to !.:elize wi] l he l'le ~. The meeting 
f•hould last for 3-1+ days, ancl wi\J in·:L,d& soi;.? pre1ia ~·E>d !)' II,>~rs , 1-. ) ,>t of r:!iscussio:, 
s.nd a sub,;trrntial p~rii,d on-s:!.t;;, at Colha. A ,o l l ective docisi o1! 011 9oesi'>le pu ':ilic ... tion 
~ill be made at t he mee t;i.!lg •. 

,c: R. E.W,Adams , University of Texas at Ean i\1'tv::io 
Tom Hester, · " " 11 

Irwi n Rovner, \4es tern 1/J.chie;an University 
Rick Wilk, University of Arizona 
Willia m L. Rathje, Uni versity of Arizona 
Gordon R. 'll illey, Ha!'Vard University 
R..<tyi:ond V. Sicirys, UCL!\ . 
:'aytion D. Sheets , University of Colo1..c.do 
Colin Re nfrew, Universi t y of Sc ut~ampton 
Harry 2!:i.-.for , rexas A I', M University 
Duncan Pri ng , University o f London 
~uth 'fring'1a.~ , Harvard VniverGity 
JosE' Ft \-/, Michels, Pennsy lv,,nia Stab Univel 'fity 
Norman H3.mmond, Unive!'sity of Bra·l:i'~rj 

If you feel t hat t here ar, any palpable ort.cssions in the Maya lithic field in +;his 
lis t, p1ease l ~t me k ·,0·1. NH. 

' 

! I 

i I 

Centre for Precolu.~bian Studies 

Ce. 5 .. Io CC ~ I 

Bradford West Yorkshire BD7 1DP 
Te lephone Bradford 33466 (STD Code 0274) 

Tele)( S1309 Univer~itv Brad ------- ----- ---- ---·----- ·-

Undergraduate School of Studies 
in Archaeo logical Sciences 
Chairman G Brown BSc PhD 

Re t Maya lith:.:-s conforence, Belize, Ea::tct" ~976. Please qunte ref 

l 'm sorry to be sending out another cu-cular before recE>iv:i.ng most of yo\U" 

rc•plies to the last, but an element of confusion has b tlAn i ntroduced into the 

situation: one of the invited partici;:ants for this meeting, Payson Sheets, has 

simultaneously ';ent many of you a r:·o;:osal for ;i meeting on l~esoamerican l ith:tc 

analysis, tc be hold in Boulder, Colorado also at Easter 1976. I did not lmow of 

his plans when writing to you before; l have now written to him sugge sting t\1at 

i~ he ls able to obtain funding for tre Boulder meeting he should trJ to schedule ". 

:.t so as not to clash with tho one in Belize, so that all those who can s t m~.a ch 

two lithics meetings will be able to r tto:-id bJth. Some of you "lay n:it w-lsh to do 

so, however, and I would welco!lle ·mr,·e indication of which you would prefer to 

attend if both ars held. The advantag,, c,f the Boulder masting, if Sheets obtains 

the funding he proposes to apnly for, •,rill be t,h.,t part:l.cipants will have ail theil: 

ox;,onses ccve.·ed; the ad·.:antage of tht '9€- ~ize ml"et5.ng, !'or whi.;h we are -,nly able 

to offer free subsistence and accommodat,ion, will be that it is expl:l..citly a ~ 

symposiUl'l to examine at first hand tha produ.::t.1.on processes and technology of one 

of the largest Maya la,rland axe-, spe urhead- and eccentric-flint factories so far 

discovered, as backg:i-ou"ld to 11 com;icoration of these processes in t he Maya ~rea 

in general. A second, p,•radoxical adv:mtage is that because you all have t o fL"'ld 

J0l.r cwn fares, we, c.., no\ have to seek er 4'.-1~ ~t confirmation of funding to confir,:i 

that the meeting will tab p1..i!ce~ ~f :rou can co111>, it 1s on' ?1.ease lot me know. 

Yout'! lincerely, 

Norman Hamrr. m , l 

cc: t.1o~e li'lted on p~•,:i• iou:.' c .irculnr , plus T .A.Leo and H .R.Coe~ ::!>""" ~.l.,.~ 

C"""':)~~) <Y""-" 



fd.d,,.y 10t h : 'J.·J-io!'W re.rriv:ia,'; on 'i'X 7T3 f r cm Hia.;d m· oceed by cab to For t Cieo r ;e Fio t e J. (pool, 
r.; ,i.r) whBrn H, Hammond Yi ll i::ee t t !,rw a t l unch time ( ca . 12 . 30 pm) i a t he tar . 

'I'i1C1r;,, arriving on 'fA 1 i 1 f r om New OrJ eans in t he aft e rnoon wi l l be me t s t 

the airp•:;Tt , a nd a l l ;.·i l l p!·oceod di r ec t to Orrrne e ','alk , · .. here z:ooms hav e 
lY1e1 1 r c-c::erved 1:rt t lie r':ot el Nuevo mi Amor . Room ra t es a r e ahou t j)6 s:i.n.gJ e , 
'/:,7 . 5~) Joub l e with bath , abou t $4 and ;55 without ba t h . Breakfa s t is atrn1 t 

111. ;)5, J.un '.: h i?, dinne r i1 . 75. 1,!( have a grant of s r:me t 200 from u . i' . S , A. 
to chfray trau; port ar.d. s ubs i s tei:;ce , wh :i.ch won't cove r all of ;rou i n t ot o : 
~;e can e.l t ho::" u ;:, e i-t t o r educ:f~ r i~om bil l s , er l e t y ou pay ycur G":-Tn D.nd t1s e 

t '.H:· ~101:cy to iu;,ep the symposi1un :-;up;,J.,.e ,: ,dth bee1·: t}d la tte r wou1.. d Le 
!3 i i·,i :) .l. C :"' ! 

J, ,: r:i:,m:t nl; Orn nr,e 'fan by 10 . 00 hNJ . 'fol co1':e and drio.ks -i.n the r oof t:>p r o0m 
c\t 1 ;,,ff'5 . with b11?f'et s,ippe r ( t 1YJ .ni::. La ur'l.n~; being cl ogt~d on Good Fric.ay). 
Inf:::irrnf.!.1 d :~s r:;us~1ior1 ~ 

~; ti fr.:.·da_y- n t h: 07.00 t~rec:.kfas t 

~-or:ctay 1 '?th : 

01:) . 00 le~ve f or Coll~3. axe - faeto .r ic-s , a rriving 09a00 . Exa~td:intion of 
rc~c t nry si t e , col l ecti or nnd <li0cussi.on of ;,ro r k ;:-!hops . Lt1.nch on sitl-~ .. 

1 G. 00 ioave f o r· •r o1·1c r Fii J _;_ ( :sF5.m i:1 pool ) c. r:.J Orange ~ralk . ·J 8 . en assembJ.<1 
i n r ooftop r oc-n fo r fin:·!; ses~:ion of pape rs . 

Ser.;sio11. I : 1Ia·ttul a r~o ho:"7--rrs r;y : Ht1rn'PJx•-D12t1pty £~ .. ~ r.!:1-._f..ae.,~ r;;_t.:_.td ~--Z::~ 

07 . 00 broc1 l, f as t 

J.'crn Heste r and. J-ta. r r-y Shafe r : Jit~l i ~ Li.th :i c s : f\ 1;:ict i.c10.,::; an.rl Fo_!tllf 
Arl 8r:e Mil l r-~r : ~' ~ \~ ~~ich:.1ond IL~l_d. J. ·l ~hie~-; : .:~~?.r Jx ]'1 s. 1:. in &:}_;~? · 
R:1.c ;~ard Wl.lk! n~ssu.;"c.'·1 f~n,i _ GM~li~1/;5 r ,'lt~)£.£ f o:r tr~(:: :51r1a.. 

l ,~. t ~?) ~~. 1.-ro :rl'.'" shy ps . 

0 8 . 00 Sese ion 2: Trt,;::.r... Ho·~··ne:i ·: ·:er:,. ~-;e hr~_:·r:; ~10 ob~\ i.~; -l HQ ·- loc~~:.l l i thic 3.ndu8J. ri ce. 
i~l ~):p_ .c~::nt·ta"L LcT,!J :qy! ;.-; 

:1atL,;la E!.'1~ .. ;,~l 'l .. ~- Na :-ry : }\l j.~1t .~,nr': .chsi.diar: at 'riknJ .. , GL.~C:.t ,:·~r:~::-1..1..:\ 

.Jay J ohnc, ,,r rta1:i,i~''Ia;:~cl~:~:, ti::''.,;;:;~;;~;c;~~ ~~r;;;;~~ :~h~~;:L~: - - ----·- ----- -- - - -- ~- - . 

,JfH; t_ -:-ph M~tc1·.,.~l s : .§_-~">me_ soc:i.ol ot,;ic :~ ob s8 r..rr .. tions on obs :t d :~J.lf"~ 
r,J~od -;_2 c"ti.on at ~~anin::1.ju;.ru 

r~vn .~t!.n P:!."':i.n.,-:; , ;·.Torma~ Ha~;~;~Ont~! : 22qt1.ence I:._r:d ~ i_t~ . f1ieJ·arc}].y_ .. t Q. 
folJ O'T,·H~ rl by d:5 !: (~U3~3i. ci1:., no rt tern Bcl5.="'i e-. : ~~~Ftcl ~p:r o1 1nd. to sit~-: v isits !' 

1 2.W lunch 

1 3 . 30 Vi (-; i t t o nor tb TinJ. i ~;:: . .e.n si tGH : HohmuJ . • Avr1nf.:u.:r·2. , Sfi.n t2. Rii:'a/ o r CE!rro~: 
- , . aJ f;c•-1=::~~, 1 on 

OIJ . 00 Visit Corozal i' :rvjt;,, t ex:cavations a.t Cuello (::;equenc8 hack to 2\JOO bc ..1 ) 

13 , 00 : '1v.11ch 

14 . 00 : (;enera l Di s cus s i on of 1 . A un·~[i0d apr roncr and terrr:in()logy for J.i t hics 

16 . 00 : 

13 . 00 : 

'i'ue s day 20-t h : 06 . 30 : 
07~·00: 

2 . i,ge/ a r ea/ te chnoJ. ogLcal / ma t erials gaps in 
cur1·ent knowledge 

3. Avc:n~es fer irrir-1cdiate E.Ul(l s u Jt;cque nt rescarc n 
on a broadly c oope ra t ive ba::lis 

S\·:i1:1ni ng a t To:-.rer Hil l pool; option cf second quick v :L r.1i t t o Cclha . 

Drinks t'1S ~les t s of t he Ccroza.L P·ro~je c t; din0~r therea f t e r . 

breakfast 
de pa:rt for Belmophn ; drop :;ouc !,e npJ (~ n.t a j r:0or~ .. Vi .. Ri. -t nat io:-:al 
a r c r.aoDl og:i.c u. l c ollection ir: °iy:-)rr . .Jpan (o otio11al ) or at l ej_sur:~ i n 
He1.ize Ci ty . Mee t fo r lunch ~;. t ?ort Georf'e Hotel (at own expen::.:e) and 
de p~u:-t; f('}r airport e 

Notes : 1 . The G0nt0r for Archaecl.offica l Resnai·c h ~~ ~11e Jni,,e rsity of' Texas a~ 8[;.1: Ant onio 
intend3 t o publi~>h the syr.1pos:i.um 1,:1.pe1 s ::~s a s,ecia l hl~~e ¥;;tI-h c ollLct:..on . Yo~..;. 
a r e '3.t l iberty ~10+. to publish , of cou : se, ·but i f you wish t c , i,lt)Jl3C b:r:. 1}& cl, 
t~rpe s cript with refe renees 8,nd illust:;·a t ::.cn e. ree.-.i:r t c b :1nd over : Ltis ~-:i1l :.~pt?e cl 
things up cons iil.e r ably~ A r e slt.!a8 cf cl :J~s cunsions A.n.d cenclus5icns w:: 11 be: inc] ·1J.de d 
nlso. 

1 rnporte .. t ion of 1 b ot t le 1 ~ r·nor; 

:~ . Clo i)J inc should ·be lig!1t : t r:mper~t i~ure ttnd. humid ity Nil l b8 high , and t :tac1J).i 11g 
round ~3 i ttJs i~ swc.s. t y . l-Iob ody J.n Tie liJ:,e wears a ,jacket or "tjt,: . ~1h2 r1:; nr8 hot 
show ers i n the hote l , 11.nrl a cool lJO Ol a t Tov,or Hi ll . 'l'herc wi ll 1:,.e a t~ 1\·f°' ·t- r, -r 

( T.lr:1,.,,, 'K n S 0 \l1) ., ~~••v,d , .1.. ~ r • . e.1.. ••. t ... J. \J \.A..-.• ~ • 

4 . Nor::-1an IIauunond. ' 3 addr e.ss f ~ow. Mar0,h 26 .i.r, ? . (' . Box 52 , Bcli zt➔ Gity , Beli z,:; , r:1 . A• }· 
ca Oles SUGAR COP.OZAL B~~LIZE . If \,,.hen 71ou get this prog-ra!!lmo ·:p:;r;_-.·v•3 zti ll ::ic.t 
advi sed y oa:~ flight of ax-rival nnd d E., pc1.rt·J.re do s o to Behze . (JJ , IR , TL , GIN) 

~.c. 
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