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Dworshak Dam will burrow into the rock. They are

looking upstream toward the huge reservoir area

behind the dam. The top of the eastern end of the
dam will be located across the canyon.
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its The Big Boon.

Owsley said the usual pattern Yor com- | The project is expected fo involve 1,965
munities near major projeets is that they | workers and their families by next year,
experience a decline after constructiom is 3,920 in 1967, 5470 at the peak in 1968,
completed, but rarely does the population 4,500 in 1969, 3,050 in 1970 and 1,450 in the
drop to the level it held before construc- final year of 1971.

tion began. That produces a dual problem for Oro-

Robert D. Owsley, project engineer for the Arm: |
Corps of Engineers, left, and l'tél’agmrjf,r B. Curtis o’;‘
Orofino_stand above the North Fork of the Clear-
water River near the spot where the western end of

Orofino Awa

OROFINO — It was gold that
brought hordes of men to Clear-|
water County 100 years ago, produc- |
ing a boom that spawned a flock of

:-broﬁm Mayor ;A. B. Curtis, left, and Robert D.
;Owsyw, project engineer for the Army Corps of
—Engineers, inspect the beginnings of the 1,700 - foot feet wide and is being firs
“'diversion tunnel that will carry the North Fork of e
Orofino schools would be pressed for
space this year even without a massive
construction project. Most of the increase
has yet to be felt. Cassetio estimates that
only about 50 of the 2,015 students enroll-
ed in the school system are connected with |
the construction of the dam. He has po
doubt, however, that there will be consid- |

the major phase of construction, aad that
should mark the begioning of the heavy
increase in construction workers, Corps of
Engineers personnel and their families
They will leave when the work iz ever,
just as the gold miners of the 18603 lelt
the area wi 2 few years. But those
early miners were replaced several times

villages and the present city of Lew-
iston. ‘

But it is concrete—6-million cubic yards
of it — that will feed the mew boom of
the 1980s, sweiling the population of west- |
ern Clearwater County and spilling over
into Lewiston, =

e s |
s 0 e largest project in
Idaho history—the $210-million I;ijorshzk'
Dam at Ahsahka, four miles west of Oro- |
fino. At the peak of construction, thres
years from now, it will employ 1,930 men,
The fan _
ed 'al‘if‘ a%mﬂma%l,&ﬂ‘to that, for |
2 10 5,470 new residents of the area.
2““,.«; other j?:: % created h‘j_

. res, motels, e ata b
and other businesses that will ““ml
the population yrows: . '

Aitempts are under way io find new in- |
dustry, and the dam and connecled proj- |
ects always will involve some employ- |
ment, but the one big ses up the sleeve
of those {rying o keep the . m

~ boaters

“Orofino will never see 3,000 again,” he
said. The 1960 census of the city showed |
2,471 residents, Curtis estimates approxi-
mately 4,000 living within the city limits
today, and 6,500 in Orofino and the sur-
rounding  unincorporated - residential
areas, Since the city’s share of state
funds depends on its population, a special
census is tentatively planned for Septem-
ber of next year, and there may be more

annexation.
said preparations are being made
: en, the

Curtis
ed to come into the area in gl f

of the workmen are expect-

seene now Most have settled at
tow, some workers have
fanid »3 t Lewlston and are com-
muthng |14 '

fino Mayor A, B. Curtis and other civie ‘
leaders. They must be prepared to serve
the temporary residents during the con-

struction period, and, more difficull, pre- .

pare for and try to prevent an ecozomic
let - down when they leave.

Curtis and Owsley think the decline can
be significantly minimized. !
19 Recreation Areas _

He ‘points out that the reservoir behind
the dam will have 19 recreation areas,

including boat docks, picnic areas, camp- |
ing sites, trails and related outdoor facili-

ties.

Curtis has been in contact with Louise
Shadduck, director of the State Depart-
ment of Commerce & Developmenat, for
help in locating permanent industries for
the region. He said the corps is cooperat-
ing in that attempt,

Orofino School Supt. Michael Casselto
is another community leader who is in- |
terested in the developing population and |
the possibility of a decline after tje con-
struction ‘workers leave. T

erably more than that before the
is completed.

project |
But Cassetto does mtexpectmlgi-‘

lems from the rapidly growing population |’ the 50,000 ists 3

that can’t be handled.
“We'll just play it by ear,” he said.
Work on the dam is progressing approx-

over by the ranchers and the lumbermsn
that were to follow. This time it will e

Army Corps estimates will

imately on schedule. The major project | .

now is the diversion tunnel to earry the
North Fork of the Clearwater River around

the damsite during construction. The :

1700 - foot tunnel has been drilled ap-
proximately 135 feet into the southern side |
of the canyon. It is 40 feet in diameter.
and is being drilled with the =id of a
“Jumbo,” a large, mobile frame, using
entire

the .

30 drills at obce fo cover
of the end of the tunnel. When
ing is. completed, explosives are
the Jumbo is backed away, and
section of tunnel is blasted out. The
is expected to be completed by

"
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started in January. * i
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