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Politically Speaking

available for downsiream opera-
tions, :

The Army Engineers have
mapped out an additional 6,000.
000 acre fect of storage on the

By John Corlett

A FAIRLY complete disciosure|of the Clearwater was consider-

of the report the Army Engl-| ed the best site.
neers and Bureau of Reclamation| Under the congressional order.
}wﬂl make on __Ithe engineers were acked to
ithefr investiga. §| come up with the most economi
tions of dam cal dams 'mtnwugdﬂ“ a
sites on the o e and power.
dle. the Clearwater is yet
and its tributar- thout 4 dam, and the Army
fer will be pre- Engineers favor e as far
sented at a pub- & pstream as possible, it can be
lie in ‘they will come up with
Orofino next ; ohe dam on the North
¥Friday, The . Fork and one on the Middle

meeting was $

called by the onflh:un pose two
Army Engineers they should be able to get
to obtain regctions least 4,000,000 acre feet of
mufu g ﬂc‘::nrq.;g tuul w:rbout 500,000 kilo-

age of what the new Investiga- ro %
tions, begun last August, brought ; report listed the 1948
forth, % cost of Kooskid, Bruces Eddy
‘d'ﬁheh. Bmmotmm:uon and Elkberry at about $450,000

irs :
neers to explain technically what| Since there gre innumerable
in Sheep 2 of dams on any

m frem watershed, it would be
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for two dams of 4,000,000 acre
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Snake above Weiser, but not

The plain fact is that the total

miles of the Clearwater drain-
age is close to that of the run

- off from the T1,000 square miles

of Idaho land of the Snake river
basin above Weiser,

‘While the Clearwater s run.
ning wild, the Snake at the pres-
ent time has more than 7,000,000
acre feet of storage, with more
abuilding at Palizades and Lucky
Peak.

While the water of the Snake
river abuve Helis Canyon has
been put to muitiple use for Irri-

ation, flood contru] and power,
water of the Clearwater is

‘inot even used for flood control
and navigetion and very little

for power.

The Army have

Engineers

“Isurvey work on 18 dam sites on

the Clearwater river. Not all of
them can be bullt, of course.
Many ef themi serve only as al
ternates to other sites.
- It would appear that the peo-
g’n‘! north centra! Idaho have
their backyard the answer to
all their problems, They have

, flood control and navigs.
ﬂpl

will find out almost to
a certainty that the water of the

Clearwater can develop a huge
block of er and provide the
wherewithal to take away some
objections previously met to
bring about construction of the
four lower Snake river dams,

el .- & »

nake Rated Nation's
Controlled River

column has mentioned be-

fora that the Army Engi-

in ;&nﬁn of reports dat:
bacik ars have surveyed

h dam sités to provide

' s than there was run-
oamm.nm. .

" It 18 _ridiculous, of course, to

gineers would not make such a
proposal, but they survey sites
so that alternate developments
can take place If for some rea-

son e P Is can-
net brought abon '

For : e, on the north
fork of the Clearwater river, a
dtndat Whltam!’int is considered
an aiternate to Elkberry.

But the fact remains that suf-
ficient proposals for storage res-
ervoirs on Snake and ils

have been made to preclude ef-
mt operation of a high dam

These upstream reservoirs

. | would pravide flood control, pow-
frrigation, and in the win- ——

’gr%muh flow would bo'

runoff from the 9800 square)

w:- fo operate dams for|

Canyon already ::'_r_,'ands wut a3 ible and

all of it could he put inta opera-
tion,

| Feasible projects, however, in-
lelude Garden \'Jley on the mid-
ydle fork of the Pavette, smaller
{dams on the Blg Wood, Lime|
Wood, Bruneau, Weiser, Owyhee, |
the main Payette, and the Snake |
itself.

It is possible fo construect a
dam across Payette near
Meontour to store 1,200,000 acre'
feet of water. This water could
be diverted to the Boise river
cheaper than the diversion
pianned by the Bureau of Recla.
mation from the en Valley
reservoir site. The Garden Val-
ley site would store 1,200,000
acre feet, and the Montour site
could store the same amout or

more.

In 1952, the Owyhee river
went on & rampage and a dam
at Dupcan Ferry would add up
to a million aere feet of storage
capacity.

! In its 308 report, the engineers
1suggested the Givens Springs
site near Marsing as a possible
storage and power reservoir. Re-
turn flow from the irrigated
areas upstream could be stored
in this reservoir to supply water
for hrrigation in the Mountain _
Home and Bruneau areas. Sur-

plus waters could be released

during the winter months.

In addition there are many; =
storage sites at the very head'|
waters of the Snake, with most|probably the best controlled riv-
of them storing for irrigation | er in the natiéh and the falf con
and flood control. Power would!irol is net yef, in sight.
be developed at the larger ones.!| All of tha reservolr possiblli-

The Snake river ahove Hells!ties listed abawe are entirely feas-
ely cheap.
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