
Dear Dick ;-

33 Rippon Ave . , 
Hillsdale , Mich . , 
Sept . 15 , 1931. 

Rece l ved · your two l etters . · Thanks • . Time Ls still as 
· short as ever , · a nd I am even further behind on the things I 
want to do, s u ch as my corresp0:1lience l~st . Abd I ' ve really 
GOT to get to work on this new story---two of them , in fact . 
I am going to clean up this wild thing :r have had laying around s o 
lon? , and then t ear i nto th:w thi.rd Skylar'k . This wi.ld yarn 
isn t goiilg to be so bad , e-ither_. I ' ve ""Ot it p:eettY well rounded 

T , I • t " up ·_.nto shape , and darned if ... aon t really like it . Of course, 
i.t sn't anything li't.ce anythi.ng else I ever trled---maybe that ' s 
why 1 like 1 t . The ne\l Skylark , though , is go ing to he a brutal 
t h i.ng to write . Have been worlci.ng a l mos.t a year on the outline 
alone. Ci-ot it fairly well in hand, I think; bnt I wish lt were 
done ~ As you know , a climax t:) Three---v;r,ere I climaxed every 
thi.ng I c:)uld---wUl have to be somethlng that will knock " em 
fnto a n outside loop; and ·r'm not quite convi.nced yet that I can 
handle . it 'without let ti. ng down . I.f I can ' t , :r:' J.l scrap i.t. 

Thank s for the informatiQn on the Ship of Ishtar . I 
sent ~or one , got it , read and enjQyed it i.mmeBBely . He told me 
he thought t t was the · best thtng he ever' wrote-- .. and I a gree 
with him . Fof' sheer po11fer, I have n ever seen its equal. 

I am also very grateful for your d iscuss io:l of the 
Spacehounds . Y~)U said exactly what I thonght you would say . 
fut t h ere was , and is , a reason for most of that stuff . The 
Skylark was widely critic-4.sed , and w~th reason , as being pseudo
so ience , and not sc tent tfic fiction. Spa ceh:Jll.(luS was des lgned 
and ·,;rltten as strictly scientific fiction . The fact that i.t is 
reallv sc ienti f c called for s ome pretty heavy doses of physics; 
and at the same t t me com;:JAl led me to ltmH the scope of act:i.vi t y 
to our own sola r s ystem . That limttation in turn robbed me of 
an opportunity---or rather , let me say, made XX imposs-l.ble such 

Powefful and imag inati •e effects as abounded in the S1.cyl a r 1.cs. 

!au see , I was , and am, between t he devil and the deep 
blue sea . 1t is imposs ible to be wi. l dly imag '~.native and s trictly 
and prosaically scientific a t one and the same time---and ye t 
that is what most of you fellows seem to expect of me~ However , 
in the second and t hird Spa c ehound s (I thi.nk I htwe told you t ha t 
this was the first of a projected seri e s of three; the other two 
to be interstellar, and i n tergalactic , respecti.vely, i n scope . 
For these stories · t Ntll be necessary to transcend science a bit; 
but with a really sctenti_f ic foundation laid in t his first yarn , 
I t h ink I can get away with all the power and emotion of the 
S'~<:ylart< s , w i. thout offendi. ng the p1:;,re s c lent-i. s ts t oo badly . 

You y 0u rself are mak: i. ng a h ;rrlble break when von compare 
me to Merritt i n 1'gripping powertt and tte ;r'ott on" . Merri tt " is a 
master, as you already know I thin't.c - --but he is utterly u sci.ent ·i_fjc; 
and you should :Cnow better than to call any of r. l s work sc-tenti_fic 
fiction . It ts fantasti.c ficti on of a f i ne and \\Onderf'nl kind---
but he does , and 8hould , emphas ize exactly t he things h e does . 
I could.not write h i.s style , ~y more than he could wrHe mine - -
?~e at t a 1n our ends by diametr1.ca lly opp osed means . 

OVER 



•.. 
I draw my characters one way ; he by an altogether differen t 
~etho~ • . Su~pense and interest are ca0ried t n entirely d1 f fe rent 
way? ---in fact , · there i.s · no s t ngl'B point ln common by which 
Merritt and I can simultaneously be crt ttetsed . I lt e h"ts 
st or ~es i.mmensely~ and h e has t ol d me u-.. A.t he. l ikes mtne; and 
it ~s q<lite pro1:ab-le that the same man could li. k e both of us---
but t p.a t }..ets us out. · · · 

So , y:Jungster·, you· are more nAarly ri. grt than· you 
thought in. your last page - · -you cannot stress both pure emot i ::m 
(aside -from love and character-drawing) and sclence in the 
same stor·y w! t ou·t havi.ng- something t hat smells t ·o high h e aven 
as a botched job ~ · 

. In this connection, I" wouldn 't be surpr iS:e d i. f you 
would 1 i ke t .hi s thi.ng I am v1riting now better than ei t ·her the 
Skylarks or the Spacehounds , simp l y because ·u does go tnto 
human emot ton s , i ns t ead of: sctence· . It is qnite p osslble that 
y ou are not really a lover of purely scientiftc flct~on ; but 
like fantas ti.c f iction , thinly veneered wlth sci.ence , much 
be tter than you admt t . For tl'lat is . .vh& t the Skylarks actually 
were; a nd ~~err ·ltt' s st ories, (particularly the Shi..p ) conta:i.n 
not an iota of actual sc "ence . 

Well, I was due on an-other job lo::1g ago , so I ' ll have t o 
chop th rs · off . ""Think I ' ve a nswe:re d · most of the o i.n t s ; and I 
certainly do thank you a.ga tn f or the real appreci.ation y ou h nv e 
shown of my stories . Toodle-coo ~ 
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