
Dr . Richards . HacNelsh 
Phllllps Academy 
Robert 3. Peabody Foundatlon 
Box 71 
C\.110 over , dass . 

Dear Scotty : 

Route 1, B0x 39-
Ktmberly , Id~ho 8JJ41 

Aprll l , 1 971 

Thank you so much for the second annual report on 
Avacucho Project . You are , lndeed , the Sherlock Holmes of 
archaeology and have uncovered a tremendous ar10unt of new 
lnformatton about early ~an tn the new world . 

I am part lcularly lnter"!sted l n the P9.ccaicasa plano­
convex tnplements because I have been doin!X so'!"e experiments 
ln function by uslnP: obtuse 'iln.gl8S to form bone and reststaYJt 
materials . I flnd that when u~lng a sookesh8Ve \f the ventral 
si~e of the falke or blade acts as the beqrlng surfqce against 
t~e object being planed , the cut wlll he flat , smooth and 
rapid ., The concavl tles of the s_pokeshave are most unsatlsfqctory 
even thourrh tt may look as thou~h thev woul1 conPor~ to th~ 
shaft to be planed . Recent lnvest l ~atlon of a blqde from 
11urrav SprlnR:s smd otrier collectlons s"1.ow thqt often tvi~ rlorsql 
rld~e on a flake or blade bears function-=i.l poltsvi from use 
as q formtn~ tool . I have found thqt event~°- ri 1 ze on the 
ohsidl4n polyh3dral core will re,,1011e Sl-\:'lvings fro"1 r'iry bone 
with llttle or no da~a~e to t~c cutting edge . ~amlnln~ these 
low ar~les may reveal some lnterestln~ tool st_vla.s . 

I do hope that your health ts ~ood an~ ~velyn an~ I send 
our best to you , Diana and th~ boys . I dld not kno~ or the 
passln~ of irlc Callen untll I read your report . He was q good 
friend wlth a wonderful personality an<i tre"l~ndous ablllty . 
This 1.s , indeed , a greqt l oss to science ann th.r! profess ton . 

fhanks and best wish~s , 

Don l . Cr3.btree 


