
Dr. Don E . Cra btree 
c/o Idaho Sta te University 
Poca tello, Idaho. 

De a r Dr . Crabtree, 

June 2 3 , 1979 

I h ave just b eg ·" n g radu a te studies in Anth ropol ogy ( Ar cha eology ) 

a t the Univers ity of Ca l i f ornia, Davis. I have studied your book, 

.An Introduction To ~he Techn ol ogy of Stone Tools , with great a d

mir a ti on. I am ver y inter ested in prehistoric lithic technology , 

and have selected,for my Mas ter 's Thesis, an in-depth study of a 

chert qu arry, used by aboriginal Cal ifornians, fo r perhaps sevena l 

thous and years. Th i s quarry is the only one i dent i f ied in a r a ther 

l a rge dr a ina g e a pproxima tely 12 miles northwest of Hea ldsburg, Ca . 

This drai nage wa s control l ed in l a te prehistoric and ethnographic 

times by a t r ibelet of Southern Pomo. Another cher t qu arry exists 

in an adj a cent dra ina ge, thou ght to h ave b e en contr oll ed by a dif

fe r ent tribelet. Obsidian wa s av a i l i able from four loca l sour ces, 

all more than 40 miles away. The r e exists the oppor t unity to study 

the interplay between the utiliz a tion of loc a l cherts and i mported 

obsidian through time, a s well a s an intensive analysi s of quarry 

techniques. I s hal l h ave access to arch8eolog ica l site d ~t a from 

as many as 60 pr eh i storic si.tes, l oc a ted in the two previous l y 

men t ioned dra inages, pres ently un der s tudy. These draina g es are 

to be floo d ed as a result of con struction of the Warm Spr ings Dam , 

and I am involved with mitigation of i mp a cts to archa eologi ca l s ites. 

Par t of my study wil l involve the a ttBmpt . t o cha r Bcter ize the 

cher t from the t wo qu a r r ie s , so a s to be abl e to trac e the mov ement 

of che r t to prehistoric s ites. I have t r ied X-Ray Fluore s cenc e 

Spect ros c opy , with negative resu l ts. Litera ture confirms t h is method 

a s ina dequ at e • .Another a ttempt wil l b e ma de to identify the cher t 

by c olor, pe r cent of i nclusions , gra in, e t c . 

My pur pose in wr iting to y ou i s my i n t e r est in discer nin g 

qu a r r y ing te chniqu e s, a s expressed by the cher t outcr op s and the 

f l aking debitage. Nobody I h ave conta cted in the loca l reR i s 

awa re of any liter a ture ; b ey ond super fici al, descriptive site repor t s , 

concerning quar ry techniques or meth ods to Rnal yz e qu arry debjta ~e . 

I would be i mme asura bly gr a te-ful if y ou coul d pr ovide me with some 

csu i dan ce , r (; fer ences, or sug1r e s tions . I am anxious to contr ihute new 

da t a and methods to +h i 0 area of s+udy. Th a nk you for v our con-

( ov e r ) 



s i derat i on . 

Since-rely.~~~ 

Rob J a cks on 
55 Wi l l i am 3t. 
0".'ta t i , 0 "" . 

94928 

P . S . I f it would b e f as ter or ea s i er , f eel mor e than free t o 
call me col l e ct . 

Ph on e- (707) 795-01 OR aft er 6 P . M. weekdays and an:vt i me we ekends 

Work - (mes s age ) (707) 664- 2734 8 : 30 A. M. - 4: 30 P.M . weekdays 
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