
November 25 , 1977 

De a r Don : 

Just feel like wr iting you , Don , nothing o f i mpor t an ce , j ust feel 

that way . An d t o e xp re ss my h ope and assurance tha t all i s we l l with you 

after the opera tions - Marie s ai d you h a d come t h rough beautifully . Good 

ne ws to me a nd your o the r f riends . 

Re member the fine ~evallois flake tool you sent me to u s e on wood? 

And t hat I couldn ' t bear to use such a beautfm. l t h i ng t ha t way , and that I 

dulled the e dge and ma d e q b ola out o f it? Well , I was n e ve r s a t isfied with 

the b ola tips , wh ich were ve r y plain. So the t a st few n i gh t s and Sunday I ve ,., 
made a pair esapcially for the f lake, El aborate ones , with ball trim , 

ba ll t rim - nd a hemi s phe r e on the bottom , with an obisi dan , gold-

c:i heen- bullef- shaped obs i d i an caboc hon set in it . Looks v e r y good , and 

a l mos t - but not qui te - me 2sures up to the artistry y ou di splayed in the 

f lake too l . Thank y ou , sir . I t me ans a lot to me . 

How long does it take f or t he pain o f l oss to eas e? You hav e eigh t 

months more expe rienc e t han I . Af ter t hre e mon the , it seems as keen as eve r , 

mo r e so, in fact . And I f ind myself gr i eving at the oddes t moments , tr i g ­

ge re d by a s ound , a motion , an odor , or a context . Nothi n g t o do but tough 

it out, bu t it~s ha r d , i s n ' t it , Don? An d he r poodle d i ed two weeks a go , too . 

Well , anyway . My men are buying the ba ckh o e s and g oing i n to busines s for 

thems llves , after a year of r enting t hem f rom me an d learning s ome o f the 

ropes . Tha t lea ves t he c onc rete b usiness to dispos e of , and I hav e a mi ghty 

g o od man , who wan ts it , and who I h ope will and can take it t h i s winte r . 

Combi nat ion o f ti me payents and SS shoul d enabl e me to concentrate on 

a r cheol og ical writing , and maybe even some f i e ld t r a velling . Hope so . 

Don) best of it a ll to you - and I h ope you ' l l be c oming do wn . If 

you can stan d a boar ' s nest , you have a wa r m elcome , bed and beans h ere 

whenev e r . As you ought to know with out be i n ~ told . 
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