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Alpine Texas, results of meeting and symposium of SW Fed of Arch Societies. 

Essentially, this symposium was convened to discuss the evidence for and 
a r,ainst the presence of pre-Paleo occupation of the Trans-Pecos re gion, and 
by extension, its presence or ah s ence in borderin r, re gions and beyond. 
Dr J Chas Kelley mo dera ted. Pan e l consi s ted of Wm Mayer-Oakes, Don nra r oo, 
Anto , io An dretta, Paul Ezell and Julian Hayden. 
Hay den ma de a detailed exposition of the formationo f desert pavement and of 
desert varnish, a nd oheir use as time markers, markin g Altithermal periods. 
Pn vem ent s ar e form F! cl ,: uri.n r~ Al1:i. th e rmal times, and vnrnish i s form ed on the 
pe vcmen ts a nd a s sociated a rtifa cts at some time after the f a vement formation, 
hut be fore onset of a wetter time. Such varni s h deposits are associated with 
te chnolo ~ica l ch nnre s in the artifacts, and cah be correl a ted, th e r~fore, 
with st ages of dev e lopment of the ~an Die guito Complex,In the Sierra Pinacate 
a rea of NW Me xico, the earliest mat erial is as s ignecl to the halpa is,fh~tej, 
a hasal stage un derlyinr, an d leading into San Die guito I Phase. Evidence is 
to effe ct that t he nal pais occupation extended throu gh a lon ~ p~riod of time 
in a pluvial pe riod prece din B t he l a st ~lu7ia l, a~d that ~rt er an a ltit he rmal, 
the Malpais Altithermal, renewed occupation of the temporarily a ban doned 
re gion by d e s cen dants of the Malpais folk was for a shorter time and with 
a diminished population (or bo t h). Occupat i on of the Pinacate re r, ion en ded 
with the onset of the last Altithermal period, perhaps about 10,000 BP. 

Outside the Pinacate, to the northwest, Mal~ais has been i dentified ,n the San 
D~ego area, on the west si ne of t he Coast ilan ge, and there it is followed by 
SD I, which appears to have developed rather rapi dly into SD II and into SD III, 
dated at the Harris sit e 8 t about 9000 BP. This is also true o f the northern 
Cali f ornia deserts, the Mohave re Rion, where SD III is min gled with flut ed poin t 
m~ erial ( pe rha ps from the east, the plains). 

In southern Arizona, SD I extends across the state into New Mexico, an d the 
phase en ded jus t be fore t he appearance of true SD II type artifacts. 

In the Bi g Be nd country of West Texas, exposure of very extensive deposits of 
artifacts and fire hearths in ve r y recent years has result e d from deep and 
·broad erosion from heavy r ains, diverted by spreader dams from the usuAl water 
courses. This eros ion ha s expoeed (to consoli rl ate the evidence) heavily 
var9ished heaps~~ f ire-broken s tones, associated with ge ne rally unifacial 
ar-rifacts which a ppear in all re spects to be fBJJlpais. With these deposits 
are basin ~et a tes, mortars and manes, all h eavily varni s hed. Su~ occupation 
a ppe a r s to hav e l, een r e l a ted to the presence of pon ds and l akes in t he basins 
of the re gion, a nd have tentativel y been correlat e d with the shrinkin g of the 
lakes with the ons et of the Malpais Altit he r rnal, since the ci epos its seem to 
follow the r e ce ding shoreline downward. They lie, in places, on a surface 
bearin g varnish e d gravels, possibly the local equivalent of desert pavement. 

After such deflation of the area had taken place, and varnish#Q hed formed, 
alluviation occurred with th e onset of wetter ti~es. The extensive, varnished 
hearths were, in places, parfialfy buried by alluvium, and returnin g people 
us ed some of th ese varni s hed hearth stones, as well as unvarni s he rl stones, to 
construct and accumulate new hearths. Tools within this i econd level are un­
va rnished, althou ~h one heavily va rni s hed bisin ~etate was reused durin~ this 
time, the va rnish bein~ worn away from the basin proper. Tools of this stage · 
are identical to those of SD I to the west. 
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symposium 2 

SD III tools are present, but their association with hearths is not clear 
to me. Clovis implements and points are numerous, and here I assume that 
they are contemporaneous. My notes are unclear. Elsewhere in the deserts 
both SD III and Clovis are li ghtly varnished, but that marker is absent in 
the Bi g Bend re ~ion thus far. 

Much time wa~Jevoted ~ di s cussio n of the position of these hearths and their 
relationship, varni s hed to unvarnished. They often lie at the same level, 
anrl oc casionAJ.ly the vArni Bhed hearths are above the level of the unvarnished, 
thou1J: h not Guperpm?d. It was sugp:ested that an undulating p;roun ,1 surface 
would account for this, for certainly the surface could not be expected to 
be perfectly plane, nor is it today in uneroded areas. 

The discussants a ppeared to be in agreement that the evidence indicates very 
strongly, the sequence of San Dieguito phases, from Malpais through SD III; 
the latter may. 0overlap( and most probably doe s) the Clovis occupa ' ion or use · 
of the re gion. Clovis people seem to have intruded here, as in the southerh 
Western ueserts, as hunters, l e aving campsites and tools but not evidnce of 
prolon g ed and settled occupation. 

Dragoo pre s ented evidence ~or the development of Clovis (Paleo) and succeeding 
n ta ges of Paleo in the SE and Mi ddle Atlantic states and d!ih o,e*e• Ezell 
commented that Coe had more than a hundred Folsom points f rom a n area in N. 
Carolina, whereas not more than forty had been found throu ghout the western 
region. Discussants were in a greement on this. 

Mayer Oakes appeared to be willing to extend the halpais and SD to Ecuador, 
but time ran out, and we had to end the symposium (just when it became really 
interesting!) 

Weese notes are b a sed on very sktechy notes taken, and may be corrected when 
the tapes of the meetin g are transcribed. Essentially these notes are correct • 
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