
Dear Dick :-

33 R i ppon Av e . , 
Hill sda l e , Mich . , 
Re b. 15, 1934 . 

I haven't a ns wered y o,ur letter of .Tan . 17th (nor any 
fro m a ny body else) because I hav e been putti ng in literally 
every min ute th a t I could sp are fro m the job--i n f a ct, hav e 
stolen quite a lot of time fr om th e job-7-to finish t h is DAMN 
SKYLARK. Go,t the second rough draft on pa per l a st ni ght, or 
rather, about 2 AM t his mornin g , s o am ma ilin g the first rou gh 
draft her ew it h. 

I thin k I told you when you were here th a t this story 
was so damna bly hard to writ e th Eit I ha d to make t wo rou gh 
drafts besides my pr eli minary no t e s a nd wor k in g outl i ne? \'Jel l, 
maybe that's a break, aft er a ll; bec a use after Christ mas, a nd 
t he nice thin gs y ou sa id a bout havin g another rou gh draft of 
on e of my stories, I dec i ded to make t he first dr a ft, whic h 
wa s goin g into t h is 1 ittle black note book in rath er ske tchy 
form, much more complete a nd send it to you with m~ compl iments. 
You will notice that the first half of the story is very in 
co mplete; but you have al re a dy re ad t ha t in the :MS, and t he 
last half i sk uite f ull. Of cour s e, I have ch an ged it qu it e a 
lot in the iecond rou gh dr aft, and will chan ge it still more 
after .Tean gets it into ty pe; bu t t h is will g iv e y ou a n i dea 
as to what it is a ll about . 

Now t ha t 11Tri r,l an et a ry 11 has fi na lly got i n to print, 
all r e striction s a re off a s to y our dis pos a l of the rou gh 
drafts you have of it --d o a ny th i ng or say any t h in g a bout th em 
y ou wan t to. I woul d li ke you to keep this Skyl ark stuff und er 
your hat for a while, however--I am not goin g to s end For r est 
his draft until public a tio n ha s be en def initely dee ided upon -
maybe not until publ i cation ha s be en st a rt e d . 

As to your su gg estion that I go into soci al, econo mic, 
etc., conditions in t he future-- you are a ll wet. Sea ton and 
Crane a re not future , but cont emporary char a ct ers; the whol e 
a ct ion of the three Skyl ar ks c,overs onl y a ye ar or s o. Bes ide,s 
my id eas of f uture dev elo pment a re ha ndled by t he civi1 2 i za tion s 
of other worl ds , pa rtic ularly Norl amin. Second besides, t ha t 
k in d of s tuff is not my forte, a nd I do n ot like to inv a de th ~ 
f i:el ds a lre a dy covere dl and better, by Vinc ent (a mong oth er s) 

~ ou su ggest . In fact, I do not l i ke to us e ev en incidents 
t~ ~- -a lthou ghI am afr a id t ha t I gr az ed Merritt prett y clo se ly 
in one inci dent--see Sa turd ay, Sept . 17t h and next pag e a nd 
let me kn ow what you t h in k . But it is not re a lly Pl ag i a ri sm. 
a s I t hi nk you wi l l a dmit . It is the on ly lo g ic a l ba it to use 
for the Intellectu als, and I can't see m to get avn:-.y from it. 

Personally, I thi nk the whole yarn is r otten, not fit to 
be pu blished. But then, I a l waya do feel t ha t way when a story 
is done--so, al t hough it cert a inly is not a s go o a a s I tho ugh t . 
or rather, ho ped, t ha t it was goin g to be, it prob a bl y isn•t 
quite as bad a-s I ' m afrai d it is . It couldn I t bet Anyw Y, t h is 
i s most emnha tic ally a nd positivel y the LAST SKYLARK. 

· Cor di ally yours , p c, C::---
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