
Christmas, 1975 

Because of warm memories of other times and other places, we look 
forward to the Christmas season o o • hearing from friends and sending 
a bit of news and best wishes from the West Texas Branch of the ~~yer
Oakeses. 

Although we are not completely in the throes of the empty nest 
syndrome, we are becoming aware that Susan, 20 , and David , 19, are 
flitting more out than ino 

Drew , at 13, is still very much a part of the household and continues 
to keep us on the run getting him to and from his many activities. His 
interest in theatre has not lessenedo I n fact, the big event of 1975 fo r 
him was tur ning 11proii. Drew had an opportunity for a part in the local 
dinner theatre's production cf Jean Kerr's 11 Finishing Touc hes 11 last 
Aprllo For six weeks he was on s t age five nights a week9 managed to 
keep up with his sc hool work and succes s fully campaigned f or school 
treasurero This offi ce was selected because he f i gur ed t he Student 
Council never had any money and the ciu ties woul d oe minimal. With a slogan 
like uvot e for Drew -- he's true blue '; , who could lose ? Anyway, he has 
enjoyed the experience except for trudging of f in t he dark t wo mornings 
a week for early Student Council meetings. The trombone keeps him busy 
i n the school band and orchestra but the dr Qm is now a t hing o~ the past. 
Just to round things out, Dr~N played soccer this f all and enjoyed i t 
even if the team did.n 1 t win many garnes. 

David spent part of the year i n Franc e riding his bicycl e as a 
member of a Franch amateur racing cl ubo He returned to the States in July 
to compete in t he Pan- Am selection races , made the National :13u Tea.in for 
t he second year and is now aiming for the Clympics i n iv:ontreal in 1976. 
David 's j ob in a local French restaurant is helping fi nance hi s return to 
France for early ' 76 preparation for the Olympic sel ec 1,icn r ac es to be held 
next Juneo While at home he has grown a beard to make him one of the 
mor e distingui shed 11 Fr ench wai ters " in these nar ts . 

Susan i s i n her last yea r at Trinity Universi t y in San Antonio 
wi th med school st i..11 he r goal o She conti nues t o earn s:;holars:1ip hel p 
because of her academic s tanding and was success ::ul i n conpeting for a 
resident assistantship which provides her board and room thi s yearo 
Al t hough it keeps her quite ousy, she enjoys the res i dent assistantship 
and the opportuni ty it gives her to apprec i ate students probl ens ••• of 
wtich there are appar ent ly rr.anyl Susan s.:.ill does s ome part- t i1ne work 
with 11Science Ur l imi ted 11

, the research lab where she '.-Jor ked full - time 
l ast stunmer. Some of t he work invol ved r etesting of Eo So ?o experiments 
as well as the clas sic exper iments of plant responses t o various psychic 
and other stimuli. Result : Susan says , 11 Don' t bot.her talking to your 
plants., ti But she i s still intr i gued by E. s . P. phenomena. 

With iJavid overseas , t he four of us had a short ca;;ping trip in 
early August. We l earned why Cloudcrof t, New !'•:exico , got its name and t hen 
shifted to t he warmer and dryer clima t e of R~idoso to finish the vacation 
in much better spiri t s . 

Nita and 3ill , each a year older, wonder about t he liwiser 11 par t of 
t he adageo But sustained by good fri ends , warm family ties , and now and 
then a bit of creativity and contribution shuffled in between the humdrum, 
we look forw ard to another year. 

We wish you all t he best during the holidays and 1976. 0 o • 
11 Salud, a.,.or , pesetas y tiempo para gustarlos. 11 
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