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I nave jus t f inisned read1np wi tt1 muc tl interest and awed ad1 1 irc,ti<:n 
/Otn article in tne v c too er , 196 8 , .i.meri can 1 nt iy_ui ty . It seems to 
rne Lrle r sult of an impressive amount of worl , i,a tien ce , anrl careful 
observation : cou•raculacions . 

I'm in w11at 1 no e are cne latter s taees of writinr ur, s me field 
wo rl 1 connleted recently in .1 ndia . l'ne io c us 01 my worl were i1icro ­
li t11s , so you c an u1 ders t and my interest in and a)iffeciation f r 
your ar icle . 1. mentioned tne ar t i cle to a friend and coL c.:ague of 
IHinE in ..L.ndia , tnir 1 inp t,1a t ni s University t:11er was a subscri er 
to ,1.me r ican n.ntiqui ty . ..L. t t urns ou c that as a result of tne de v aluat i on 
o Lne r uoee a coupl e of years a go , t11c ub scrip t ion i.1 " d to c ancel -
led . ~inc e ne a l s o nas b en exc avating microli tnic sites , he is 
most inter e st din your work and woula be very g r ateful to rec ei v e 
a r orint of t he article , if you 11ave one you co uld si,are . dis 
name and acdress : 

Dr . V . 1 • •t isra 
rcnaeo logy Deoart rnen t 

Deccan t...,ol lepe 
1:-o na 6 , .1ndia . 

If you have repr int s , f any ot11er art icles you nav e preDared on the 
•,r o ou c t 10n of stone tools or we a Dons , botn ne and I would be ve r y 
e ratef ul to rec ei vf:: tnem . 

1 i. oncJer ii yo u ' 11 be com1np tnrou g11 ~ew torL auain 1n tne nea r future '!' 
.t have so1,1e s 'ec imen s that 1. ' d 1 iK e to sll ow you an d asl your on inion 
about , regardin g ressur e vs . ind irect per c ussion d et d c hnen t of Lades . 
lf you don ' t intend to be here in the cominp months , ~ co u l d send you 
a few cores - - not mor t H.,n ,1al f a dozen or so --for yo ur examination . 

iou nay Le aware nat t ne enti r e (1u e stion of er st d e uid:np ridp·e s 
nas lft.n he subJe ct of so we in tensi v e stud y by .tndian a r c l1aeoloqists , 
and t na t ~uboarao wrote a quite com rel1ensi ve survl:y of t11e suL Jec t 
f ro r a distribution view oin t in tne uld ,or ld . Crested t'uid in g rid ges 
in ndia are one of tne nallmarl s of ~eolit a ic and ~nal colit ui c c hip­
ped st~ne industri es , suo ,osedly di-fe r ent i atin g tnem from the partly 
ear lier , Late Stone . t;r e o r J\1esolithic - l il e mic r oliths . tio ever , the 
who le su ject is sti ll v er y muc .t1 ooen to fur tiler inqui r y , a s l l1one 
to no int out in my dissertation . I 1,,1onder , for exaMDl e , J US t how rya r al-
1 el an j st r aight a ::;l ade a 1 nanner could hav e d e .:ache d without the use 
of a Dreformi~u rid~e , using indi re c t ner c ussion or pre~sure for detaching 
t l ades? anl c:~ lia has su!?"izestEd that the Cl1al coli thi c }naoner s may hav e 
used a method for detachinp ilades similar to t ha t still emoloyed ·n the 
~ rodu c tion of beads fr om semi - precious st res , in 1ndia : tn st r i~inr 

olatform i s held against a metal ~oint whi ch is imbed d e d in or r ests on a 



page 2 

heavy stone ; tne knanoer gras~s t he co r e w1th one hand and , witn the othEr , 
taos a gainst the flat , distal end of t h e core with a bone or antler hamme r . 
(In the modern xamnle , tne core , of c ourse , e v ent ually beoomes the finished 
orodu c t --beads -- and the l 'ldes a re discarded . ) Sanl.alia c aims that this 
~ethod was used in Chal c o lithic times to n roduce Llades and cores not muc h 
inferior to t he t yn e you il l ustrate as Dressure - de t a c h ed . From what you 
report , uo,Jever , it may not be nossibl to etac n su c h. nerf e c t blades y 
the metn d of the modern bead-rna}.e r s . I ' d be v e r y int e r es t ed to l ear n if 
you ,1 a v e tried t1is particular m thod of indi r ect per c ussion detaching , and 
wha t your result s wer e . 1n c 1dentall y , c nal cedon y was of ten the most c o ,<1m on 
material used in ne 'h:=tl c oli thi c indust r ies . 

uelow 1 ' m list ing th references about this sub Ject in t h e lnd i an l iterature , 
for your information : 

Su· a r ao , bendaoudi 
1958 b lade industry of J:>e r iod Ill. 1.11 :·ankalia , H. D. , b . SubLar ao 

and ' . B . De o , fhe excavat i ons at Mahe sh~ a r and Navdatoli 1952 - 53 . 
fhe De c can 'ol Lege 1-<.e sear c h .1ns ti tu te and l'he tah ar a j a aya J i rao 
University Pu lication ~o . 1 . J:>oona and uaroda . ( p . 41 - 65) . 

1955 fhe er al coli thic lJlade industry of Mahes nwar (Cent r al India) 
a nd a note on tae history of the techniy ue . bulletin of the 
Dec can 'a llege ~esear c h institute , vII : 2 : 126 - 49 , Poona . 

Sanhalia , 11 . D . 
1964 Stone l g e tools : their te ch:riques , n aL1es and nrobabl e fun c tions . 

Poona : Decca~ Colle ge Po s t f r aduate and Researc h lnstitute . 
( 1:.sn . p . 33J . 

1967 1be soc ioec Jnomi c signifi c ance of the lit ui c blade industry 
of 1 a v a o li , 1-, ad,1ya Pradesh , l ndia . Current 11.nthr o ;)ology , 
8 : 3 : 2t)2 - 68 , u ne . 

I believ e cnat botn Da'":>e r s t.,y ~ubt,a r ao a r e p ract i ca lly i dentical and cont c..t in 
ret ere .c es t o many Old ~vorlcl examoles of tne cr ested f! Uiding ridge tectrni ue , 
ut 1 d n ' t rec a ll if he has any of t 11e New Wo r lci referenc es . 

I loo~ forward tu heari ng from you . 

Si cerely 
I 

1:i:--:1 /4:::-
// Columbli/2. llniversi t y and 

NY State rchaeologi c al Asso c . 


	CE_B5_F5-Item2-001
	CE_B5_F5-Item2-002

