EDwARD E. SMITH, PH.D.
33 RIPPON AVENUE
HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN

January 8, 1935,
Dear Dick:—

Your fine letter of the 2nd was greatly appreciated. I was
particularly glad to get your thought on my writings; for it checks
my own sentiment exactly. I have been struggling with this Patrol
thing for qiite a while, and I can't get to first base. It's all
either repetition or hack—work——and I don't think that I have to
tell you that if I can't write something new and original, I won't
write at all. And, between you and me, that is probably what it
will be, for a year or so, anyway. For, so far, I haven't been
able to figure out a new basic idea that promises to be worth
writing about; and, until I do, I probably won't write. As you
say, I don't have to write for a living (Thank Heaven!}).

I could write an extension of Spacehounds——but, even
S0, I would have to have a reglly good idea to work on. And, in
spite of your plaudits of that story, it was not particularly well
received. So many of the readers, while they think they like
scientific fictiom and like to do a lot of talking about it, do
not want really scientifiec fiction at all, but pseudo—science of
the pseudoiest kind. I can write that, too (wigness Triplanetary)
but even in that I like to have an idea. In Triplanetary I had
inertiglessness——an entirely new conception, so far as I know-—-
but right now, I haven't got anything. Tn Taet, last Sunday I
threw a mess of junk into the fdrnace and swore I wouldn't 1ift
a pencil until I got an ideag——which may account in part for my
sounding low in my mind}

You're sbout half right, I think, in your eritieism of
present stf. Amazing and Wonder are lousy——I would cancel my
subseriptions if it wasn't for sentimental reasons and the sake
of my complete fileg. Astounding is far and away the beat——but,
as you say, even they are getting inteza-lot of hack—work. Also,
Campbellts latest reads as though he wrote it in thirty days—
and he is doing too damuch copying.

Getting disgusted with ny attempts to write another
story, I went back to experimenting a while ago, and have been
having a lot of fun. One of my experiments wound up as a tem—
perature controller which may fill a real place in the world. As
you may already know, the best present types of controllers on
water—baths, etc., break several milligmperes at the contact
points, resulting in corrosion of points, fouling of mercury sur-
tace, ete., Also, they usually have intermediate relays which,
operating on AC, are prone to chatter terrifically. Well, not to
waste space in explanations, this thing of mine breaks only THREE
MICROAMPERES at the contact points, and, without relays, operates
a magnetic switch capable of brezking SIXTY AMPERES AC at 125 volts,
I have had it on a water—bath for three weeks now, with no corrosion
whatever——in fact, the spark is invisible.,even in the dark; and it
is holding the bath to within 0.05°C total variation, as against
the 0.2°C total that was the best I could get with the so—called

"super—sensifiive relay" furnished with the bath.



In fact, I was so impressed with the performance of
the experimental model that I am taking it up with the Raytheon
people to see whéther or not it would be fegsible to patent it

and manufagcture it in commercial gquantities.

What do you mean by asking me whether I am still stick—
ing to interplanetary yarns? What else would Doc Smith write
about? Or, having written something else, who would read it?

You ought to know that if I were to try something—anything—-
else, all three of my fans woukd yell bloody murder.

As to the last page of your letters; you already know
that if ithere is anything in the world that I do really believe
in, it is love. And, having been married to Jean for almost
twenty years with no trouble in sight yet, I believe that you will
admit that my ideags are based upon something more than academic
theory. In that connection, the best possible advice I can give
you is so old th&t it is trite——"Be sgure you're right, then go
ahegd®. But both the man and the woman have to be square shootems
to have it last——it's this underhanded deviltry that raises Cain
with most marriages.

As nearly as I can remember, I've covered the points
brought up in your letter. If not, will pick them up next time.

Cordially yours,
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