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Pear I.orne: 
I am pleased to learn of your interest in 

kn~pptng of 1i thic materials. You have undertaken a most 

i n tl9resting pro j ect, the replication of Mesoarnerican 

#ibHt/r# &lcentrics. 

I.ri a.nswering your no. one question, it is usually not 

nessary to use heat treatment on obsidian, only on material 

t hat :ts geological old with internal s tress d-il#fr/M and 

strains that make the fracture unpredictable. I feel that 

whan this material is slowely heated and cooled that the 

flaking qualities are improved. Generally heat treat.'1'len t 

is only used on the silicious rocks. 

I do not pretend to know all t he answees in working 

stone and rrry experiments are still continuing. I have no formal 

publications since 1972. I have made reference of yo~r letter 

to Lucille Hartin of the flfH-HffJr#H#!IMuseum of Natural 

Histo .ry, Idaho State lJnicersity 'fN# at Pocatello, Idaho 

'lb.e core technique is probably the best approach to ma ke 

an eccentric or one can detach a large macro f'lakeif the : 

raw material is of that dimention and then thin the large ,-><', 

flake to the proper thickness, using the flake as a core. 

I would sugest the you read Experinents in ,replicatingHohokarn 

' \. 
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