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.,,.-!1.'his month., I begin a new system of 
story ratings. In stead of my usual long
winded discussion of' each story in point, 
I shall make a short s·::atement about each 
story and give it W/ special rating. Now, 
the ratings will go like th~s 

A equals - Excellent 
B equals - Vary good 
C equals - Good 
D equals - Fair 
E equals - Poor (which of course 

is the lowest anyene could decently rate 
a story without ~oi.ng into a f'it or indi
vidual phychosis) Of course it may be 
JGhat yeu prefer my 11long -rrinded discuss
i(lns i ; . If that be so you : ave only to 
17ri:te and tell me and I shall return to 
that s: .. stem. :EoYrever, until that time, 
t he present system, inaugurated v.t this 
t"ime, will remain. --, .. ,· .. 

i.To-r:1 in the follo ~·;ing lists, you -rrill 
find not only science f'iction magazines, 
but e.lso science fiction fan magazines. I 
do not review magazines such as Operative 
;Jc . ( 5) , Terra n ce x.. orLeai-; ' · .ar Bir ds 
and the various horror magazines because 
I d~ not considered them soienoe fiction, 
2lthough I do read Terrance's adventures 
each month religiously. Ls far as soienoe• 
fiction goes, only three magazines p t:blish 
it and the; / are .Astounding Stories 1 ..:':.maz
ing St ories and 1:onder Stories. And no-;-r 
f or those ratings : -

to impress the reader with ironio ser
iousness throught his stories which is 
delightful in its compelling _..toroe. Of 
c•urse, his stories are as alike in plot 
as tv,o SFL chapters, and just about as 
enthusiastio. His satire is brilliant 
and penetrating but he shpuld vary his 
theme onoe in a while. Rating D 
uThe Lotus Eaters II b:.r Stanley G. . .ein
baum. I am surprized at the peornes s of 
this story by the well-knoi:m author of 
the 1'Tweel u stories. It is positively 
weird and the writing style is what y ou 
could glean from any average STF story. 
I ,nrri sorry to say that -·:einbaum has def
initely lost that deli ghtfully ironio 
h 1 . h l . . t d . h. ;im. . 1 11 umour w:uc :ie 1n3ec e in is iifee 

tales. iiating: - D 
uPro-r:lar of the ~-!astelands u by Harl Vin
cent. ifow here is a li t tle gem of a stor y 
the like- of Vlhich a :J···,ears only once a J,ear 
or thereabouts. Vincent manages to im~ 

. press you with a sense of utter familiar
ity with the scene of his tale before 
l&~nchin g into its essentials details. 
The science of t he story is defi nitely 
psychological. 'fhe plo t isen ti rcly nEJW 
as far as science fiction plots go and 
he has departed radically from the usual 
conventional endings in this story. I 
enjoyed it i m;:,ensely. l~ating : ·· B 
''The Mightiest Eachinei 1 by Jo hn n. Camp
bell. I can hardly se e fi t menti oning 
this st ory as I really con sidA:r :i.t be•· 
neath any self-respecting ST? fan's no
tioe. As the STF editor of t ~e Brooklvn 

i~TOU1'IDING STo:;;-rns Tleporter naively put s it., j
1·t he sa me old 

ti The Einstein Express n by J. Georgo Fred- tuff a• Uo matter has much he tries 1 
erlck. This first episode has the strange ampbell never seems to ba · able to go 
~ualit y of hclding one in suspense - - · · Smith one better. 7he story 1.s too utt-
a quality too uncommon in science fiction erly fantastie~ even for science fiction. 
t oday. I liked its human appeal, too. Rating : - D · 
l~ating : - B 11The Life Current" by Donald T:andrei, 
,!The Blue Earthman" by F. B. Long., Jr. impresses me as one _of those tales which 
Continuin g his series of scientific ad- ~ the author sometimes considers his best. 
vent ures or men far advenoed in the earth' a Like Vincent's ,iPro ~:ler i·, this tale has 
old age, Long presents here one of those somer;hat of a ne1·1 idea, though only in 
stories ~:.:ith the human interest ending. plet. i.:andreis tiresome style continues 
1'he onl:.- fault I can find with it -outside throughout. Ohe~ of those tragiyarns. 
of its threadbare plot is its - vagueness. "The 32nd of May'' by Paul ErnBt. This 
1 b.en I read a storJ I like to J:..non all story as far as I am concerned might ne-
about it. Long leaves much to the imagin- ver has been T-.rri·'.~ten. lt reminds me some-
ation and subse~uently, the fu:rstration of uhat of c. A. Smith's earlier ef f orts in 
{;he reader. I~ating : - C ·:·,-onder Stories in whieh the perpetual 
i'Tripie Geared II by Stanton A. Coblentz. sensation was afloat ing on a cloud a. On-
1.:rerely a i10ther of his satiric series on ly Smith managed to inject something ar 
our present day civilization. :.:~e manages interest in his sto~ies. :~:i. .. nst simply 


