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lntrod.u.ction. 

Altho~gh oountleas books and essays have been wri~ten abou~ 

Pliny, yet so far as we kno·N.,no a'tte•r:pt. has been made to g i v e 

a complete list of hia friend ; . 1:fany of these :friends are too 

unimportant to secure a place for ~hemselves 1n suer books as 

those mentioned abov~; many of ~h~m are almo a t too well-known 

t..o need an~ careful description, it is t.rue, but y"et we nre of 

the opinion that it might be of interest to give aa compleve a 

descrip tion of the~ a s possible. 

For the most part, tl-Je material wvill be taken fro,, tl:e 

FpSstulae themselves , except 'Jhen reference to other aut.r•ori t.ie!3 

~ill be ne~cssary to clear up some doubtful question of .denti y. 

It is ~"'Ot planned in 't.his p ... per ... o lwell on .. 1·e t.hinP"a 

already no~.m t.O th"' re 1der, but to use them only when tl,ey will 

be of asaiatance 1.n J)Ort.raying t.Y.e~r relations to Pllny. 

It has been tl1ought best to divid e the friends into v url.oUfl 

~roups, in accoriance ?.itr the different phases of Pliny's lif~ . 

Thus, his i~ediatc family and their friends ~ould form one 

g roup, troae wl,om he mot dr.!ily i n the lal•-courts o.not 1er., ~, ·, or:~e 

who -,..ere engaged in ot"'er profe-ai ons, and t h en ' is 11 tera ry 

friendn form still o~her pro~pa. 

tZ0617 



Chapter l. 

OO!KRSliO 'l'!F:S . 

Pliny wau essentially a fa~ily man ; and for thia reaEon it 

is fi ttinll that we srolo4ld tnk~ our fl rs t. view of r,.. "- 'I in irrtirr:n.te 

<ls.ti l.Y ll.fe, nnd that we a~o~Ald firs·~. consict-er ria do·~eatie rela 

a t..iona . 

0~ his f~t~cr we ~~ow very little , and t~ at alMont en~irety 

J-OiA~'lg, r:;o tl~r·~ lt is not s<Ar.p ri1!ir'l~ that '~->e doen not. f1l~n lO"l 1·.1~ 

f'o.t'rer . l t. neema at.ra.ngc, tr.ou.~ , tha.~ in len. tcru .:t.nttnded for 

prov.;n by thi ~ remark adl'inros~:i to 't'llny a.'1u his co ""pru-lion b./ l~ 

by .. llr..n.nder-: "~'i fra.tar tu.aa, t ... .J.n avu.nculus viv:!t, VLo.lt esse voa 

. ., .,l''los . " ( , .. 1 •· ?Q} ',. .. t.er thi A ( ''t!lA 1· \ '-
,... " - .n.L • a v.at.e 1"' • ; . J we nave no f~.ot r t,.,cr .. n .. 

~ormation nbout her . 

Pliny the ltlde r .in the <'Zost 1 rr:po r i.e.n:. r."lcmlHH' of llll.ny, e 

t"arr:1ly • J>l.; '1) fe:l t la. deep f.tn.l en(tl.4r .1.11g affent ... o:l fo r h ... ~:t un<~lc, 

and cn.ieavor !..d it1 r"a,l")y Nr-a:yo to retu.rr 1 n oor.1e a·t;aJ.l (Je~.,rf:e the 

many J~:J.ndneo~oo tJhicr tlJe elder roe.n h:::t:l hoato ;Jed u.pon h1m . 
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The t.ermo or r espect.t'ul, even r everent admiration in Nhich be 

speaks of hi fat~ers • brother almo, t verge into despair of ever 

attaining Vw.t tJ.relose industry nnd muchine-like rc ulu.r i ty of 

life . 'this is shown by hi!! contemptuoua refcrcn0c to tl'e fac~t 

t~o.t. people <!alled him industrious. In compo.rleon with such a 

man na hlo uncle , Pliny aeornfully ~me aka of himself c s "d.P.aid-o­

aisalmus" (II1 : 5) . 

Pliny admired , respected , nnd almoRt -wor~ lipped the eldt.r 

Plimy fi rat booll.u.ae of his k1ndneas it1 adopting h~t.,, t.hcn beca~.~.co 

of ''1a :mc.gnc":i~ personn.llty and splendid 1ntelloct of t.ht; elder 

mtm, and l~·13tly , becnu.ae of the o.ma::ing incentive ~.·h:. coaseleon 

activity of }1is u.."lcle as to th6 young ·nan ju~n. cO!!:!IH:.nc.n:e '~-•is 

lcRal cr~.rocr . 

In pi te of the co loving refcrencen l..O hie ~..o.twle , we nro r.ur-

meanuro shocked at the calm, cueual mnnnfr in 

«hi~h the nophe•: r el1 tc·· th~ etory of tl c ec.tnatropr.c in ,\t'.i.~l~ 

the eldtJr Pliny ·c.a killt:.d . Uot a regr el., not. o. single <tord t.s­

capes hi~ in refcr cnca to th.o grief -Nhi<'h he ond hls motrf.r must. 

hnve felt l.lpon that occasion. l,llny apeo.k2 in a p;ener· l wuy of 

t~egood quallties h1a unr.le posaeeed, but with m~c~ le s .nrm~h 

or fe~l1ng than he laments for n mere friend. 

tions are poenible , - either .Pliny purpooe:ty aupprcnroed thet~e na·-::. ­

ural tokens and expr esc31ons of g r ief aa seemly in an F.i.ceot.tnt .. lc-

s~~n~ for a hiPtc J•. or oloe he reallY accepted h1a u c:e•n 

•Pliny flrote thia letter in a.na~er to a roq net fro ~ c .. t.~o 

who ish ad to uco 'ti in his r·istory o~ the FmperortJ . 



death in hin boas~ed p~ilo3ophicnl epirit . (! ; _f) A~ to ~hlch GX-

plan~tion is corro~~. we can but coniec~ure . Kno~ing Pliny n~ 

we do, it is 1mpoosiblc to imagine t~av e did no~ r el k enly 

the loss or aunh a dera.r friend ani protector ns his u.nclo. 

Denr eo~. of nll }'is friend~ or r(;lativoa ;vu.n C.11lpurn1a., "1is 

Geoond, or as some aay ia third t.tifc.• to hom ho rotc :.no.ny nf­

foctionate 1 ti..e;n;. 1ho1r lovo for onch ot.her wao bo\.\nc\loes. 

Pliny tclln ll.bOI..4t Calpucr11o. connealing herself bel- ind c.hc ~1.4r-

talnR , w vn o wan r;iving n recitation, and eo.tr~rly liA~un1n t.o 

the praiaeo besto~ed ~.tpor. him by hi" ~riondn and ncqu intttnN.s. 

(IV : I9} Pllny' a care nnd oli ~1 tudfl or h io invo.lid •. ire .ae 

onuine cmd sincer e , and rnny bo co·~ red i..o Robert Bro llling' f3 

c oncern nnd 1.endorncaa for hi a ~lel1cnte wifo. Pliny thout· t··u.:u .. · 

{V:tl : 5) puraa "'-.,s -~¥1:.'(• o..ny t£nxiety aboa~ ousel'old mo.tt.ero c-.uring 

rer ,o,jou.r n ~t ,._a aeo.~ide on accot..lnt o!' "'er healt1". o mon-

t1ono none bl4t ~ho mo~t c~eerful to~ics. Puohand nnd ~!fe wore 

both or p .MB , but eanh ~ad been fo r tutlate in ::.'i~din o.ffcct.io:ca ... e 

per sona rendy Qnd ca or ~o s tep into the poai~io or father and 

TY1spullo.. 

on exc£~llont te1·ma '·'l th '!" cr n" ~ce • a }'1.4Shand. 'I hie .ln "ir.:acy 1&.:-: 

or -c.l ~ r:1a t. ~ec, Tf opulla C"O"" cinued to rnn.J. n ... in a w· t.nhfu.l int rc "' 

!n a mtJaaure he E' <Appl.l.ed tl:a plnc ()f • £110 

the youtl1. n-~.tidlnp, and cncournr.;in him to muke n. :nn.."llc for irr.-
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self in l.'hc <VorlJ, ~...nt.il as f: hu.morously iZ llY (! V:: 9) , he r·ccl­

ly .Jocmetl ~o be nlmo ., an "rent. n mB.n as n ;. s wife t.h ou t. 1m t.o 

be. Tbio deep affection fo r ~uch r.rood no•nan, of f! O :!lany 

years g rofjt , as a constant ourc o: gr a.1:.ific• tion t.o Pl':! ~ • 

Hiopu.lla. 'NO.G hi a conflde"1\..1al ~riend and ndvisor , to ;vhon we <'0.:1 

-m gina Fl~ny turning in t~~c~ of trou.bl 

~ ~ sev,re illne3~ of i s ~lfe, ~e ~rl~e~ to rispulln, descr1h­

j ng t.he anxl.u ~Y .r.hi ·h he l o.G e!':dured , antl askin:T '1or ta s ·,tre 

hie joy in th~ convale en n f hio ~ife. 

As nll or ~ia relhtives Jied ~hile ~e ~uo ye~ ve ry youn~ ,* 

it. "*~Ul b\,4 ... n atvc.rn. l tl c, t. lje sl'Ol-41 .. u.rn .o nJ.s ••~ ·c•a ki!1 , "'d 

lJ.ve on tor•ne or Un i.A.SI.lUl inti ;n_cy it ... '-'<.:r'. Pnb t.u.~, t.r .... P'-'11 ' 

father woo un exet.~,;dlngly .... en io.l o l<.l ge'itlor1o.n , :-:~w"h . rl't~rL ot.o~ 

in "'19 :-and- C\ nor t or' 11 l'usb· nd . P liny rec p rocai..C 1 t'-'ip ~·eel-

1nr!: ... oet. h ea rtily. t:" a.lw •YS c•eloh r a. "ed t. ' C 11rt.' do.y o_· Fo.bo.­

t.ua ae carcf1.4lly ns hi a o,_n •, not. only bu(~ ~ .... aG of ' e plens ... re 

·hic'h he , 'hinael~,·der!ved fror:t it., but beca.A~t. oo mu. ·1 of his 

p rosper! ,.y OJHl" due -:.o J. .. e.b ~u.n. !n every way poas l b lc PlJ.ny 

r: trove to plense Fab l t1.4fL P.1~ anx .. oty obout tl e lea l th of the 

old man iF to ... ~hin~ . y,.,l en abatus announced hi~ inten"ti on of 

•'Pliny was but ei (".h teen years of f1 e u1 on U e death of hiR 

v.nclc . 

*The Rorr.nna paid : uch more o.t t.ention to t.he colebrt t.1or. of 

hirt'"'doy t han is cu11tomary wi t r u. • • 
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lenv.il"lO' fo r ·~edJ.olanl.lm !.o mae t '•i ro, Pliny ntternpttd to cti~sl.lad t-

him fro~ ~n.iectak:l.'l~ ~l-G f atirtu1 np; ,iou r ney T:i. ro T>'e.e o. ro ...,.qg 

rnnn, n.nd very conclder u te of nll wl~o c .10:1 -ed to Pl ... :·y, C" Q it 

G nol.. probt~blc hat he iliOuld !'!are to t'avc o n b "quf.m cpo pFJ.ron ­

tl s loco observo'' , ao ~l~ny scyf'\ , endure the rnr dsl· ~P"" and riak 

involved i.n the trip :o 'fediolunu.'!l. 

A 1.oman illl t h whom Pliny wan on i.ne beet of t.er"'~'=~ • a a 11om­

peia Celer1na, "' ig ~ ccond ,vife ' a mo t~er. She n.ppears to h£,ve 

been Neal thy , as in ( I : !V) , he c o""pliments r(..r upon tr.e <.: O"'f'ort.~' 

of her country "'o..o.ao:· t:~.t Or l nu.lv.Y·l , :Nnr ni ·· , re.r'"'v.lae, u a·'hl Pt: r~-

s!.a. Jn unot-... c r pl cc ( l:i! : I'J) , n \vritin,,. to ,., alv~slu.r.; Ru.f u.s 

a.bo •t t.ht. pu.r cl-1· se of a. large es t ate , t.'hc price of vricr. w~ .... c 

~"'- ree. r'li llio ns of svaterc:-cs , ' o :1ay!) t..hat l->(;) co eus.llJ ho rro.-. 

tl-·c llu.r chnse mon~.;y ,'r')•'l 1--:is rno t ,er- n- l o._. . ·nc al110 men ... icn~ un­

<H,...e r vi llu. f.l.t. Al!!l"m • wl,ich 1 R.d fo rmerly bulon•.,.ed ~o Vcr .l .i. ..... s 

Rt.f u n (V.i : lO}. 'thus we aeb t.l~rtPL.ny , cono..rary ... o 1.he ... ~.Aul 

t:lit..f, wi'ln e.n r ... dr'1i r able !•:m-in -1' .r., and renllJ.' r t,npec .• t..~i · ;..t; 

.o ;.he r- i n- lrtii . 

Cor ellitt , a dcnr f riend o-=. his •;1ot'hcr , .-.·us m""ch bert;~· .. -.cd 

"l:ly Plit~Y' .... ':f~el'! t.ion f<> r l,~· r nnd for 1·e.r -...u"''ht'n1 1 , ulnl.ltiu.n Fuc;-­

oua (VJ.:; II) . sv • #ir5l1cd t o b~y an ~.o:-; ta ~:.e , fivt--t. nt..l ~.r'ls or 

~r.i~h JJll!1y ha.d fallen l• <;;i r t.o, and he , t.o Rhow ~ls klndly &>cel-

1nsr ~o;;.ro.rd ~·e r, l e~ '-'o.va ''is t'l!l1art of the property a~.. "the r a t e 

of ?00 ,000 aest.erc~a for the; whole, i nntcad or 9Co .cco ·t.:s\,. re l 

ao was l.'he re· 1 vsl.J.e of t re place . Con~lL a O.Pl·n.c:Lo. ... c" ~:, ' i ~ 

for she irmi\lCC<.l _.'1o t .ellny ~oll tl;e cntni.e t c l·or h." ~'-1c.; t rue 
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e.Juo.uor., but t'·ir~ ·o c.ourtcov.sly .Jt.t firr .. ly ref"'t::ed (V-~ : ~ 1 ) . 

~.o can ::ot. ~o~ondt:,r U l .. ;. r.c wn.a ot cnor r.aouely ~eal ... hy) for ~. 1 il3 

15 bu.t O!lO irmtc.r .. (~o ~:~ 1·~ eneron1 ~,y ~..o hio fr en i~· . 

fll:nY ' R :~ ricndship &'or Vcrg..lr:i~.As Rufu•·, his r;~..t.u.rd un, , n 

loat.:l:i,~ and tie€:p-r>ou·i:.ed. . !n o.n t.:p1 s tlc t.o Ho·.,,~lluo (!:!:I) , ,~f~ 

eulogi~es h!s :ie1:d frie•ld. !Tis -Aordn''Ver ~init...m Cuf:l .. ~, Vcrrrin­

i-4'":1 vid~o 1 Vergin~ ·n 11.un vanio .. rna 1n1bun. rec t.:· t:bun -U."t.n 1 

a~.t.dio, dloq~Aor, c.(;neo, i fortaose n3 vc~ n.l .. 'l .... oe t 1 rtutihu. , 

paros et l n.ber-:."'s ttt , o.bebi1~uc , P'lo ri o. nemincm'' .... :r.mio t.ukehly G ·c •. 

t)i a detp ~rief at the lona of 1--tis fr.lend.. t.re a~ ... ircd nnd re-

t pt:: te I. 'iB LUlcl•.\ uch, h'"'t l-,o CCt;r:\Od to 1ovc Vt.rp;!.n.i<-lH r:"ort ... 1t: 

wan rf;)ad,Y' to dt;f~rHl 'l~ r r cn.J , cvt,n t-hou ·1 }·o 'l '11. offer d l n­

O\.her !n o ... ·tr: e0 . hllso U" Pli· y b~;;c:l!'lle cngo~~d H" u rat::·er 

l ia o. "i pli..uph . :PLtr.y c onten lr<. 1 nt. ' e o~~.att no·~, 1~~..... , .... ·o .c­

c:tnr d ( :· : ... ) ... '!-'ot. Front1n:1~ w'.ll.!ll more ' r ...... ec. on:~·y tc \Arc l c 

r6fu cd :.CJ nllow rtnJ rrtonu·--enl.. 'to h~ rrade for }·J.m . Vf#rrrir.iu o..-

nbly dcfono od oy Pl- ~:J. 

Ano~h~r inst.anct~ ot' P liny 1 ~~ ~ntolcrnncc of 11ny in,i .... !'tlcr: 

to a fr~cnd in l.J rdi ·na.''1\. remonstra!1't abuv.'t. t-he nt:,c:-lect. of 

Vor(l'i. ~ :..... ' f" r av Th s dt"-Y had bl:cn en ~ri.A.H ted t.o u c"'un 1.l·•o 1~ J. 

f.nilecl to f~.(l.flll the "O•n1 ~1cn. PL ", i. o. lc..,._t.,r ... . ll ... :lu 

(Vl:lO) • expresoea ~i 

mon~A·nen .a:.:; . :..111 in r.'l.n incor:rplc~.c co"idi't.::m . !r a ~e.s 111 tl·c. 

'"O CC produ~t1VC Of 8ll.(!Cr or hl.n pnrt bec1 ~3U he }~nc he.· th(J 

A.Rt# l Vcrglni .... a :·act pla.nn ... ;i on l·rrilnp; tht;: epi tup~ , ,-.,· . .<:h 'u )· irr.-
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nolf , hn. wri tten, plu.ct;d d>»Vt;, his ~rave . 

/.i~t.er seelnq; t1~e fr1enil~ w'"-or" Jli:r-zy- rr.civ i:. hl e hor-e • we an. 

not SlA.rp r iaed t.hat "-e becn.."ne t.ho Gt'Oa t. ""&n "-..: dJ.d . Jfi ~ ho"'C if1-

.::·li,olcnces ;.vbt·e so rerm~r o'!bly ·OOd. , •U1:J he o~:(}tJ 8 0 a .... rnJI.4!Jd6d by 

loV.l::lp; und hc:lpful friendf3 1 thfit, -.~ t. wol.\ld , indeed, have ).h;;ttm • 

~tranf.(e if he had. not become .:.he poli'3ho.:t , sympt;.thl.tic , ' .. nd e ,n-



Relations ~ith the Emperors. 

Pliny occupied the unique position of living du.r~n t he 

reit?::ls of nine emperors. We are surpri~ed, therefore, a~, !"1rS3t 

thOUf"ht ·t.ha.t "'e was not on a '1"1ore familiar footing with more of 

t~em , possesing ,as he did, wealth, social position, and gr eat 

prestige as a l awyer. Perh1ps, 1 t may be, tra. .. by inventir;atin~ 

the circumstances, we m~ accOl4nt fo r t"tia state of affairs. 

Bor n in t2 B.C'. he knew not'' np-, except f rom hea.rsa.y,of tl·e 

terrible cri~es comitted under Nero. A lad of six years. as he 

was upon Nero' s death , could not possibly retain any memories 

of oolitical events occurin~ Lhen, horrible thou~h they v.crL. 

The swiftly succeed~n~ r eignn of Galba, Otho, and Vitell1us 

becauee of their short ten\.\re, permitted no trt.e friendohipe 

to be 'orl"led, even if Pl ... 'Y '-lad been ma tu.re enoug'"\ to Ni o)J to do 

so. 

DLA.ring Veonasian•s ru.le, lliny wa.s actively engaged. i n pre­

paring .i mself :·or ria fu~.,ure or!.r a.s pleader, nnd the natural 

diffidence of a yout~ i n his poa.ton NOU.ld prevent ~1m f rom 

striving to become L~own at court. 

He was seventeen years old ~ren 'l' i -.u3 ascenrl ed tre t1.1rone. 

1'hia is .~u"'t tl•e i""'Pr"".,sl' on""ble h 1 
1 "" .. , ... . .., ... at;e w en we m ~ht <:xpect h im .... o 

be gr eatly influenced by the a:i.vent o a new r1.4ler. T.i tu
3 

l~ow-

ever, seems to have failed to make any la.ating i!:lpr09sion upon 

h.s mind, for he never menti ons him ,ex:cept vao-i.lely, as "divue 

Titus. " Perhap~ this was due to the brevity of Titu.s • reign, 

and PlinJ•a youth. 

It was during the terr1ble d.cspotis:n of Domi tion that he 



entered upon early manhood. . As to hie at.titude during the dark 

and gloomy times that followed, we are quite sure that, as 

usual, hie method of procedure was extremely cautious and care­

ful • 

. Even in the letters following Domitian•s death, t.hia same 

reserved attitude is preserved, doubtless engendered through 

bitter experience . Contrary to our exPecta.tions, he doeq not 

speak of Domitian with venemous hatred. The place where we de­

tect any trace of ill feeling 1~ in (I : I2) where Corellius 

Rufus, with r eference to Do~itian s~s : ftut scilicet isti lat­

roni vel uno die supersim. " Al thoue-h somewhat surprieinf", ~od­

erete course ie to b e expected of h im, because in no manner was 

he a rash and head stronp, man. A diplomat in every sense of the 

NOrd, and with a natural aversion to arousing enmity we cannot 

imagine him acting in any other way. It cannot be said of him 

that he did not have a keen eye to~arda the future. 

We would not expect the quiet, gentle Nerva to ~ake any 

appreciable difference in Pliny's life. Pliny speaks of driving 

with Nerva, but ratrer seems inclined to make fun of Nerva•s in­

sipid met~od of ruling (IV: 22). :t~ot until we oome to Traj an do 

NG find that Pliny was in any sense a real friend of the hmperor . 

The l etters to Irajan do not have t~~ interest for us which 

Pliny's otrer letters afford . Pliny seems constrained, und t~e 

formal d1gn1 ty ~hicr t.he circurntJta.nccs demanded, detract and 

alrnost dostroy his eo.ay and enia.l st.,yle . He appear~ to be in 

constant fe~r of losing his posi~:.ion na ~overnor of Bithynia or 

surely he would not trouble a busy Emperor to a.YJswer each trifl-



ing questions as the advisability of formin~ a fi re- company at 

Nicomedia (52), the number of aoldiers to accompany Gabiua Baas­

us {32), the punish~ent to be awarded two slaves(38). The lat­

ter incident wns an especially insignificant matter to consult 

the Emperor about, for we all, know, how cheaply even at t~is 

time the life of a slave was valued. Pliny with all hls humane 

ideas is not as great an exception to this rule as we might 

imagine. We must· remember that ~he RoMan mind , b r utalized ns 

it was by the gladiatorial spectacles and almost continual war­

fare , could ·1ot have the hurno.ni tar ian feelings of the present 

day . 

Pliny ' s attitude toward the Christians is an illustration 

of this. Kind-hearted andmeroiful as he was , yet in a l etter 

to ~rajo.n (10:97), he confesoes that he is in great doubt sa to 

the attitude he s"ould adopt toNards them in re~ard ~o punish­

ment. He relates his method of examination. He asked all the 

accused people twice if they were Christians, if they persisted, 

he ordered them to be punished, for he was convinced that "per­

tinacian certe et i~lexibilem ob at1nationem debere punire." ~ e 

also have record in this same letter of Pliny putting female 

elavee to torture. He seems to look upon Christianity in a 

pu~zled manner,as a $Ort of fanatical frenzy and contauious 

di9eaee "super~'titionis istius contagio" which must be put do-.n 

at all hazards. 

Pliny •s attitude towar d Trajan is almost too subservient. 

From the Epistulae to his friends we have been led to believe 

that Pliny was a capable, self-reliant man, of great exec~tive 



abill ty . Instead of Guch a man in his letters to ~ra.,je.n , we 

discover a. person o:: o.n emarely different sor t . We would. ex­

poet t hat communicat~on with an Emperor would lead to subjects 

of gr eater depth tran the location of a bath at Prusa (I0: 75), 

the ri~ht of remav1ng the ashes of ones ~~oestoro (I0:?3)? the 

cutting of a cnnal at Nicomedia ( I0 :50) . Tr ajan , at nome, a 

lon di:Jtance from Bi thynia surely ~ould not be expected to de­

cide upon these matters of locnl importance as well as Pliny, 

who was rip.ht there . It may be however, tha·t :.L'ra..1an demanded 

this exactness indetails , and thnt we are therefor~ doin~ Pliny 

an injustice . Still , if all the governors in all t.he provinces 

showered letters upon Trajan in this fasr~on , the Emperor would 

have been over ·Nhelmed. 

lrajan shows a genuine interest in Pliny, who had only t o 

ank a favor and it was immediately granted (X:6) . Pliny asks 

for P.oman citi~enehip to be bestowed ~pon his physician (X:I2), 

he r equests a leave of absenco for a couple of monthr whi~h is 

readily given (X : 22) 1 he and his mother-in-la~ desire r.oeliue 

Clemens to be made proconsul. 1~e Emperor eAteems it n per s onal 

pleasure to help Pliny . 

Thus we eee that Pliny wason the best of ter wR wi~h Trajan . 

They 'I. erE botr of ~,he same kindly dispos1 tion, inter ested in 

l iter ature and art, both had seYer al in th6 army . ~heir tempera­

nnt being congenial, it would be a metter o! ~ourAe that tr.ey 

should mutually respect and love each other . 



CHAPTER II! . 

LITERARY ASSOCIA1~S. 

Pliny had many sides to his character but the one of most 

interest to us is his literary life. and his associates in his 

literary career. They are numerous, and while few are really 

great writers, yet the fame of several has survived fo r centu­

ries to the present time-surely no moderate test. such men ns 

Tacitus, Martial, Suetonius Tranquillus, Silius Italicus, Eu­

phrates and others are known to almost every person of education . 

Pliny's friends were of no common type, but were brillant men 

belonging to an age in which oratory and literature flourished. 

The greater number of these men were poets, a lesser n~~ber . 

historians, and the rest were made up of philosophers, literary 

critics,rhetor1cians, and scientific men . 

Pliny's most surprisin~ friendship is with the poet Martial . 

No two men could have been more different by nature, and circum­

stances had brought about a dist1nctioa in their social position . 

Pliny had always been in comfortable circumstances, continually 

:f"lattered and cared for, while on the other hand Martial was 

poor and almost in the ignoble position of a parasite. Pliny 

was cheerful and happy naturally, Martial misanthropic and mo­

rose. Having nothing in common with each other we are astounded 

at the warmth of friendship between the two men. It wo1ld be 

expected ~hat the anta~onistic views of the two men would clash 

but t'l-)is wna no"t so . Pliny admired MartialA'keene~a in satire, 

and Uartial,~n turn, r espected Jliny. Upon Martial's denth 

Pliny in a letter to Cornelius Priscus (III:20) lamonts his de­

cease saying "moleete fero." 



When Mart ial left Rome , Pliny had presented hi~ with his 

travellin~ expenses - a true token of f riendship. Pliny takes no 

credit t o himself fo r this gift, but pret.ends it is a pecuniary 

reward p.iven in return f or ~artial's kindness in writinp a poe~ 

in praise of Pliny. As t o Martial's s~ncerity in praising Pliny, 

there may be doubt , but we are sure that Pliny respected and 

loved a man so "inrreniosus, acutus , acer." ( 11! :21) Below is 

appended a translat~on • of Martial's poem about Pliny. 

"Only take care, my tipsy Mu.se , 

~hat a fit nnd proper time you choose 

To knock at MY Pliny's elo q~ent gates, 

To the ster n ' inerva he devot e s 

All his days, and elaborates 

What may win the Fu.ndred Judges' votes,­

Speeches which this and the coming a?,e 

Jfay venture to match with Tully 's page. 

When may you. safely p;o?- when 'the light 

Of the lampe is burning late, and the night 

Grows w1ld with the wine-cup, and the r ose 

Is Queen of t h e feas't , and the perfume flows 

From dripping locks. In that hour of thine 

Ster n Cates may read this book of m~ne ." 

Tiber 1us Catius Siliua Itnlicus was botr orator and wr iter, 

besides holding rn&.l1Y official poai 'tiona . Just "'ow i ntlMate Pl lny 

and Italicus wer e is no t known, but we fi nd that trey had a com-

*The translation was made by Church and Brodribb . 



mon bond in their mutuc~ interest in Verg,ll(III: 7). Italicue 

owned the esta·to ort which ~to.e Vergil' s tomb, and 1 t Wt.lS his 

pleasure to cto allhonor to 1 t. He (1Ven carried th1s Vergil cult • 

aB it were, so far as to oelebratu Vorgil's brithd~ an carefullY 

ns his own. Pliny care~ for Silius as a man, but had no very 

great OGtimate of hie ub111ty for as he says "Italicun wrote 

poems with e;reat.er care than geniusn. Pliny's and Itt:.licu • 

views on ouicide coincided. They contended that suicide ~as 

justi!'iable when by ~SOme misfortune life became unbec.ruble. 

Silius, in faot, aotuqlly carried out his own views on the et!b­

ject, und hon he found that life we.n bt~coning u.nbecr ble to 

im because of an incurable tumor, quietly ended hi9 life by st·r­

vntion. Pliny re~rGtted the loss of hl~ friend, but could not 

fl.n£1 it in l'i9 heart to condemn him for hlo aot. 

Holding a similiar poa11;1on in Pliny's entimat1on was the 

poet, Vcstricius Spurinna, who after an honorable cnrecr in 

public ~ifo opent l is old ar;e in admirable le~sure. Part of 

this l.ime w~1e devoted to the wri tin~ of beautiful J..yrie verses. 

Th1swaB Pliny's ideal plnn o£ life-to spend the arly and middle 

yoare in the aotive pur~uit or offices and honors. and by ao 

doing to earn an old nge W1troubled by bu~iness carb:::s or un­

necessary o.otivitios. If' .lliny had atttU.ncd Spurinnu.•a ugo , 

doubtless hfl would have been of exactly the snme sort--lov,blo 

n..., • p;entlo, yet posseoaed of ,. keen and active mind placed in a 

healthy but not n robust body. A Bnno and tcrnp~rate mode of 

livin was the ambition t>f both "he young and the old man • ho 



were united 1n bond of closest frienlehip. They oharcd each 

o\.hor•e sorrow$, r.llld. endeavored to llt:.v1n.te the sut"fcring of 

the other by deep sympathy(III:IO). Our :Pliny 1n a delicate-

lY exprosaad letter aosurea Spurinna and hie wife Cottlue of his 

deO}) feeling f"or them in the lOBfJ Of their non. r'liny loved 

Cottius sincerely, nn<l the poem writton by Pliny in prn.ise or 

tho young man , must havo comforted the strickon parcntn wond~r­

fully. In a letter to aetinus (II:?) he rejoices that n statue 

has been erected to r.ott1us, who wan one hom ttamavi conoLlrvll­

tieeimum iuvenem tam nrdenter, ql.lao nunc impntienter reqLliro". 

Tho Spurinnas were people with ~hom Pliny w s able to die­

oo.rd ~.11 ceremony, so perfectlY were they in harmony i t.h him. 

But one or Pliny's moat potent ~hann~ ~au hiB po•or to oo attach 

him!!elf' to people and StlCUre t'hoir nffection that he W0.8 £t1Ven 

free reign ana unrestrained liberties of ~hioh h never tookad­

vuntagc, for not ~ moment did he forzat his dutien ns a nentle­

man , and his innate tact nlso prevented him from doing 3nyth1ng 

rude or boorish. 7e oa~1lY see tho roason for Pliny•n ! r jend­

~hip with Spurinna--Spurinna was his ideal, renlly n pcrnon1r~­

cation of what Pliny ~ould bent t~ut nge, nnd, uni~ed by common 

intereata 1t ~ould have boon st r ange , indeed, if their's had not 

bcon a onderfal friendship. 

We now come to a group ot minor poets, according to a d1vio-

1on made by Teuffel-Sohwabe, of whom we kno~ nothing except 

thro~~ rcforonces m~o to them by uch writers as Pliny, Sueton­

ius. TnciLus, ete. None of their works are extant. 

One of the leading men of this group ie en. Octavius Titin~ 



i~B Capito. Our knowledF.c of him i derived from Pliny•o lettcro 

and an inscription . From the inBoription we lenr n t at ho hold 

hilt . civil of!1co U.'1d r Dorn1 t1an, Nerva and '!'rajtUl . Ce.pi 'tO HlS 

c.n ardent wor hipper or 11 tcra.ture , and onu \tho loved to do 

honor to famous en , (1 : !7) inform us th ... t Capito l a.a been wout 

to collect t o ~tu.tuoo of f:unou men of lettero, and plnoe tllt;M 

in his Ot~t'l '1ome. _ 1ia cb!U'ac~eri t.ic tr it of his e=tpla1no the 

intimacy b tween Capito and Pliny. Capi to an nttr actod by 

Pliny's genius (for Pliny did h ve genius , al~hough, it •as of 

~ somewh t m~~ivero sort) and Pliny ns uttractcd to one ~ho 

took eo keen an inter st in hiB career . Capito ae n pn~ron of 

~etters (Vlii:I2). H~ was aoouotomod to t~ro open hin hou~ 

for roei tnt1onrJ, against 1ih1ch a r tl er hostile foe lin{~ had 

arisen. People not 1ntoreoted were pt to be bor ed, nnd ~er~ not 

1lling to give ouff1c1ent encourngemont to youn r1ter·(V:8) . 

Capito strenuously urgGs Pliny to undertake some intoricil ork. 

Pliny needed encouragement and spurring on, and for t is purpose 

Capi~,~o a.9 invalu.abe. Cnpito , altl-•ough not n ritcr of much 

mor 1 t. , rot a book on the d atl, of the vict1!:!a v.ndcr Dom1 t!.un . 

One o.,. the moat prom1n~nt families d~rinr; the ngo of '!'rajun 

wu.e that of Rufus. ::L'wo poeta of th1a famil:,r , Co.niniuc Rufuo and 

Octavius Rufua wer intimBto - it Pliny. 

Caninius Rufus •a.s a friend and neiF)lbor of .?liny nt Comur • 

(II : 8). Caninian han .rous~d in Pliny en eEt~r dtisi r c to· cscnpe 

f rom th hot and du.sty city wit.h ita endless round of duties. 

both public and privetc ancl tc .1o1n his friendc in the delighta 

of hunting , f1ah1ng • nn'i r1tu.dying in the qui t of the: country. 



The ctrongest tie between Pliny and Caniniua was their intenne 

love for ~he country. Some contend that this wao rut affectation 

of Pliny ' s, that he i/Jas really a city man , with a. profesaed love 

f or tre coun~ry. Circumst~~c shad caused mo t of his life to 

be passed in the city, but in spite ot" tho.t , ono can reall.1 see 

that Pliny sincerely enjoyed rural life . His beautiful des­

eript1on of the souree of the Clitumnus (VII!:S), ~is enjoyment 

or the sea, (IX:7), his in~erest in a curiouo lake (IV:30) 1 hie 

doli h~ in 1is Tuscan estate and the beautiful grounds(V : 6) 1 1 nll 

expr eae a sincer e love of nature. 

Caniniue was an epic ~ritor. Re conoulted Pliny about the 

advisability of ~ompoaing an epic poem on Tra.jun•s t,.o campaigns 

in Do.cia(VIII : 4) . Pliny t.:ncouro,eed . 1m in his purpose, but npoke 

o'f the difficulty there .vould be in the a.dnptation of tl e cru.do 

Da.cian nn.."nes toveroe form. Y, e have information tellin[T us in 

~hat dogroo Cnniniue was able to over oorne th1~ ob~taele . 

(Vll : l8) ahowo us that Cnnlnius Rufus was u philanthropiot . 

He consulted Pliny about the beat means of applying a fund which 

waa to be UBed , after in death, for an annual feast nt Co~um . 

In all probability , he wus influenced by the exarnplo of his 

nei ~bore munifieen~ gifts to the people of r.omum.* 

Oc~u.viue Rufl..ls possessed a remarkable talent, if we are to 

believe Pliny• s lowing deBcript.lon of him. Two of Pliny• s 

lett ers nre written to ~1m , benidea a letter addressed to Snt­

urninuB (IX: 38). in which A. certain Rufi.4S io praiaed &.s ''dignis-

•oth6r let.tors addresaed to C"anin1l4s arc VI:2I, IX: !.-3. 



s1rnus". Autho r ities nppear t.o be generall.y agreed t.hat thla is 

Octavius Rufus . In thia same epistle , Pliny spoke in almost a 

pater nal manner of the writ1ng of Rufua, (all of ~hich he hnd 

rend) nnd added that he na nfr1ad he was inclined to be too 

pc.rtial to·Nnrds Ruf'ua, beca.use he loved him so dco.r l,J . The style 

of Rufua appealed pocul1arly to Plir·y , - in fact, he wno oo in­

terested in the books of Octavius, that he ~rote an impatient 

letter ~o him,urginB him to hurry up end publish hie latest book, 

so that he could get to read it (II : IO) . 

(I : 7) is rat1.1or eurprieing, for in 1 t, our Pliny refuse a to 

grant his friend' a roql.4est, namely, that ~e plead in behalf of 

Gallus against the province of Baetiea. Pliny•a ~otive, ho ever, 

is prai~e-~ort~, for he cannot reel justified in .peaking 

againet the province which ~ae done so muoh for him. le com­

promised by f:ona·enting to plead for nci ther nidc. 

C. Pnssennus c . f. Ser ~ Peullu Propertius Blae~ua , ~~­

cording ~o an inscription fo~nd at Assiei, ag an el~gi~ poet of 

conAiderable promise . It ~4o a~ a recitation given by Passcnnue 

(VI : I5) that ~he absurd interrl4ption by ~avolenus Pri cun occurr­

ed. Paulus wo.s o.. "Splendidue eques Romanus, et in primis erudi­

tus, soribit clegos ... (VI : Io) , nnd a citizen of Propartiuo, n~bcr-

1ng Propcrtius among hiaanoestora . Pliny took u k~n~ly interest 

in the yo1.1ng po£t, showing much concern about the illne .. t~ of 

Paullus (IX: P2), both because of their mutuol love, and· alao be­

cause of th~ loas t~e death of Pnullun would ocoasion to litera­

turo . If others rogar4cd him in the e&~e rruwnncr, the lo .e would 

have. been great, indeod, f. or Pliny ea.ye (IX: ?2) : "Nuper ad lyriea 

deflcxit , in quib~s ita Roratuum ut in illis illwm alter~ effingit~ 



I 

Bat one letter occur a in Pli ny ' s correspondence , in which 

the name of Calpurn1u~ PiBO is ment.oncd. P1so was consul , and 

an el g~1o poet , in addition . Pliny had attended a recita~ion 

given by Piao (V: I 7) ~d had beenmuct. i~resaed by ~he modest 

bear ing of tlte ceci tar , and t..l· e oubl irni ty of hiu vernes . 'Ihe 

pr oduct-ion read Wt\a entitled .. The Spor ts of Love" . Fur ther tl'-an 

thio w~ r~ow not.hinr of Pieo . 

Another poet • oee r ecitals Pliny attended "Cun summa mea 

vo1upt1.1:te, immo etiaun nd.mi r atione" was Ser i.un Augur inue . Hl..a ctyl<P 

was a combination of nweetncss and bitterness (IV: P.?) . The rc-

citation r eferr ed to in ~his letter, lasted three day~ , nnd 

Pliny wna del1gh~ed with it . Either Pliny ' s pa icno~ was well-

developed , or elno the fact that one of the poems recited , was 

written in praise o Pliny , helped him to endur e the ordeal . 

However, r ecitations was one of Pliny ' s hobbies , he , thinking 

it necessary t o secure tho opinioms o. one ' s friends in T.l'is 

WQY . 1e held to the opinion that ~he eelect~on~ recit~d should 

not be shortened in an~ f~ , as was customary (VI!I : 2I) buoause 

only i n t1is ·~ . could th6 audience comprehend tho piece ln its 

ent.i t·ety. 

Verg1liua Romanuo (VI : 2!) is extravaenn~lY lauded by Pliny 

aa a Nr iter of comedies . At a r ecent readin , Romanus hnd . r ead 

one of hia mimienbi wi~h much favorBble cr iticiBm by Pliny . 

Pliny ' s excenaive pr n1ae nurfeits and ti r es one . It is logicnl 

that or so ma11y po t!to , ther,., munt have boun rnt.tch that ~ould be 

mediocre , or worae, and deB~rvin~ of ndverse or1ti e1Bm. A 

~overe , erit~eul judmm~nt or their ~ritinss would h~v~ been mo r e 

beneficial to men of' modera~ talent e.s 1 t .vou.ld spurred them on 



to gre~~cr ~~h1eve~cnts. Pl1ny•a flattery was so easy to ~eo~re 

o.nd. applied so indiacriminatel.y that its •inning would have a 

tund~ney to deaden ~he ambition of the average person beenuae 

~,r the ~ompl_aef.'tnt self-s&t1nfant~on roa.\.i.lt.ant u.pon its beet,owaJ. . 

A roan Q'f versat.1le character ~as l?ompeiuo 8aturn1nu_,, . . ~ho 

wroto ora.:<.1ons, hi A tory, and :pot!}try. PlitQl t.hol.i..g.nt. h1B ab.l.l1 ties ·~. 

futu.ra for him. Pliny ment.\oonB l~ia fr:umd in such telo :in.r.: worde 

that ·t t. eeemn beat to roproduee them t:~xeetly : .. ,Arnabnm • Pompei urn 

S~turn1nwn lal..dC.bB.t:Jquta oiu.a illfl!Cnium, otia.~ tWtequw:n .SOiren. 

quam Vtlr1wn. qu.am. fltntiblle, quam multiplex eosent, mm'o vttro 

totum -me tenet, 'habet., posside-t.'* tre also ol">ooseo i..o say(:t : I6); 

that tho verses of S~it.u.rn1nus wore equ.nlly as ~ood 11s tho.ue of' 

C~t~lluo or Cnlvus • 

.Pll.ny• s letters to St\tlArn1nl.ls are neiethborly, dwellin;{ on 

topic a of in teres to ea.nh ot't1 t-r, but to no one elae. (V: ~I) . 

Snturn1nu~ hus poot-pon~d a recit~tion of hie until Pl1ny'3 r&­

t~rn to the · c~ty, ~~liua Avens in ill . and 1ul us Avitus has re­

cently <lied. . In another (VII : 7) Snturninu.u be.rr,u a. ~avor of 

Pliny for Pri.seue. in (VII:I5) Pliny apenlcs of tht: poutl.ne of 

busineeo, and in (I : 8) Pliny eenda a spQ~oh, whieh he intends 

to deliv6r at Comurn, to ~48 ~riend forcrit1c1sm. i~esu letters 

arc intortlsting , b~t they do DOt possess permanen't intt~roatror 

~s • aa the matters dincusseo. a.ro or two '-.rifll.ng a. nn.turG . 
I • 

~Tul!l.l$ A"fi tu.s wae an obsaoure author of ~l1o"'tt we know not.hing 

except from one letter written to .Pompeiu~~t sat.~rrtinus by Pl!ny 

{V:2I). In thiG epiatle h~ mentions the death or Avit~s , ~dho 



died on Bhip-bo~rd, whil retur ning from h~a quaeator uh1p in 

A 1a. Re ltJft behind a brother and aister, 'bee1dca hie mot.her. 

Pliny lamentGd deeply ~hat auch an industrious young man shoul d 

be atr1eken by death in th flo~er of h1a yo~th . 

A poet whom we aro not able &o forget beoauee of a strange 

propensity o .is, we.o Arriua Antoninus. Alt.l':ou h a Ro'""tm , he 

preferr ed to write h1a voraeo in reek. with nu~h uccess that 

a~ Pliny aays everyone tried ti 1mitat.o ~hem, bu~ none were able 

to do ao succe sfully (V: l6). Pliny g~nerously admita in this 

eQ.me letter t tnt he iCJ amon tho e ho have tailed. That. is 

one of t e :tost. otrilcin{S qualitiea in Pliny•a character-hie ut­

ter lock ot joallot.l8Y. 'e nannot help admirin him' for -.1 it! 

noble trait . :From tho d.eacrJ.pt.ion given in these lct~e~f.t to 

Arri&.l!l (IV:3;IV:I8) . V: IS we al."e reminded of t e eldcr · apurnlna. 

Arrius Wile lovt:d by 1a aoeoeiate , ·and had earned o qt.uut old 

age by hia activity wl"-en yowngor. He had boen connul 1.w1oe. a 

model prononB~l.of A ia. and had ~t~·ined fame in l1terayurc . 

Arrius waa tho mDtern3.l gro.nd- f "'her o the Emperor M'toninu.B 

Pius. Pliny watf1 Gdmiro.bl.e in l-J.s atti tu.de tow rd tho old--

not"'in~ blA't the gret.Ltest reopoo~ n.nd reverence was ever displayed 

by 1m. 

Let ua now turn our attentions to ~ o hi&toriunn with whom 

Pliny QG familiar. .\a 1e to b6 expoo~ed, tho man ~ho towors 

nbovo all ~he rent in Corneli~s 1noitus , to whom elu~an or Pliny•$ 

letters are addressed. 1he two men conotmltlY interchun ed 

their books for ~tual criticism. Pliny was ~xo cdinglY proud 

or being aaeooiated with nueh a great Hr1ter as Taeltus . Pliny 



... 
was fond of ir.aginin~ th~t he and Tacitu8 wer e on an ~qual plane 

in literaturet and eo was eupeciallY pleased by the incident 

whic''l had Bppened t.o 'Iaci. tus at t 1e c1r cu.s. ( .i.A : ¥"'\~ ) • 

Pliny • s prophetic sp1ri t •as wonderfully !'ar- sveinl). l .. ie 

opening sentence to V!I : 33: nA~guror , nee me falli~ auguri~$, 

' ; istoriao tu.an irnmortaleB f~.ttt...ras; quo magis illis, 1nl'l'enue 

ratobor, inseri cu.pin, .. 1s startling in its ae~uracy. Pliny 

frankly admitted that he knefi that the works of 1acJ. ~ol.4s •ere 

destined to 1mmortality, and for this reason he was desirous of 

sceinl: his Oifl1 name 1nsert~d hl them. In the let. er rt;ferred to 

a.bovu, he tella of l--i3 euccoGsful appearance befo re tht; Emper or 

ao advocate for the province of .Baet1ca a.e;ainat the prot!Orl ... 1 

P.~aebiua 14a~t~r~a. Unfortu.na~.oly thnt p~ rt. of Tuci ~uo t T1ot.ory which 

t,reats of Pliny ' o timo ·has been lost, ao wo have no tJuy of ~.oell­

ing in wha.t mm1ner 'i'acl t.un described Pliny . .From the numlH;r o!' 

told .f'~iny t.hat. t1 ey 'iliere considered t;o bo of equu.l power as 

wri t.erq, we asawne tha.t the frienclol ip ·tuln not. a.ll on Pl ny • A 

aide ao has b6en frequentlY eu ecsted . 

o'f HadrlM' s time. 'l'hroe or. th~ letters are addt'eRned to l1im , 

and :1n t~ree others he 1a mont~oned . lt is f rom these that 

moat of our information about s~e tonius comec. 

Pliny •·an in a )JOai t.ior1 to bcnef1 t Su.otoni:AS, and he dirl 

o, to the ut~ost. iha~ is one or hia mo~t plo~s1ng qu~l t1es. 

To do r:omething for a frisnd •as novor e.r'\y tr"'ub'lo for hi~ . ln 

a r ea ... mn."ly o! his let.tera we finrl t 1 t. in some l<ind uy e 

t rue Chria"...ian piri t nlthouqoh 1 t did cn-:iat. in a pn.cr.~ .. n body. 



has been a1din3 a r r ian · ; .. or even a..., acqu.nintonce . lh.J wr~s the 

t r ue Chn .. atian sp ri ... , Alt.ho\.i.gh it. d1d ex:iat .... .:1o.a paF.:an boa.; . 

It in dit"f1cu.lt to rea.lize ~here he fo ... r!cl the t ime t:.o attend 'to 

all of tl'lese minor aetaila , in add.i "ion to his ~eeol d,...t1es • 

oocial engage""!ent , li "er ary p1.4raLA1·1.15 • and tl~e management of 

his est.a:tee . '.ihe sern·et p r ohnbl.y lll,Y irl t . o c1·dcr ly • systeMu1..­

ie habita inculcated by hio ~ncle. Pliny was vory ood to €~et-

th~ ! t!',peror \.o boet.o..v upon S"'t:'-0"11u 'the '' iua trium lib6r ortlm. " 

'he rhetoric1un, Q.uintililll'l was P'11ny ' s tonoher of x·hetor.ic 

In .!l ; Ii; l\6 6tl.Ys:"~tn ~or~,e ex: Q .... int.l.l1ar.o , pr accopto r e r;:~eo , 

P..udiese no-:::ini, \t urHl ~guln ln VI : :·:~ we find 11_propo · r•otid1G ad 

erdote~ ~ont1tab ~." 

e.ddret:oe~ 1.0 Quh'lt licm , Md nn o t.l·er ml:' 1tlon ltl n:nde or h1::n ex-

c~pt 1n ":.1 a two q.Aoted above . P r obn.bl,y Pl.:.ny NnG no~ on suffic-

iont torrno or .!'u.milinri'ty to wr.A.~l;' an lJltimate letter to rim . 

C. ~ann1ua (V: o) WQO W'l hjet.oriu.n v:it'h :muct ohili»' . Pliny 

Pliny lo ... cd him, Whl ~.ae accustomed to rely 'l~on hin jUdgment. . 

fia <leut'1 waa pat at:l c , in t"'u.t., 'beoau.se of a flnw .in t' e ;~.Ll , 

i ~ happened ~hat. ' JiB proper'ty •ont to ~iB t:lnc:"'i es , and his 

f riendA reco1ve.:t noth.inr. VJ.1ny tUao fl·rloved to t~ink \ol at } 1a 

hi story , "ox:i t\ls oociaorll•n au.t rele ·ator .... r1 n ~oroue'' wo.n t..nfin1-

~ sh<1:i at the tim~ of hl":i dt1at 

ly notable . l'l .. ny•a gric:Jf for Fann1u· w a deop and flincerd 
• 

Pliny wa.s fortlAnt~.te in being llts:J:>ciat.ud. w1 th ~ group of 



• 1 d ~,1 im '1:8..4 n a t.clera.nt. urlfl broa..'i-"':ind~d. pr1lonophen3 \1/ho ·· o pe ~ 

f ""h .... .,., ...... 'Eil't,)h. raten. Ar'-emidorus, and Isat:us • . 
vie~ of. 11 e. ~ .eo~ ~~v- • 

h ~ 1 her --""d. r."' ~..ivc of Alcxar:.ct.ria. . , l!:uphr at.es '-'&9 a St.oic p. • onop ··"' ..., 

l)l~ny ha.:l ror·:~ed hi a a.equ.uln tance ..... r-1::1~ lvin~-; t'Jili t.c.ry serv ict: 

· nc wa.s atlod to rt:.!'low t~eir ri.ands"~·ip -wr.e!'l ~ ao,·er al in Syrla. c:;~ 

.:;au.rs later, the philooopher 0' un6f.e;d 1im pln.ce of z·oaidan<~e to 

Ro·11e . !~~..~.phrat-es wos patrlarcr.t~l :i '1 t~ppee.r n.n~e , tl.rlcl gitted w t " 

a winning perscnr~li ty C 1 : lC) . It nfror.·led Pl!ny mueh p::'..EHiU~re 

o hee.r }t:c .. q)hru\,~s i!acuoB p ;iloeophicc!l pr obl6':!18 fo r aa he oG.yn : 

"Diflpu.ta~ 3Ubt.1ll t.er , g r avi t~ r, or::1at..e , t'rcqL..le!l'-tlr utia'll . 1($ ".:.o '" -

mind 1\'hi o.., c :nnl)led h im to end.ur e tl e irrl 'tfltinrt roL<tine ofbual. -

i t.ion t.'1at t hf. r'loat nob le o..rinp, or ull in to curry c"'t .. n net-

~t. u.p:r.ra.tes .. ,mded. rll nohle life by f3u.ic1de . '\lihcn hu d fH~over-

was of no .rurtl1er u.nc t.o hio , 'e dran1- hemlock , 1'1 rrst. ror some 

l.i.nncco\A.ntable r_,a.eon, n ecu.rin-;; perwinsi;.>ll from t.he F.mperor. :t'ha't 

the E!'l1peror e~ould grant his co.ns£: r~ t -:..o s<4ch nn a.c\. almo~T. in-

co~pt·ehoneii>le t.o an, :1nd i!' only another ill.uotra.t.l.on of tLe 

vaet differunce bet.wecn t he moral <:odo of Homon t..imE:iD and t hat 

that Pliny wn~ tl.blo to confer n debt of gr nti 't\.4~16. 'fne phil-

osopher " }'lld been banished from ho·rto hy Dom! :ill!'l in 9 3 A. D. ; ao 

it •as therefore m 1 act involving r'!ao dange r t.o ho.ve ~tny dalU.-

1nge *ho.teoe\'er with t . e·n. Pllny, even tl-o~..<nh praeto r at t'-le 



l.;irne , reumi ~ cd tru.e to his f rieml , o.nd dared. tv ,~.l.tli t. 1~im ai. hi '3 

l"ouac in v~e 9ub ur1>s . 'fTe also preser-tod l-li1:1 wit}- e. au.r~ of ::non­

oy. 'tO oec:ur o w~ich ,Pliny was ohligod t.o bo rro;r f ro ·• a. ;.'ric::ti . 

The p'h ilo~op}H,rs were finfllly re~alle\1 1lhon re:nr.a. onr!le to t. the 

t.hrone , and Artemid.oru$ ·took up a. peacof:..~.l e<xist.tmce ln Hone . 

Pe o«~&i-i f ottun$te ~u1oup;l~ to rnnrry the dau rr,ht:er cf C. l~~sor::iu.a. 

Isael.4s wa;; a Gr~Gk philo3opl•e r • o~per~ia"lly srt:ill ed i · ext em ... 

pora."leous spea'cing. Pl.Lr,y s;~vcs a desor :i.'Qt.lon of' e lootu.t•(J hy 

Iaat1us. ''TTe su.~<:;es.rts 5everal t"'€~'-nes . and per !t'i t.o hJ.a a""dicnce 

~o ehoooe , . .loiYJ~~ tria often .,.lt;h:>u.t prepa:rs.t..ion . "~ho rt>sulting 

o ration waa e.l•AY.J s. t•inishcd ~aat.er- p.l cee (II::) . Il~ npeakine 

.of lsaeua ttnd ·the {}laea to which :r. o bE:lon.{!s , Pliny e.x.p rl'Hteon his 

&d.rni r at;.on f or them. 't»:H~auae t..hoi r l:i vee nr e pa:.u;e·d in an at•·)or~­

Ti"··oro u.r!t.N.i nted by ao.:-did h...:a.~·eses . f'e (JCmalderu<l t.lHl lol.. of" 

"he phil~}ao•)}':er :~o bo the hc.ppios t. of' B.n.y . 



PROFESSIONAL ERIENDS. 

Pliny was one of the foremoe~lawyers of his day , and in 

consequence had a large circle of le al f r iends,with some of 

whom he waecvery friendly,with ot~ers ,however,his inteeouree 

was on a strictly business basis. 

Amonrr this latter class might be placed the infor mer, Reg-

ulua . Pliny scor ned the base nature of the man, but could not 

keep from admiring his clevernes s as a lawyer . After the death 

of Reguluo , '1-Je soya in a let t.er to Arrianus: "Sol eo nor1 numqua·'l 

in iudiciio quarere '' · .Hegulum, nolo ~nim dicer e deeidera.re . " 

l}liny felt no personal r;ense of loss fo r Hegulu~, l>u't he did 

re~ret t h e absence of such an able pleader from the la.w-('ourts. 

Ae is su-";geated 1n "Pliny• A Letters•• by Church and Hrodr .ibb 

;. t does seem as thoo..1rh i n letter IV : 7 , especially , t.hat Pliny 

was unnecessarily eevere o l"l Re <dus . He descr ibes hlm as 1' im-

becillum latus, oa confus um, haeai tans linr:ty;a , tardissima inven-

tio, Memoria nulla , ni hil denique )raeter i n eni~m ineanum , et 

taman eo inpudentia ipsoquc i!lo furore per venit , ut plurima 

orator habentur ." Aman with so many and s~ch glowing fa.ul<ts as 

t.~ese could scarcely acquire any reputation as an orator . It 

is quite probable that l1 liny may have become preju~liced against 

Regulus , b eca~se Ne already know that they were never on friend-

ly terms. Reg ... lus' infamous que~Jtl.on about ~'odestus to :lliny in 

the Court of t he F~ndred (I:V), ~he equally evilly intended ~n-

slnuation that~~liny was a rival of Cicero ( ~ :V) prove t o us 

that 1'\.ep.;ulue had aroused Pliny ' s an ,.er . It was but hu-nan fo r 
, 

Pliny to r e tali a -,:;e 1>y r ela.tinf{ s~me of RegtA.lus i ··.reed deeds. 



A~ we all know , it 1a very easy to ~agnify the miAdeeds of those 

who~ we do not li~e, so this may account in some smull degree f 

fo r t.he exceedinP'ly black c"taracter w~ich l)liny has assiO'ned t o 

Re~ulus. Apart f rom any peroonal r easons , a man #ith ~ucn a 

perverted moral natur e rnust have been ab~orrent to o. f r ank , up­

ri~ht man of Pliny ' ~ type. 

One of who11 he speaks with the gr eatest r espect is Valerius 

Licinianus (IV: II) . He had been banished by Dor"'i tian fo r a 

crime , to which he had pleaded ,.-uilty, but msny thought he did 

eo merely to enca.pc Norse cons~quences. At any r at<. , he was 

~ent to Sicily, where ~e became a rhetorician, in place o~ his 

fo r Mer profession of advocate und praetor. Thro4~h out this 

enti re latter to l{inic~anus we are impressed by the u.nderlying 

sympathy of Plir.J ~or the dishr uced man . 

Lici y· ianus employed F'er enniua senecio to represent l1 im be­

f ore Domitian. In ~III : II) .Pliny mentions that Herennius was 

a.lso to !'all a vio-cim to Doni tian, and was put to deat,.., by that 

same tyrant. The offense of wrich he was ~uilty was that of 

writing a flattering account of t he life of TTelvidius .P ri~cus 

(VI1:I9). At the t rial of Hereun~us, a st.ronp contrast "'fas 

shown between his character and that of F~~nia, tre wife of Hel­

vidius Priscue . Herenniua used as his defense t re fact that he 

composed the hook by ;!'annia ' s request. She nroudly ndmitt.eJ 

her par t in the affai r. It waa stranpe that a man who appeared 

to be so strong , sho~ld fail at the critical moMent , and at~eMpt 

to lay the hlatne on ll No na.'1 . It MU!'It , however, be r emer:~b erdd 

that Fannia came from a fa~ily, whoRe wo~en , evpc~ially , were 



wrote t.o .Pliny :fo r udvice. Te ·.a.· i shed to knoft of what charact.€r 

~rt. causes a'-lould be which an advocate srould unlicr ~.oake . Pliny , 

as usual, in accordance .vi th his own naturo , r el;lied t r' a t c a...~.a es 

s~o~ld be divided into three claasas; those in whio~ or, o ' s 

friend~ are i nvol ved, those which might establish a precedent , 

and those which a r e liable to bring fame and distinction to the 

pleader. Circwnot~~~eo ~ad, however, induced Pliny to plead 

several cases before the s ena-r.e for variou'3 oth er reas ons( VI;29) . 

In IX: 1:., , he told Quadratus t he detai ls of '1is vindica~.ion of 

Helvidiu~ Pri scus . 

Voconius Ho~anul'J ·_,o.s one of h is dearest friends. He a.nd 

Pliry ~ad been students together ( II : I3), and t he intimacy con­

tinued on into treir later life. Bot~ we re engaged i n tne same 

profession, a..11d botl--L u1. tal.ncd ::nuch fam~ as lawyer3. "Ad l' OC 

in~enium excels~~, subtile , d l ee , faci le, erudit~m in causis 

e.o;andis (II; l3 ). f•liny ' R assurance · ... "'"at it i s Voconiu.s ·-Nhom 

"arte f amilia·c-i ter CJue dilexi " (II: I3 ) , i o strer'e.;thened by the 

fact that it ia Vocotli us to wr or"l he sends ·v c first draft of "the 

Panegyric :fo r approva.1 and cri ... icism (II I : I3). He "-'O.S ~ccuet­

omed to use Voco~iue ~s a cr~tic , fo r in VI:33 we find tha~ he 

has sent ano ~he.r one of his speooh~s c oncer n inp; an inl1 e ri t ance 

case t o hir:l . Voconiu3 came of q;ood family , 11old :.' e offi c e of 

flamen, o.nd atld in e.ddi tion was a let. t.er Y>rl. ~er of' conoJ.d<..rable 

rne r i" ( I :r ; l; ) . 

Crernutius .Huso ww3 a rising young advoGatc . (VI : 23) .rierus 

ha.a asked Pli:-1y to d efend n case for hlrr . 'l'his t'C r o'!'l..lsed ... (,O 

do .... nlee3 Ruso should be o.llom~d ~o.o "~-tE-lp 'him , bccauuo in 'hie 



o•m words: "~"lire ooncl.ll,.l..~oo bo'lO!l ...... voncs ozten le;re foro, n.d:3ig­

nare fa:nae." No one cen rcfr~~n from a. .. lr~ir:..:lg :)liny' '3 voodness 

in l1clping t"'e '3t ru~t;line young lawyers. ~ilie all l:no'l. ''hat the 

effe~t 11ust have been upon 1.11e yot.i~..ltf~l auvocate' s chance o~ 

succ~ssf~Then a no~ed lnNyur chose him as his colleapue. 

Anotl-:er pleader of some dioti:nction at t 'is ti:1e Nas Sal­

vi us T..ibcralis, to .;.hom Pllny was "reat.l.t attached. Trey spoke 

on oppodite ~ides in the case of "{arius J?r1scu~ , Liber nlis in 

tehalf of Priscus, and Pliny 1n beh~lf of the province. (~I:II) 

'!'he trial a.ttra~ted so J.,uch at ten"tiOQ. , and ·"as so r:enerally talk ... 

cd about, that it would not ha.ve been surpri&Jinn if the two 

leading l awyers on the opposite sides had had }'los ~..11e feelinr.rs 

towar ds each other. Wo have no '~~a::/ of knowing Liberalis' opin­

ion on this subject , and it -raay be t'"'n~ .he Jid not look upon 

Pliny with the ~reatest affection, for it was Pliny who won the 

ca.ee. He could afford to be generous iu h is estiration, for , 

flushed. \'\'i th eu~oess, first because of his victory, and r.econd 

b ocause ~e had made ~is ma.ttnifi cent nlea f'or tl1e provirce before 

~he E.npe ror, he would b& in a posi t.i on "to even p..1. ty his oppon­

ent • a defeat. 'tho E•11pcror' a p1 esence um.de Liberalis • diaappoint­

ment all ~he ~ore severe. It would be intereetlng ~o know how 

Pliny 1.\'0Uld have been able to bear defeat , if he ha.d exc:han~ed 

places with Liberalis. Nat~r~Jly, ns Plin~y rimsclf edited these 

letters for publication, we hear notninR about any of his de­

feats at the bar. ~he failure of Liberalis wan evidently not 

due to lack of effort on his part, for Pliny says : "in illa ver o 

causa omnes a rtes auas protullt," (2: II) and an he wan a "vir 



subtilu.s, diapositus, acer, dieertu.s," we must infer that. Plinybs 

meri te ns a lawyer wero strik in"';. Of co1.1rse ti may be that Pliny 

was clever enou.gr to praise his opponent' 11 e.ti!.i ty as a lawyer, 

so as to >nake 1 t appear that ~is own triu·l'lph was t h e morE, p!"en­

omenal. 

Lucceius Albinus, "vir in :iicendo oopiosu.e, ornatus" (III:9) 

waq Pliny'o collea~ue at t~e triol of Mariua Priscus. Fefo re 

t~is trial it appears in this same letter that tne two rncn ha.d 

rnet only as acquaintances, but the constant communicn.t .... on with 

e~ch other necessitated by the exigencies of the trial, caused 

tr..e•n to look upon ea~h ot~er with ~rea.t nffec tion. Fron tr.ie 

time on, they evidently worked to~ether often, for in IV:9, we 

see the two en '3'a~ed in t lj,e trial of .Tuliuo Baseus. So perf cot, 

was the r.armony between Pliny ~~d Albinus, t~nt, as Pliny him­

self says of treir speeches: "Successit Tihi Lucceius Albinus 

tar.J. apte, ut oratoine3 noatra.e varieta.tem due.rur"', contex tu­

unius habuis$e cred~ntur(IV:9). 

A "fortisaJ.mue advoco.tua" wa.s Cornelius '.Uni.cienu!'i. Pliny 

wrot.e many letters to hi ~ , of w~ich three are extant. One 

treats of a law-suit. another of a sonator ~ho ha~ heoomc a 

rhetorician, and anotrer of a recitation by Titinius Capito . M 

Minicianus possessed a brilliant intellect, nnd was qualified 

to secure numerous honors and offices with little apparent 

effort on h is part(VII: 22) , and in addition he ~ad a "r'Ost hu!rlble 

opinion of ~imself . 

An eminent pleaier if this same period was Ponpeius Falc& . 

In I:~3 he consults Pliny ae to tre advisability of pleadl.ng 



causee, while serving as t r ibune. Fe wae careful, almost painl 

tully conscien~mous. Pliny , himself/ had refrained f rom plead­

ing, when he served aa tribune , and thus he probably influenc ed 

Falco to do likewise. Frequent letters werw exchan~ed between 

the two men. It i s to Falco that Pliny appl1ed when he *iar ed 

the t ribunateship to be ~ranted ~o Cor nelius Minioianus. 

In connection with the famo~e trials in which PlinJ was 

en~a~ed , 'lie must not forlYet to mention t:'omc of lus f r lt:!'lde , who 

suffered t n roufl',h. the cruelty of Do"'li tia.a. Amonf.' these are the 

wome~, Arria and Fannia, who are types of tr~e ~omanhood a t its 

beat. It was Arria who , upon the dea~r of her son , concealed 

the fact rro, her huabo.nd , Ca.ecina .PaettA.e, ~-;ho was ill a-. the 

tiroe. Her f ortitude was phenor11enal (1II : :t6 ). l·li.y ' s own wo r ds 

beat relate the story of rer incitement of Paetue to suicide: 

llraoclarlA•tt quid om ill ad eiusdem , ferrwn str in ·~ere, oer fod­

ere pectus, extrahere pl.ip-ione , , porrigere marito , addcre vocem 

iru.1ort.alem ac paene divinnm:'Paete , non dolet.'" 11 

She accompanied ~er ~usband back to Row~ w'-'en he ·.;ta.s t.aken 

thare a prisoner . Th o aoldiere fo r b rule her pansage on t..he oh1p 

which bore Paetus, so ·he follo«ed in a fish i ng vesael. 

Her dau"~ t.er, alao na·ned Arria , wa.a a 1110r ,; -y succennor to 

rer dauntleRs mother . ..t>lJ.ny .lCncw ..,he elder Arria f ror-: hearsay 

only, bu·~ he was extremely int..unat.e .v~ tl1 the d.a-....p;hter. He 

grieved deeply a.t her dea1.r ("II; 19) • and was also c--ravcly con­

cerned about the illness of F~~nJ.a, her da~ghter , ~ho hoJ con­

tracted l er :..nd~spoA.t:.d.on w·~ilo en ac:-ed il: at1.endin one of the 

Vestal Vi r gins. "'qual afft~cL.~.cn was felt. by Pliny for bo ... h Fan­

nia and Arria (VII : I9 ). "Utramquc cihlui , ~~.r a.:"'que d.ile:xi; ut­

ram magis , nescio , r ec Jiscer nl volebant. JTabuerunt off .icia mea 



-------in necundis, '-'abucru.nt in a.dvcrsis." Int tre letter •"tmtlon ed a 

above, he relates tha story of Fa.'1nia' s unflinch ing hones ... y in 

tl1e court-roo'n, when fl'~- e was accused of instir-ating soaiua s en-

ecio to wri~:.e t.re biograp"1y of her ruaban~, t h e notor~ouR Fel-

vidil4s Priscus. She and her !7Tand-·r.ot.~er ~'ere the most hero~c 

of t....,is fam:i.ly. A~.~ least • #46 Ulfer this , as the motrer of Fa."l.· -

ia is not spoken of by Plin.J <.a p~;..rticipating in any r,reat deed 

of valor,- he rnent.iona her sirnply aa "t.he r'1ot}'ler of a ~onJ erful 

da .... r;rh t,er, and liln ,_ise tht d.au hter of an eqilally mpo rto.n t. 

"'0 thee i:' re r3.r j to '1 r a.very. 

l'"6lviJiu Pris~ A, for wl..,orn Fo..."lnia Cildured so "t.~.Ch , delib-

erate.ly irr~tated t he Emoeror by hi~ revolut..:.onary t al}< , so t h at 

it #/az an easy -na1.ter fo r his v' lerr.ies 1.0 ~ec\,O.re h is hc.n ... shflle.(lt . 

It wa.s hie sor- , howover, ,n ~'· f'vho•n P liny • ..-a ~· so fri cndly. It is 

re i.ho is refer r eel to i n Ill: II , and for ' i m .... ' ll.ny hravcly ) rot 

stdt a. -ainot Iubliciua Cer t us , iw'ho was the infanou::; l:ntrieucr 

~oncerned i n the death of Priscu~ (~X:l~). Cer~~s ~as impeache1 

an t1'e resu.l t of the trial , and felt ... he dis ra.c c so k cecly ~.-l~at 

l"is dea:t~ :fol1.ooved soon . Plii'Y pub lished a hoo!, of specohes 

made ~..~.pon t')..,~ a occ ·"s~ion . 'l'l1e ent~r6 affair re\ioLO.ndP- to his 

credit, for by dar ine o at 'tack rer ~..ua, he , himsf.lt' , -.van under-

' 0..1.1 ~ no s~all risk. V.hat arou~e,l l1la an er mos t waa t hat F.E 

FelvidiiAA Pris~us was a pea~oablc ma;:-~ w'"o ""a.l fiurpoaely-- exchi.d-

ed l-Ji•'lsclf f r om pol!. tics s o as to avoid the fate dlf his i'at.l er. 

Vi'3 ~nernies were determined to banish him , ami no a dra"'la. '(fhlch 

he had 1H'i tten was in .. er .:> r eted as a slw!d.er a rralns ~.- t he l!:r~per-

or'~ wi ~e, and consequently. '11e was s u•:tnarily h~! ~'· e .. l f ro ~ho 



city. 

Julius Africanus was more of an acquaintance of Pliny's 

than a friend (VII:6). Pliny calla him a. "i.uveni s in~eniosus, 

sed homo parum callidu.s." JTe spoke against Pliny i n the ease of 

Varenus , ~ivinsr, Pliny an oppor tunity to display his own wit at 

the expense of Ufricanus . 

1he f r iendship between 1Jymphidiue Lupus and Pliny was of 

l onp; standing. Nympl1idills was much praefect when Pliny was rril-

1 ta.ry ~.o ribune. Fe wa.s "'1Uch older tl-Jan Pliny , lmt even trOtl.P'r' 

he pleaded old age as an excuse , Pliny insis·Led that lle accom­

pany rim to Bitrynia as his adviser ( I0 : 87) . ~he son, of the 

savne name as his fa..,her, was r egar ded with deep affection by 

Pliny , and in the letter referr ed to above, re gentl y hints to 

eae Emperor that any advancement ~iven to the boy , w~ll be look-

ed upon as a personal favo r by him. 

Larnius ~acedo endured a 1:umiliatir 'S experience at the 

hands of his slaves ( 3 : 14 ). They mobbed him , and left him for 

dead, but he finally r ecovered fro~ his painful erdeal. Evident-

ly he deservedin some measure his punishment, f or Pliny calls 

him a "superbus alioqui dominus et. saevus . 11 yet in spite of this 

h is sympathies could not but be with ..,he master , bot~ because 

he wa~ a praetor, and then because Pliny was an extensive slave­

holder. The i ncident rnust have rau.sed a nu.r:'lber of Roman ..,.entlt.-,, 

men to look askance a t thei r slaves and wonder i f thei r turn was 

to come next, fo r not all Roman masters were as lenient as Pliny. 



lllNOh FRIENDS A1"D ACQUAIN ... A!~CES ,A1TD NA.~S OCCUllliiNG IN 

TRE U:'l'TERS. 

L. Satrius Abaecantee. IO:II . 

Pliny had secureJ from Trajan the full rie-hts of a rlornan 

citizen fo r h~rn. 

Acilianus. 2 : 16. 

He left par~ of his ep~a~e to Pliny. 

Domitius Afer. ~ : I4, 8: I8. 

Pont1us Allifanus. 6 ::'8 , 5:14, ?:A. 

Several letters are writ .. en to hi•n . But one is o.~.· any :.~.m­

portance, that or.e which tella of Pl~ny 1 s start es a poet. (7:4). 

Flavius Aper. 5 :13. 

P. Acciue Aquila. 10:106, 10;10?. 

A ~en-cur~on of the sixth equ.ea·lirio.n co~ or"t . He upplled 

"through Pliny to ~ raja.n for the f reedom of Home for his daugJ·ter. 

Domitius Apollinaris. 2:9. 

Appulcius. "mlles , qui est ln stat.~.one NicoT!IGdensi . " :o : ?~ . 

Annius. ~ :16 . 

~opilius Arcemisius. 9 ; 2d . 

kornanua ""as re<'o rr111endcd Fop.i l~us 1..0 PL.r.y . 

Asclepiades. I0 :8o . 

A mngristate in ~rusa. 

The nameo follo~ed by nu.mbers only, arc c:i trer mcroljr 'fJen­

tioned ir those le v~..ers, or else 1.he let ors are addrenoed t.o 

~;hen , bu"t no furtrer infor ~ation can be derived !'rom their con­

tent. 







affairs, a quic · eye for aouses, and much humanity to­
wards repressed classes such as the Christians. In Ep. 1 o. 
96 he gives the earliest external account of their teaching, 
behaviour, and official repression. 

TEXT. Epistks, R. A. B. Mynors (O.C.T. 1963); Pantg .• M. Ourry 
(Paris 1938). A.-M. GuiUemin, Plint tt Ia "" liui raire dt son temps 
(1929j; Syme, Tacitus, chs. 7-8, append ixes 19-21 ; A. N. Sherwin­
White, Pliny's Ltttn s, A SOt:ia/ at~d Historical Commmtary (1966). 

A.N. S.-W. 

pLOTINA, Po:.tPEIA (PW, s.v. Pompeius 131), had 
married Trajan (q.v.) before his accession, but never bore 
children. She was admired for her simplicity, dignity, 
fidelity, and virtue. Though she had refused the title 
Augusta in A.D. roo, she finally accepted it in 105. From 
112 she was honoured on coins; in particular the type of 
Ves'ta emphasized the purity of her family life. She was 
present at Trajan's death in Cilicia in 117 and probably 
facilitated his adoption (probably genuine rather than 
pretended by her) of Hadrian (q.v.) as his successor. She 
had long favoured Hadrian, who later honoured her on 
coins of 117-18, and at her death c. I2I/2 consecrated 
her. She was commemorated by at least two temples, 
in that of T rajan in his Forum at Rome and indepen­
dently at Nimes. 

Dio Cass. bks. 68. s. 69. 1 and 10 ; S.H.A. Hadr.; Aur. Viet . 
Epit. 42. 21 ; Pliny, Pan. 8;3; We.gner,1f:trnchnbild ii. 3 (1956), 74 .ff., 
118 ff.;, Stra~.k, Reuhspragung 1. 41; n. 66 ff. , 115 ff.; B .M. Corm , 
Rom. l!.mp. m. Ste also under TRAJAN. C. H . V. S . ; M. H . 

PLOTINUS (flAW'Tivos) (A.D. 205-269/7o). The main 
facts of his life are known from Porphyry's memoir 
(prefixed to editions of the Enneads). His birthplace, on 
which Porphyry is silent, is said by Eunapius and the 
Suda to have been Lyco or Lycopolis in Egypt, but his 
name is Roman, while his native language was almost 
certainly Greek. He turned to philosophy in his z8th year 
and worked for the next eleven years under Ammonius 
(q.v.) Saccas at Alexandria. In 242-3 he joined Gordian's 
unsuccessful expedition against Persia, hoping for an 
opportunity to Jearn something of eastern thought. The 
attempt was abortive, and at the age of 40 he settled in 
Rome as a teacher of philosophy, and remained there 
until his last illness, when he retired to Campania to die. 
At Rome he became the centre of an influential circle 
of intellectuals, which included men of the world and 
men of letters, besides professional philosophers like 
Amelius and Porphyry. He interested himself also in 
social problems, and tried to enlist the support of the 
Emperor Gallienus for a scheme to found a Platonic 
community on the site of a ruined Pythagorean settle­
ment in Campania. 

WRITINGS. Plotinus wrote nothing until he was so. He 
then began to produce a series of philosophical essays 
arising directly out of discussions in his seminars (11Vv­
ouatar) , and intended primarily for circulation among his 
pupils. These were collected by Porphyry, who classified 
them roughly according to subject, arranged them rather 
artificially in six Enneads or groups of nine, and eventually 
published them c. 3oo-s. From this edition our manu­
scripts are descended. An edition by another pupil, the 
physician Eustochius, is known to have existed (schol. 
Enn. 4· 4· 30); and it has been argued by some scholars 
(Henry, Recherches, etc., see Bibliography) that the ex­
tracts from Plotinus in Eus. Praep. Evang. are derived 
from this Eustachian recension. Save for the omission of 
politics, Plotinus' essays range over the whole field of 
ancient philosophy: ethics and aesthetics are dealt with 
mainly in Enn. r , physics and cosmology in Enns. 2 and 3; 
psychology in Enn. 4; metaphysics, logic, and epistemology 
rn Enns. 5 and 6. Though not systematic in intention, the 
Enneads form in fact a more complete body of philo­
sophical teaching than any other which has come down to 

/. 
... '· 

us from antiquity outside the Anstoteuant:u•vu~ .• •v•u•~u 
favourite method is to raise and solve a series of a1ropt.,.: 
many of the essays give the impression of a man thinking 
aloud or discussing difficulties with a pupil. Owing to bad 
eyesight, Plotinus never revised what he wrote (Porph. 
Vita Plot. 8), and his highly individual style often reflects 
the irregular structure of oral statement. Its allusiveness, 
rapid transitions, and extreme condensation render him 
one of the most difficult of Greek authors; but when 
deeply moved he can write magnificently. 

PHILOSOPHICAL DoCTRINE. In the nineteenth century 
Plotinus' philosophy was often dismissed as an arbitrary 
and illogical syncretism of Greek and oriental ideas. 
Recent writers, on the other hand, see in him the most 
powerfu l philosophical mind between Aristotle and 
Aquinas or Descartes; and in his work a logical develop­
ment from earlier Greek thought, whose elements he 
organized in a new synthesis designed to meet the needs 
of a new age. These needs influenced the direction rather 
than the methods of his thinking : its direction is deter­
mined by the same forces which resulted in the triumph 
of the eastern religions of salvation, but its methods are 
those of traditional Greek rationalism. Plotinus attached 
small value to ritual, and the religious ideas of the Near 
East seem to have had little direct influence on the 
Enneads, though Brehier would explain certain parallels 
with Indian thought by postulating contact with Indian 
travellers in Alexandria. To Christianity Plotinus makes 
no explicit reference; but Enn. 2. 9 is an eloquent defence 
of Hellenism against Gnostic superstition. 

Plotinus holds that all modes of being, whether 
material or mental, temporal or eternal, are constituted 
by the expansion or 'overflow' of a single immaterial and 
impersonal force, which he identifies with the 'One' 
of the Parmenides and the 'Good' of the Republic, though 
it is strictly insusceptible of any predicate or description. 
As 'the One', it is the ground of all existence; as ' the 
Good', it is the source of all values. There is exact 
correspondence between degrees of reality and degrees 
of value, both being determined by the degree of unity, 
or approximation to the One, which any existence 
achieves. R eality, though at its higher levels it is non­
spatial and non-temporal, may thus be pictured figura­
tively as a series of concentric circles resulting from the 
expansion of the One. Each of these circles stands in a 
relation of timeless dependence to that immediately 
within it, which is in this sense its 'cause'; the term 
describes a logical relationship, not an historical event. 
Bare Matter (iiA'I) is represented by the circumference 
of the outermost circle: it is the limiting case of reality, 
the last consequence of the expansion of the One, and so 
possesses only the ideal existence of a boundary. 

Between the One and Matter lie three descending 
grades of reality-the World-mind (voiis), the World­
soul (t/Jvx•'l), and Nature (<f>uo•s). The descent is marked 
by increasing individuation and diminishing unity. The 
World-mind resembles Aristotle's Unmoved Mover: it 
is thought-thinking-itself, an eternal lucidity in which 
the knower and the known are distinguishable only 
logically; within it lie the Platonic Forms, which are 
conceived not as inert types or models but as a system 
of interrelated forces, differentiations of the one Mind 
which holds them together in a single timeless apprehen­
sion (v6'7a•s-). The dualism of subject and object, implicit 
in the self-intuition of Mind, is carried a stage further in 
the discursive thinking characteristic of Soul : because of 
its weaker unity, Soul must apprehend its objects succes­
sively and severally. In doing so it creates time and space; 
but the World-soul is itself eternal and transcends the 
spatia-temporal world which arises from its activity. The 
lowest creative principle is Nature, which corresponds to 
the immanent World-soul of the Stoics: its consciousness 



Aur elia. 2 : 20 . 

A woma.'"'l whom Re,.ulu:=~ induced to wi11 her· t'"'Ofrr to hivn . 

~ itius Aris~o. 5 :3, 5 : 4, 5: 13. 

Xnnius Bassus . ?:31 . 

Claudius Pollio wrote- a laudatory biography of him. 

Armenius ~rocchus. 10: 65 , 10 : 66 . 

A proconsul. 

Caecilius Celer. I:5 . 

se~ronius Caeli~lUS. I0 : 29, 10: 30. 

P"e discovered two slaves a'"T!on~ the soldiers, and l·rou.gnt t 

the•n to Pliny. 

Caelius Clemens. lO : bi/ 

Pliny and Fa.batue had asked tnat CaelJ.us bo given pt:z: iss­

ion to come ~ntJ t he province. 

Mettius c~rue. I : b. 

He r ebuked Retrulus fo r defaming t he character of t.Tarennius 

senecio. 

Julius randidus. 5 : 20/ 

A keen- witted man . 

cer ialis. I : I9 . 

Tuecius Cerialis. 2: II. 

A consul. 

Velius Cerialis. 4 : 2I . 

Atti~s Clemens . I : IO , 4 :2. 

Colonus. 9 : 9 . 



-
rornelia . 4. : II . 

A Vestal Vi r ,in, ~ho was burl~d alive fo r b reaki ng her voN . 

Cornel1anus. 6 ; 3I . 

Metilius Cri spue . 6:25. 

A countryman of Pliny's who had mysteriously disappeared . 

Passienus Crispue . 7:II . 

A pleader. 

Aaudius Curianus. 5:I. 

He was disinPorited by his mother, Pomponius Galla. The 

inheritance was left to Pliny . 

Claudius Capito. 6 :13 . 

He is referred t o but once. "E 1 t Claudius C'api to i •r ever­

enter macis quam conotanter, ut qui aena tus consultum apud Me 

senatum accusaret." 

P . f ervilius Calvus . 10:56 , !0: 57 . 

F'e was a proeonsul, "clari ssi mus vir." 

Afraniua Dexter. 5 : 13 , 8 : 14 . 

Pompeius Falco. 1 : 23, 4 : 27 , 7: 22 , 9 : 15 . 

Julius Ferox. 2:II, !0: 87. 

"Consul designa.tuCJ , vir r ectus et san~tue." 

Saturius Firmius . 4:!5. 

A randson of Asiniue.Rutua . Pl~ny in a l etter to Fundan­

us speaks of him ae onee "ttuem dili~es ut e~o, si ut el"o propius 

inspexeris. •• 



Ca.lpurnius Flaccus ;- 5 : 2: 

A letter was written to him in aoknowledgment of s ome t~rushes 

r .. ibo Frugi. :"'. : 9 . 

A "conau1aris. " 

Valerius Festus. 3 :7. 

Eomponi a Galla. 5:I. 

She left her es~ate to Pliny . 

Aai nius Gallus. 4 : 17 . 

Gallus ur~ed Pliny to undert.tlke the cause of Corellia. in 

h er absence. 

Geminus. I j l2 . 

A mutual friend of Pliny and Corellius Rutus . 

Genialis. 8 : ! 3 . 

He and his fath er were accustomed to pass ;ju l nment upon 

Pli~y 'a writin~s. 

Gratilla. 3 : II t 5:I . 

She was banished during tl-te r eign of Domitian . 

Harpocras. I0 : 5 , IG :7, I0 : 6 , !O : IO . 

A physician who had a.tLEmded. Pliny during a l o r1g i l lnens. 

Pliny showeJ. hie ~ratituje 'by s ecuring t.he privele:-es of citi­

zen-s'kip :'or him f rom Tr ajan . 

Helvidian sisters. 4 : 21 . 

Two sisters,whose death s at the sa~e time , caused Pliny 

.much so rro w. ~}'ley were da.up-hter~ of t h e youno-er trelvidiun Pr is-

cu.s . 



Hispanus . I : 24 . --
To him waaeentr usted the commission of ~uying a f ar o for 

Suetonius Tr anquillus . 

Vitel l1us Honoratua . 2 : 11 . 

Caepio Hiepo . 4 : 9 . 

Titius Homullua . 4 : 9, 5: 20 : 

He was one of the advocates at the trial of Jul~us Bassus . 

Again , at the trial of Var enue , "dixit pr o Vareno Romullus call­

ide, acri~er, culte . " 

Fabius Iuntus . I : 5 , 7 : 2. 

One of the men whom Re~ulus asked t o r econcile him to FlinJ . 

Minicius Justus. 7 : II , 6 : 2( 1) / 

Fe was Cor ellia'a ~usband . 

Cat1us Lepidus. 4 : 7. 

~ulius Lar gus . I0 : 7o, I0 : 76. 

Mami l ianus. 9:i6 , 9 : ?5. 

Aeful anue Mar cellinus . 5 : 16 , 8 ; 23( ? ) . 

Postumius Mar inus . IO : II . 

A physician of Pl~ry • s, fo r wro n Pliny secur ed citizenship: 

Neratius rar cellus. 2 : 8 . 

" nlnr issimo vi r o . " 

Messius '-laximus. 3 : 20 , ' : 2o . 

Two letters are a.ddr esse,l to hirr or the 1·rt.roductio!"' of ~.he 

ballot into the no ~~n senate . 



'~et.tiua ~odestus. 1 :5. 

A dea.r f riend of Pliny ' s wro had been banished by Do-~i tia.n .. 

Monyanus. ?:29, 8 : 6 . 

C. Musonius. 3:II. 

1he father-in-law of Artemidorus. Pliny calls him a man 

whom "quantum lioitl.l."Tl est per aeta~e'l'l, oum admira-cione di lexi." 

Mustius. 9 : 29. 

Probably one of Pliny ' s workmen. for in t his letter, he 

is oriered to ae~ure part of the material f or the buildinr of 

a te11ple. 

Nonius ~'aximus. ~ : 20, o : 5. 

Nonl.US. r~ : 30 . 

A pnilantrropist • 

.:rundlus Pastor. I:I8. 

A client of Pliny's. 

Pater nus . 4:4. 

Pnulinus. 2:2, 9 : 3 , 9 : 3? . 

Fabius Postumius . 9 :13. 

A pleader. 

Praesens. ?:I3. 

A friend who en,joyed t he deli crhts o · courtr,y life. 

Cornelius Priscue. 3:21, 5 :20 . 

A "consl4laris." 

Serrana Procula. I :I4. 

The maternal ~rand-mot~er of 1 1nioianus Acilianus, w~o was 

regarded as an example of " gravi~ato , prudentia, fide orope Rin-



Perennius Pollio. 4:9. 

An advocate at the t r iul of -ru.li:.ts Bassus. 11 Rospondi t ~rer­

e~nius Pollio i nstanter et ~raviter ." 

Pornponius Rufus . 3:9, 4:9. 

"Consulari a.'' "E{"i t contra eum Po"lponius Rufus , vir par­

atus et vehemens." 

Rest~tmtus . 6:I7. 

A man of literary tastes, fo r Pliny addresses ~o him a l(t­

ter about a recent readin~. 

Claudius Restitutus . 5 : 9. · 

In all probability, he is ident~cal with the Res~it~~~s 

mentioned above. He was a lawyer, concerned in the trial of 

?larius Priscus . 

Robus .. us. 6:2b . 

A Roman '<nieht wro had disappeared fiOOn after leaving Or­

iculum, a town about forty miles fro~ Rome. 

Rufinus.8: l8. 

"Vir erre'!ius." .P11ny repo:arded him a.s of grea\. irnpor"tance 

and was p1eased at his complir.1entary remar "!(s . 

Treboniue Rufinus . 4:22. 

It was he wro forbade the cortinuation of the gymnaatic 

performancea in his province. 

Acilius Rufus. 7:27 , 6:20. 

Proconsul of Africa. 

Satrius Rufus. I :5. 9 : I3 . 

A pleader who upheld Publicius rertus, when e was ~ried 



as the destroyer of Hclvidius Pr~scus. 

8ur~iue Rufus . ~ :I9. 

Rusticue . 9 :29. 

Sabina. 4 : IO . 

She left rer estate to St.atiu.s Sabinus and Pliny. 

Sabinianus . 9 : ~4 . 

Pliny intercede'! in behalf of a freed·nan belonrsing to Sab­

inianus, wl:lo had i ncurred hie masLer•s displeasur e? 

Sahinus . 6 : I8 , 9:2, 9: I8 . 

A man with li tera.r y tastes who deli g.hted in reading Pliny ' s 

books . 

Statius Sab1 nua . 4 :10 . 

Doubtless ,identioal with the preceding one . 'P.'e and Pliny 

were ,ioi.lt heirs to So.bina• s property. 

So.turninus. 5:'7. 

}fe made Calvi sius Rufus and Pliny jo1nt heir s to his as-

tate. tre tras a citizen of Co,.,u"'!. 

Atilius scaurus. 6 : 2b . 

Ter entius Scaurus . ~ : I? . 

To hi ~ , Pliny sent an oration f o r c r i ti cism . 

Sos~ius Senecio . I : l3 , 4 :4 . 

¥.e was evidently of official impor tance , f oT Pliny requestd 

i m to secure the tribune-sl, ip f or C . Calv..~.aius . 

certorius Severus . o: I. 

Co-hei r with Pliny of tPe estate of Pornponia Galla. Also 



he held the office of prae·t.or. "Splendidus equee Roman us." 

s ever us.6 :277 9 : ~2. 

Consul designatus. 

An~i~~ severua. 3: 6 , o:I. 

Pliny was on very intimate t or ma wi tn ,_,im , and pro• .. ises to 

come to Vi3it him soon . 

Catilius sever us . 1:22 , ; ; !2. 

A dear friend , flhosa invJ tat ... on to din' er 1-'liny accepts. 

yrerenniuG severus . 4 : 2d . 

"Vir doct.issimus ." Evidently , a man of wealt.""', as he <le­

~i r ed to p lace in his library the sta~ue"' of Nepos and Cnt.o . 

. Tuliua Spar sus . 4 : 5 , d : :- I 

Of liter a ry tastes . 

Theophanes . 4 : 9 . 

A pleader at. the t r ial of ~uli~s Bassus. 

Tirno. I : o. 

~he h usband of Arrionilla. 

Cornelius ~1tianus. I : I7 , 9 : 3? . 

1 riaius. 6 : 2:3 . 

n e desired Pllry to undertake a. case fo r h.l'11 . 

Fabius Valcns. 4 : ?4 . 

.Tulit.ls Va.lerianue. ~ : I5 , 5 ; 4 , 5: r:· . 

Valerius Paulinus . 4 : 16 , ~ :19, 4. :9, IO : IOL'l , 10: !05 . 

"Consula.ris. '' ~· r ib~o.me at one t1me of thE pn etcrian "funrd, 



and also procurator of the province of Narbonensis in sou~rern 
Gaul. 

Venator. 9:20. 

An appreciative reader of Pliny. 

Attia Viriola. 6:32. 

A woman of splendid birth and hreedinp; wro was disinherited 

by her father. Pliny undertook her case, when she contested 

her father • a will. 

rorneliu3 Ursus. 4:9, 5:20? G:5, 6:13, 8:9. 

ProbablY a lawyer as Pllny•s letters to him describe in-

teresting law cases. 



CONCLUSION. 

Pliny 's friends and thei r activities m~ perhaps have sug­

gested several interesting thoughts to the reader of this paper. 

It m~ be that the number of rie friends surprises us, for as 

we read the letters we naturally note those with whom we are 

familiar, and thus overlook the minor ones. Thei r number is 

su.rprifting, until we stop to consider that any public man of to­

day could muster, in all probability a far greater nQ~ber. Very 

few public men, however, would be on auoh terme of perfect un­

derstanding with their friends as was Pliny. It may be the 

fault or the times we are living in, but it is certainly to be 

reatly regretted and deprecated that in our ima~ined over~crowd­

ed lives, we pass by 3uoh opportunities for friendship. surely, 

if anyone had a right to legitamatelY put forth the plea of lack 

of time, it was Pliny , for harassed as he was by his duties as 

pleader, ~riter, manager of his own large business interests, 

governor of a province• the fillinr of various municipal offices 

his position as critic and patron of young writers, we wonder 

how it was that he could be on terms of fami1inrity *ith his 

own relatives even. not to mention friends . 

Hie friends~ip was of no com~on sort either. for the one 

motto of his life wao "8ervice". :n this, he was a true Christ­

ian, and no one can think of hi~ as a pau,an, even tpo~~h he 

~orshipped. the gods of Rome . , His kindness to his slaves, his t 

thoughtful coneidero.tion for his family, his ea~erness to do 

for others, and his generous nature all seem to belong to a man 

who would put to shame the aver~e cnurch-me~>er of to- day . We 



find but one instanoe or his speaking a harsh word of any one, 

and that ia in regard to Regulus , of whom we heor noth~ng fav­

orable from othor writers. 

\ 
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