
Dear Don an d Evelyn : 

4239 Belle vue Ave nue 
Tuc s on , Arizona 85712 

Oct ober 23 , 1975 

It ' s be e n so long since I ' v e written y ou t ha t I simply c an ' t 

re me mbe r t ha nking y ou f or t h e beautiful obs i di a n y ou s ent us l a s t 

F e b ruary . I ' w still , now and t h en , t r y ing t o fi gu r e out t h e p ro p er 

mountin g for the piec e s . ½ayb e I 0 ll u s e one for Jane ' s b r a celet , 

wh e n she gets he r hD. An I ' m s ure I di d , but ma yb e I di dn ' t , 

t hank y ou f or arra n g in 0 f or t he papers t o b e s ent t o Manuel Robles . 

That was k i nd of every one concern e d , and mu ch a p p r e ci a ted . 

I h ear by the g r apev i ne t ha t you h a d a n ope r a tion , peformed wi t h your 

own inimitable gl a ss knives? An d t ha t you have s urvived v ery well , a n d 

are do ing f ine . He l en an d I trust the grapevi n e is a ccurate , and t ha t 

y ou a n d y ou a r e bo th f i ne . 

You mentione d a shell mi d den b e l ow San £'e l i p e , as eing partia l l y 

mine ralize d . You a re s u ~ely correct . I will state pu blicly that the 

grey , e rod e d , s h ell t ools f rom Pinacate a r e more than 20 , 000 y ea rs 

ol d , a nd the re i s a n e x t i nct estuary , f l oo r now 25 ' or more a bove ~a 

l evel , whose banks a re cov e r ed wi t h g re, foo d s h ell , e rode d . Richard 

White ha s da t es f r om s uc h s hell a l ong t h e Gulf no r t h of Ti b uron of mor e 

t han 26 , 000 years B. P . 0 e ' re makin g p ro gress , Don ! 

And t h e p roof of that is t ha t Amer . An ti quity ' s editor , Frank Hol e , JOl d 

me l as t week he wo ul d b e r unning my p a p e r on Pre - Altithe r mal Archeo 

o f the P i nac a te . Whe n , I do n 't know , but i t ' s coming ou t , he say s . 

Th e re I p res ent charts etc with the f i gures 30 , 00 0 a n d 40 , 000 - and 

b eing t ake n s eriously . I wi ll rend you a reprin t , of c our se , if and when . 

Jane i s busy wor k i n g at t he Par k Se rvice , wh ere she is l a b chief ess , 

and has h e r p r e lim pap e r near l y do ne . F rom wha t she says a b out : t , i t 

ou ght to b e a l andmark pape r . Then- the thesis , on Pi nacat e a n d de s ert 

li thics , whi ch we ne e d s o badl y , ~nd which she , t t a nks t o you , ca n do 

so we l l . I h a v e a n ot h e r a ss oc i a te , y oun g Mi k e Waters , 20 yrs oh , d 

~ho , a n unde r graduate , i s doi n g a n hon ors pa pe r on Yuman c e ramic s fro m 

t h e Pi na cat e . That will b e a r eal cont r i bution , too . And so me h ow the 

De pt b roke down a nd made me h is t h esis a dvisor - f i r st t i me a non-

aca de mic h s been a l lowe d do do that . Mi k e is a good man . rte i s stak ing "-



out the ~abe za P ~i eta area as I di d the Pinacate , and devoting what 

fr ee weekends he has t o surveying an d coll e c ting the r e . That , of course , 

ties r i ght in with Pina cate , being an extens i on nor t hward o f i t . 

Mi ghty few .a r e wi lling , or ~ an , or b oth , to d o t hat kin d of fi e l d 

work these da ys . 
courtesy of I NAH 

Jane and I had a g ood tr ip/ to ? i b uron end of ~ay . Saw a Paleoindian 

s i te eroding out of stab i l zed dun es , whi ch were cappe d with Se r i 

and Ama rgos a n mat erial ( r e vers e 0 eri and Am) . And the oxi ation on 

the Pal e o tools , in p ink r h yol i t e , was int e r medi a t e e t we en Balpais 

an d l a t e San Di e g uit o , equivalent to SD I mat e rial f r om t he quarries 

n ear by . Good check on t ime relati onsh ip , and one which leaves Vance 

Haynes shak ing his head . But he ' s c oming aroun d , to o . Has asked to g o 

to Pina c a te wi th me ! 

Well , : elen a n d I hope you both will b e i n Tu cson one o f these days , 

befo -~ e to o long - better get out of that snow a n d ice ! Snd t hat ve ' J:l 
see you again . 

Meanwhi le , g oo d h e a l th and g ood luck , 

r 
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