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Thanks for vour letter of Oct . 15th and the photo of 
t;..-ie ha11rl1.ed 1rni ves . I am ol ei:i.s:il to he ic~pt i nf'or7erJ of ,,onr 
inter"J"'t'no:- work: in lit'1ics . rhe beve1iY1P: , aw~ to t1'Je shsirpen­
in~ orocess , ts interestin~ in th9t it ~opeArs to ~ave been 
d~ne unif'~clqlly . In so1e of my r~ncti~n~l exp9ri~ents I also 
find t''1e uni faci'1l sk1arp3n1.1Fr, Tl'\uch b~tt~r t i1CJ.'1 bi f,:ici:c.tl retouch . 
It leqv,s t!1,:; ndse nuch strR.i?,;htor 7."Y1 t1e cut C8'1 be T"J'CJ.r!e :t.T t tri 
a mi"1i·n,n of effort . I use 9.n obsidi"'n knif'e ··r lth unlf9ciql 
retouch for slicing tomatoas except thqt dur\~~ the cuttin~ , 
t~e pl~no sidais to t ~e l~ft - or next to the tomqto - w~ereqs the 
phot0 see111s to have the 1lqno si"le 8t t'-1° ri.O'ht si4e of' the 1tnif'e . 

I use pressur9 to d~t~ch the fla~~s but flrst t~e ol~t-
f0r1'1 is .r, ro nrid sll3htl.v to 1)r·.!V<:;nt it frori crns'1ir1q; . Tl--ie 
PlPtfor"" is r emoved with tvie flsdce 1~.! "tV-inp; a r azor- sh~irp e '1'3e . 
rii~ sa 1 '1'3 t 11in;:,; cqn be r'lon~ by usi11q; 9. hqriwoor'J 'billet smd p3r­
cussl0n hut not with as much accur9cy qs pr1ssu re . A h8~mers~one 
often crt1fd-,'"-'r-, tJ.--ie eoges "Tiorc r·ndi.ly t'-1'-H1 Hhen q_ hi.llet of 
·1 ore 1rl elJi":".' ·1° teri sil i sused . n.lchard G1mld tells TJ.3 th<1t 
t:•1e \ustr9li9n qb0ri-:;in1s ofte 11 use A ui~ce of muli:,:a ··oo'l f0r 
s~qro9nln7 t~eir st)~~ tools . 

riv~ v'',qle hor~ sh'Y1l,1 '. y•ove to b,3 excellent 11.P t;r't "'l f0r q 
)---~rcussor as it ts l~ss ie'lSP. t 11::Pl t I t of t 11A ll11'-';!llr-ites r;_114 

c0 11lri he tqk'"!n fro1n, the d l f'fer~YJt ,,qrt s of tvie ,,...,11ali?. ' s 8.nat0mv , 
sel=-cti.np-; h011e thqt has the de 11stt,r to corres 1,011rl Hlth tr.~ st,ri;e 
')f' f la 'c l ng . 

: .. eep the ohst'ii1'1 sc,•oles • . i:'he colors 898"'1 tr) b=? unt7.ue 
qnd quite diff~rent fro, the r3i"1bow ob1t4t n of western u.s . 
l :riqve '1ore , if t':·, s;-1,1ol""s '.Jr~ too s '·111 . T ').lso ''1°:ive ,::;or13 

abo:ri.gl>1'-1l 'ror:c in th~ s1"0 ~ r:Jqt3ri=1l but It W'.Jul 1 h9 of' li'•tle 
value until th9 source i s known . I hore I ~av ke9p th ➔ photo 
o~ the ~gyptl8n knives . 

Yo u:r l nforr-1:it l on has bee11 "1f m.11.ch vgl11P. to "'1-~ t0 1-=?·:irYl of' 
t9chnoloqlc1l i ifferences an1 the 8Xciti~T s~~rc~ f0:r clu~s to 
''!an s be'13 vi or 80 ,rtd9 lV se uBr·0,tc.d o:-e Y,:r- 1 hicB.llv . 


