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Dear Dr . 1'11 ller: 

Dr . ~arl qwanson has told me of your interest ln lithlc technoloay , 
exoertmental archa~olo~y an1 functional exp9ri~9nts . It ts , tnde9d , 
gratifying thBt vou find this approach to be vqlu~bl~ for an tnterpretqtton 
of archaeolozy . fher9 ts y9t much to be 1one in t~is fi3ld lf one ts to 
understand the technoloatcal traits excress~i when r9ductnv raw mqteriBl 
to the finished artlfqct . I , too , feel th1t the detritus Rnd waste flAkes 
wer~ us3d as tools . 

I have r9cently encounter9~ a problem w~lch y~u mav h9 qbl9 to 
helo with and ultimately arrive at so~e implied solution . It ts a matter 
or functt0nal polish . I find thAt when a tool ts used until the functionql 
edge assumes 3 p0llsh , t11.at 1.t ls t11.e!1 onlv q;ooi for b11rnishing . Y9t we 
find tools with functi onal polish on the edges . Why ts an edq9 used to 
that stao;e when a new sri3.rp ed~e can be expos91 in s ~cond s b•r the s i rnple 
re111.oval of on9 or ~or9 flak~s 

Also , I hav9 found that one canuse the obtuse an~les on lithic 
111.aterl3l to easily shqpe qni for111 hqrd 11ateri'3ls r3.oldly . For exalTlple , 
the obtuse an~les on a polyhedrql core of obsidian can be us9d to shape 
dry b')ne and it can be US91 for -~ lon;::: perlol of ti"!e •,1ithout iullln.-?; lf 
the an~le of t~e tool and pressur~s are right . The dors~l ri~ge o~ q 

single-ri-1~e4 blqde ls a superb plan ing tool . You will be ama?e1 at 
how quickly a piece of so8ked antler can be slv:i.ped - lorn;,- spi rql sh 0nrtngs 
bein~ re~oved with little effort . 

I have submitted a pap,~r to Swanson on t'1e results of using; tr-ie 
obtuse an~le and will ~ave ~im send vou a copv qs s~on as it ls oubl\shod . 
It will e'11p11.asize trie necessity of clos9ly examining any fl8;{ed lithic 
material for nossible tool use . 

I could ~o on qt sr~at lengths 9bout experiments y9t to be 
res0lved , hut have hopes that you will be able to visit us when vou co~e 
to tl--19 "ltates . Alan '3rycrn and Junius 31.rd hqve both told 11')9 of the 
wonderful sites ins . ~. I almost envy you th~ greRt frontiers of 
archa~olo~y y9t to ~e evaluqted . 

Again , I 3m rnore t ··14n plAas~i to 19=::irn of vour uninfluFmc~d 
experi~ents an1 will be looki~g for ard to h93ri~~ 0f your results . 

Very slncer9ly yours , 

Don ..: . Crabtree ...u 


