
Dr . Tom Hester 
Dep t . of Anthropology 
Unlverstty of Califor nia 
Be r ke ley , Calif . 94720 

Dear Tom~ 

Route 1 , Box 39 
Kimberl y , I d 2~ 0 83341 

Ma y 15 , 1972 

Thanks for your tnteres tlng l etter of May 4 t h . I jus t 
returned from ISU and gave a c opy of vour l ~tter t o Dr . S0rl 
Swanson . Since he ls my boss , I will l e ave any dec isi ons 
about the b i b l1.og r aphy u p to hlm . You have probabl y heard 
from hlm b y n ow . My only c once rn i s tha t a ll publ lcg t l nns 
pert i nen t t o lith lc technology be made avail8.hle t o stude nt s 
and intere sted reade r s . 

I am p l eased to l earn of your c ontinued t nte r ~s t and 
stud i es of mes oamerica n ob~idian . Ho pe you get i n touch with 
Irwin Rovn ·~ r and l ear n of his findings in the Yuca t a n . 

It was g ood of you t o send so~e sampl es of t~e Santa 
Cruz blade~ . I was surprised to note t ha t t he ma t e ri a l i s 
di ffere n t than the materi B. l f r om Palos Verdes and t hq t l t ts 
a c arnel i an color wh ich is usua lly the r e sult of therma l 
a ltera tion . Two of the dar k colored blad es have been b9cked 
i n rrnch the san e manner as some of t he Paleoli th ic of Frc1nce . 
The othe r dar ke r colored b l ade has been untfa cially fl qked t o 
establ i sh a gu iding ri dge pr t or to rJ 9tachrrien t . The two 
li ,'."'hter colored bla des , trapezoidal in sect t rm , be 3. r 
long itudinal blad e s c a rs on the dor s a l s ide . Th~v 3.ll 8pp8 8r 
to have been altered by h eating but since th~re is a poli sh on 
al l surfqces , we can not be sure . I f we hqrt the c o r es with 
the ir ort g inRl surf 2 ce - t h en we coul d speak wlth some 
a ut hority . All of t he surfa ces seem to have been subjec t ed 
to attrition of some k ind wh ich is peculi a r . 

I a m sending you so~~ _b l ades and cores wh i ch was 9 

hurri ed ex per i m~n t of detaching blad~s by pressure - just u~ln~ 
a vi se (clal"lp ) and hand pressure . Th e mgte rial i s heat - treqted 
novacu ll te fr ol"l A~Jrn.nsas , and. you wi l l note the t e xtu r e chr-rnr.:r, e 
of mB terl a l on the c ore . I n its na tural sta te i t is i mposs i ble to 
pre ss off blades, but a ft er a lt e r ation i t i s qu l te s i mple . 

I am sorry ths t a t t h i s ti ~e I can not de f ine t he t echnique 
of t he Santa Cruz bla des . If one h 9d a l 9rge popu l at i on of t he 
blade s , it wollld be p 0ssible to r 9 const ruct t vie core and ,,.)ossi blv 
t el l mo -re a bout the -sippli ed techn i q ue . Using t 9.bul a r or pa r=1,l lel 
sided fla~e s as c or es is certa i nly a d i f fere n t New World b l a de 
t e c hn i ,1ue 3.nd h o pe I f i nd t i ne i n the n '.'!a r fu ture t o wor l: on t '1is . 

With bes t wishes, 

Don ~ . Cr abtree 

. 
yJ 


