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Idaho Wildlife Federation 'Like Spoiled Child'

EDITOR'S NOTE: Joha Corlett, well

known Idaho pelitical writer, prassnts |
views in the riic

. Ayl B son B ol g
Cortedt B his own eph!o:i and
not of the Tribune,

| . By JOHN. ETT
BOISE -~ The idaho Wildule
Federalion now stands uncom-

{ sromisx_psly oppased lo dams and
redges

The federation at its annual
meeting Saturday and Sunday
formally adopted such an afti
tude, even though some ol the

older heads heid to an opinion |

the action might lead to defeat-
ing the purposes of fhe organiza-
‘tion

It was quite plain that when
the convention voted against the
proposed Bruces Eddy and Penny
Cliffs dams on the Clearwater
and Mountain Sheep on the
Snake, it was. voting agairst ail
dams,

All the arguments leading fto;

the adopfion of the resolution
were against all dams.

8 Jacobs Disregarded

¢ Only one man spoke up 1o urge
A softer course and he was
regarded. Dr. W. R. Jacobe of

‘Lewistun asked the group not te
Loppors dams bu! only the dama
fwhicn wouid accrue o wildlile

A4 resources in construction of such

dams. .

The word nent around the con.

i venuion hall that the real reason
,the. uncompramising action was
| taken ~was Becayse federation
| spokesmen were nat given a prop-
jer hearing at the Orofina meet-
i Ing calied by the Army Engineers
ito consider middle Snake dam
| sites.
It Is quite true that the several
i federation delégales who eame to
ithe Orofino hearing to _speak in
|appositinn to the Clearwater
dams could have been dealt with
tin a betler fashion. Still they
were given the oppartunity 1o en-
ter thelr npposition.

The net result, however, s
that they Jortitied their opposi-
tion 1o the dams with what they
caded the undemacratie” hesr
ing at Giofine and thereby won
converts 1o thelr cause.

As far as the dams were con.
cerned, only one side was pre-
(sented at the iederation conven-
tion., While it may have been

the oy side the sportsmen want-
ed 10 heal, yet az a siatewide or-
ganization the federation could
'have shown itself to have been
interested as mucli in the welfare
of the staie as of the sportsmen.

President Theo H. Wegener
was right when he told the con.
vention in preliminary remarks
the state is made up of a multi-
Itude of segments and that none
j can live separately, |

The several industries have a
greater stake in Ic;aho than the
sportsmen. Were it not for in-|
dustry, inctuding agriculture,
there would be no sportsmen.

It has been demonstrated In!
Southern Tdaho that dams and
fishing go together quite wall, :

The federation must realize
that, barring cheap application of |
atomie ehergy for generation of |
etlectricity, tudt dams are here to !
san

_The Clearwater dams were pro-
posed for flood cédntrol as a pri.
mary purpose and the record
shows there is no questioning of
thal need,

The federation would have tak-
en an added stature had it agreed
tg the suggection of Dr. Jacobs
that it urge continued study and
continued expioration into the
_Fi)rr-blem of fitting dame and the
ish problem together.

f Slap In the Face

As for ihe proposal to Inftlate
2 suingent dredge-contral bill,
the federation deliberately slap
ped a portion of the mining in-
dustry in the face,

The Simpliot Company present.
ed a colomed movie to ghow thar
it was expending money ahd re-
search in its effort 1o clear the
waters of . the Payetre River,
| “muddied” from monazite dredg-
ing near Cascade,

Here was an industry which
showed it was seeking, without a
mandate of law, o reclaim
dredged Tand as much as possible
and to clarify the waters in which
ihe dredges worked,

The all.ornothineg attitude of
the ldaho Wiidlife Federation can
lead only ‘o bifier squabbles that
mayv da it more harm.than good.

The federation Is hike a spolled
child who has vel to learn to
:sw wiln the peopie surrounding
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