
Dear Di ck ; -

33 Riooon Ave . , 
Hillsdale , rn c, . , 
Parch 1, 19:34 . 

I just got the most terrific shock of my liPe---Desmond 
Hall, of Astounding , likes this new "" 1cyla.r k of Va.leron" so ve1 1 
that he grab ed t~e rough draft of it---the yellow , typed draft, 
you %now-- -wouldn t send it back , and is going to oubli~h it 
directly from that draft , without wa i. ting for a final co oy or 
letti ng me c hange a. word i_n it '. 111rrn.t do you tri.n'.c of that? I 
was a bsolu tely flab oergaste d - - -haven I t come down to Barth yet . 

The w~y it came about was this . As you may r emember , 
when I got the second rou gh draft done I didn ' t thi.nlc H was so 
hot ; and rather than was te a lot of ti~e copying somethi.n~ that 
wou ld have to be all bu tch e red up afterward , I suggested to Hall 
t hat he should read the rough draft - --with all due aoolog 4 es for 
its messy condition - --and do his green - oenctl~n~ ri~ht o~ tre 
page; as a gu ide to revidion for the f nal draft. Fe a.greed that 
that would be a keen idea; so! sent it to him, with a long letter 
te 1 ling him just what I thou ght was the mat ter with it, nointinrr 
out the rough spots a nd what I in tenc:' ed to do abo 1.t them , and mig ­
gesting that he mark heavily anything trat T hac missed---that is, 
of course, if he thought it was good enongh to pass muster . 

Then fo r a week I had about tre nrett i.est case of the 
jitters you ever saw---the yarn got ro+ . tener and rottenAr every 
ti.me I studied it - --u n til when :r saw the envelot>e of h 4 s l,.Ptter 
I was pract -ically C8rtain t hat it contained a flat rejecti on slio , 
And the l::est I even hoped for was a cha nce to revise the . wrole 
thing from one end to the other . Jean did have trie temerity to 
asl< once· ''Ju st su".lnose t hat he keeps t hat draft and ciuhlishes 
it from that ~" but I quelled her wi tr1 a scornful glance . " -r-.101.,odv 
ever would have the crust to submit such a mess as a manuscriot , " 
says I, "and , if they did , any nublisher would just boda ciously 
throw h im and it out on their ears . Don't be a sap , p.;uy~" 

1 re11 , Jeannie ,as right . That letter was a nerfect rave -- ­
it sounded 1 i.ke fan mail . Actually , T nevAr Sll')':Josec1 trat an _· 
editor ever wrote letters lil<e that, to anvbody '. He wouldn ' t 
sen d it75ack unle s s I absolutely insisted , because changing a 
word anywhere in it would be a er me . It wasn ' t messy at all-- ­
compared to mos t of the MSS he rece'ved , it was a clAan oao;e. 
( Knowing what the yellow typed draft of my yarns 1001.rn li 1rn 
when I e;et done wi.th it , ane n ' t you amazed that anvbody wro 
calls himself an author could have the i.ntnstinal fortitude to 
s!3nd in that kind of a mess for PUBLICATIO.f?) If he s ent it 
back I would probably change it here and there, and it nnJST OT 
EE CHANGED-- -etc . , etc . Do you wonde>r that I haven ' t rP.covP Y'P.d 
my equ:Il.ibrium yet? My head is sweeling by inches, r,17ht no w; and, 
after about one more sue letter as that, ! won ' t sneak to a~v~odv, 
at any tim e , about anything . 

He promised me ~a.st act ion; and cArte~nlv d ' d dPl ivA r 
the oods---fast and Pavorable . 



Thanks a lot for your letter ofthe 18th Feb . I am 
doubly glad now that I wrote two rough drafts , of I i ch "O' 
have th e first. Bot h because you think so much of ravin,q; it, 
and because I will not have any typed oraft to d is nose of . 

As for a criticism of the literary style of "~ri nlan ­
etary", of c ourse I would l i.ke to ·~ead anythin g t'hat vo11 have::, to 
say about 1 t . I cannot promis'3 to mend my ways , however; as a 
literary style is a neculiarly individual th'l .ng , you know , and I 
co u l d not very well change mine , even 4 f I wanted to . 

And s 9ea~ing of style , after I sent you t~at book I 
rememberdd t hat I did some commenting, p~actising , an so on , in 
the back pages of it, t hat I forgot completely to teir out . Pot 
t hat I am particularly ashamed of them; but they are nothin~ for 
general consumption. For your own ey es I don ' t care, but I hone 
that you will kElep U ·ose pages from the public gaze . I don 't 
remember exac .tly what the notes were ; exceot that the,1 had to do 
with the florid tty and redundancy of my literary style , and vari ons 
attempts to develop a punch monosyllabically i nstead of with mv 
customary polysyllabic profundity . 

I f this lett er seems unduly hyster ical , I trust that vou 
will ascribe same to i_ ts true cause and not to i ne brif:ity . 

Very cordially yours , 

~ 
, 
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