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A Full Day’s Work For The Engmeers Y0

The Army Corps of Efginecrs and the Bu~
reau of Reclamation appsarentiy will have a full.

day’s work at a public hearing on regionsl river "

development at Orefino next Friday if the:f are
to satisfy everybody with an axe (o hone,
Early reports indicated that this hearing
would conceniraie - upon plans for 8 series of
dams on the ClearWater River and that there
would be “unity. coherence and emphas’s” be-
hind these “pon-controversial” proposais. Then
the various groups throughaut Jdako whose
squabbling has postpuned river development. in
this region for decades began passing resojutions
gnd insfructing delegations. The Burealy of Rec-
lamation, which has been studying Middie Snake

River damsites under an agreemeni with the

Corps of En r&, is expected to explain its
studies in thal area. The “non-controversial”
Clearwater and the highly controversial Snake
‘apparently are to be embrotled tog'q;her in @
many -sided argutnent,

To satisfy every group ihxch had valuntetrul

& positive opinion so.far, for example, the fed-

eral ‘agencies apparently would have to. ‘draw up
& master plan which would:

.. 1. Provide for immediate: authorization and
fairly prompt construction  of ‘the proposed
Clearwater darps, as requested by chambers of
.commerce througholt the Lewiston area.

" 2. Delete these dams from the overall North-
west river development program, as sdme sports-
men's organizations apparentiy desire.

3. Provide proof positive enough te convince. -

Southern Idaho opponents of Hells Canyon dam

that Mounfain Sheep is a satisfaetory,: feasible

and free-American-enterprise~system substifute
for Hells Canyon.

- 4 Jgnore all dams on the f‘lnrwaler Middle
Snake, Lower Snake and Columbia rivers to
satisty irrigators in the Idahe Falls region who

eontend that the real need §s for tiny reservoirs.

to held batk flood (and irvigation) water on the
headwaters of small feeder streams.
5. Pravide for the construction of Nez Perge

dam on the Snake River af proposed by the

Grangeville Chamber of Commerce.
. 8. Provide for ‘he indefinite by-passing of
the Nez Perce dam as demanded by Pagific
Coast fishing interests and previously agreed to
by the Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Recla-
mation.
1. Work all these and other elements of this
study in contradicﬁoﬂs inte an overall plan
which would .be “supplemental” to thay cov-
ered in the 308 Report, even if it should be
Racessary in some particulars to repudiate dis
rectly or by implication parts.of the 308 Report.
The assignment would be s big one under
any conditions..It becomes & major u;:gnment
fideed when the engineering studies of the

Clearwater and' Middle Snake have not been

eompleted with-the hearing only five days away.
As the Walls Walla district engineer of the

-Gagpsot Engineers explained in a letfer to the”
Tribune Friday, the Corps “wil! be pleased. ;o.
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pravide vou with date ocm.cdrnm {(these p
&Cts) ®B soom as onr - and
minatioris have reached the statusy’
~J0will not be possible, the Corps advised, to
_releasa for publication me Friday ﬁm

‘have found feasible and practical,

‘dams in the everall river

{0 Helle Canyon are the dams proposed by the,

age and inunddtion probléms. for’ nxamplﬁ
each of the dams proposed. “Our conclusions inf
this respect are fer from final,” th. Cﬁorpa re-
ported.

The Bureau of Retlamation, munwhile. wu

stifl’ drilling test holes at the Mountain® Sheep’
site. Test tarnels probahly will be finished by
the end of this week, a contractor's spokesman
sald Friday. Core samples will remain to be ana- ]
lyzed aftcr that. :

Some of the forecasters geemed 16 be congid-
erably ahead of the engineers. Far example, |
John Corlett, Boise political writef, ventures the'
opinion it the Tribune today that “the Bureau
will find Mountain Sheep with an eight-mile
diversion tunnel from the Sllmolf fu-;lhle and
practjecal.” B

“That seems teo be a fairly sale fun-cast 'I'he‘
physieal charagteristics of the Mountain 8! eﬁn
site are roughly similar to-those of the Hells
Canyon site which beth the Bureau and Ccrpl
Mcumdn,.
Sheép hks been considered previously on & pre-:
limimary basis @s a possible aMternative site for
Nez Perce dam by the Burea and Corps. (It
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on lmlhf power production. cost, wn{nr :tor-i

~has not Been considered as an alternative mf"{

Hells Canyon, and neither ha,n‘she proposed |
Clearwater dams)' g '

Corlett also "vm%.aru ‘that those attending
the Orofing meeting’ will learn that the dams!
proposed by the Army Engineers would provide
more storage and more. powtr at Im cost ﬂill‘lq
the high Hells Canyon dam.” -
= «That would seem to be jumping the gun.
just a trifle. what with the Federal Power Com-
mission still debating how much power Heils
Canvon would produce and how much it ‘would |
cost and the Cofps of Engineers disclosing just '
a week before the hearing that “as we have
not yet established a definite plan of {mprove-
ment {on the Clearwater and Migdle Snake),
we, of course, have not presented “such a plau)
to any individugls 'or organizations.”

Even if the Corps of Engineérs should com-
plete its computditions in time to prove or gis~:-
prove this predielion .at the hearing, however,;
the public would do. well to remember. that|
thete ate two genersl types of “alternate gites”
for dams—the engtneeﬂng type and the pohtu.al
type. 2
The Clearwater dams and’ Mounuln m
have been 8 sied individually and collective- |
ly as sound’ alternatives to Hells Canyon dam | :
by certain political tigures. The Cleprwnterdm
have been muwm : .

development plam by
goyernment l!m ntain Sheep has been
‘mentioned ag g ‘possible ﬂttrntﬁw to Nez Perce
by government engineers. The real altermative
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