
. Mr. Yerritt 
235 E . 45'th St . 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear lir . llerritt :- -

507 S. Da,ris 
Kirksville, Ho. 
Nov• 4 , Hl?i!'i 

The last tirre I heard from you was many (se,en) 
months e,go . I hope that wasn ' t the las_t time . It was thon 
that you autographed Iriy copy of the Ship of Ishtar . (Which 
autograpla is one of the most highly prized ones •I have . 
Even the color of the ink used vms ,.,..- cll~en t ) 

~fcr,t 1~ 

In the past I 'Ye received many favors from you, 
and now I'm presumptious enough to be asking ~Eur . It's 

~

.-- like thie : (Hereb y hangs a tale ? )- ---This summer I had the 
pleasure and the privilege of meeting and spending a few 
days with nDoc 11 Smith, of Skylark fame . In tho cource of ono 
of our confabulations he said , 1•1 ' ve got a copy of "Seven 
Footprints to Satan' which I e specially prize b e cause it 

~ has Merritt ' s pers onal autograph to me in it . 11 And he show~d · 
< it to ~a . Doc has t1. high feeling of value for that inscr.i.pt.iin 
.:S which is auvnented by the fact that , ao you probably kno~ , 

he thinks you stand head and shoulders aboYe every other wodern 
' ( wri tor o:f fiction of' the type which we f'an t a stic :fi ct ion ~ •~ ~ 

nu ts.Jr,; Q...~~ "Boy ~ how :r do loYe the way :r e hand~~r _ J p \ ,, 
r s it uations e,1.cl ovo nt :J? f.n ci. t 11.o ,,-a~• :i:-w rrri t0r. ·i r: ~ -

ln auty a :1-1 jo y. II 8 .y0 h..J. D 'Jc ' v1,.3 n0 ~ r '~ ~o'. ,., L ~ ' .,' ~-u11 'i i :J 1, ·0 n:" '-~~, " ' ne'ff copsr ,e_ine purchased it in my r,o 
~ 'Te been haTing an idea that if' I ' d send 

lt t o him , with your personal aut b v:-aph to him in it , he'd 
~ appreciate it p.Lenty much . Don ' t you -bhink 1',hat would make 

a nice uhristmao 1,resent to that .uerrit'b fan up in tlillsdale , 
,:; Michigan? n ow about itY Will you collaborate with me and 
~ fix up a suprise :for n im? If jou will , I ' ll send you the 

boox to autograph , includ i ng return postage , then you~ · x i~ 
up · send it back to ma , and I 'll send it to Doc . ~lll you 

join me in making a joint Christmas present to hat 
grand V-lY.-0 ~.-. S"""~,\\. < . 

I think Dr . Smith ' s stories are just about the 
nth degree of perfeot1on in that particular line of compostion; 
but his bighearted , idealistic , u j 01.ly good fe.Llow ' sl> character 
is by :far the strongest cause of my admiration ~him . 
dith all his e:rninence in brains and skill he was human being 
enough to inii to Ee to visit hi1'1 this su.mmer and to snow me 
the most high l y delightful time I ever ,had in all my lif'e . 
To mow him is a wonderful experience . One of my hi~hest 
ideals is to achievwomething of' hi.s intel I B<?_:1tual and social C r ... C 

characteristios and almost r erfeot balance of"'f)irsonality ~ ~Vu~ 
and character . ~~~ 

How about that sequel to ~The Dragon Glass"? And 
by the way were yo able to get the copy of the ori~inal 
story which you s U d you might be able to obtain for me? 

I ' m still your same yon thful adr.iieer that I waa last 
time you heard from me and have always ' been since I read 
l :Oitd1hlD.e first time "The Snake Uotharo1 . 1 owever , T am, hope 



gradually aqquiring a slitsht amount of' knowledge (I was 
recently asked to teach my calculus class mien tne instr1Jctor 
was absent} and perhaps a little bit ~~n~e . And mi 
appreciation of your pa~t kindnesses inoreaseq ~ve~ y time 
I look over the autograph in my ••:uoon Pool'' and 1'The Ship 
of Ishtar" and the copy of "Dwel lers in \he ~KX ljirage " ('\ 

~ whioh j$fl= =®fo;dl& J e.. (.~-.!. -. .. cL '4~--.. .. "'- , . \ ~~~1-.,Jt 

Woulq you please write yes or no in regl:!,rd to this 
scheme of mino about us fixing up a Christmas pr~sent for 
the g;ood ~ d drop it in tne nearest mail box .L I'll 
act a~:wordingly . <::f-..-'b \C..' "\ . , • . \ 

y ~ w l..--. "L t,. cQA,uQ.. , \ -:r... \ 
~ ! 4 c-(..C,,D ' ~ ~ 
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