


'Twas The Night Before Christmas

¥¥

Published by Potlatch Forests, Inc.
Once Monthly for Free Distribution

to Employees

D"=b'~

Correspondents
Mabel Kelly .._ ..._...Potlatch
Charles Epling ..._. Clearwater
Carl Pease _ Headquarters
Roger Carlson _ _ Rutledge

TEN YEARS AGO
IN THE TREE

Pofu;t.ch nigh s.c.hool music-depart
menl, under the direction of Ray
Hinkley, broadcast over KFPY dur
ing the "Meet Your Neighbor" half
hoW' on Sunday, December 17.

o 0 •

The story in the OCtober issue of
THE FA1\fU.,Y TREE which told of
the tree public library at Potlatch,
brought a letter to the librarian, Mrs.
Jessie Metcalf, and the oUer of a
gift o( books and papers (rom Thomas
McCuIlock of the Weyerhaeuser sales
Company in Sl, Paul.

o • 0

Employees of Potlatch Forests,
Inc., saved $7,50Cl.5Cl during the past
year under the Christmas FUnd pro
gram. Through an arrangement with
the company, employees order deduc-

(Continued on page 5)
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The kids are all lucked in their
beds. The house has taken on a festive
appearance as you Iinish trimming
the tree. A f~llng of peace settles
over your home.

You feel different than you did
yesterday. Something akin to Godli
ness seems to fiow through your
body. You want to shout fTOm the
housetops "Peace On earlh-&ood v.ill
to all men."

For the third time you check the
presents, knowing that you have done
your level best to fill the kids' re
quests. Your heart swells in the an
ticipation ot their happiness in the
morning.

Maybe for the first time you re
:wze that Christmas tlas takcn on a
di..tf'erent meaning. You realize that
the job is in the giving, rather than
in the receiving.

You realize how your thinking has
changed. When you were as young as
those kids you just tucked into bed,
your thoughts were "what you were
going to get." and now you are think
ing "how much I can give."

To those kids whose shining eyes
will bring you a Cull measure ot hap
piness tomorrow, )'ou have given
lhlngs that ha\'e a dolJ.ars and cents
value. That is what they understand
best. But to your fellow men you are
giving a girt far above monetary
values--a girt of good. will.

The only true happiness in life is
found in givinC-giving good will to
your fellow men-giving your tamily

COVel"

Picture
This month's cover Is a pic.·

ture taken In Spokane or the
Red Fir tree that was donated
to the Bon Ma:rebe Department
Store for use as their Christmas
tree d1ll'iDc" the holiday sca.son.
This tree came [rom the Bovill
ioc-cm.- area and \\"lLS felled and
loa.dcd without loss of limbs.
by Les MalloI"]' and his erew
from Camp 42.

Li])erty Versus
Servitude

Liberty versus servitude is the sub
ject of the following statement br
Thomas Jefferson.

"I place economy among the lirst
and most important virtues, and pub
lic debt as the greatest of dangers III
be feared. To preserve our independ.
ence, we must not let our rulers lo.d,
us with perpetual debt.

"We must make our choice betWteI
econom:r and liberty. or profusicm
and servitude. U we run into such
debts, we must be laked in our tIlieit
and drink, in our necessities and ill
our comforts, in our labors and hi
our amusements. If we can pnvw
the government from .....asting the lao
bors or the people under the pretena
of caring for them, then they \\i11 br
happy.

"The same prudence which in prl·
vate li!e would forbid our paying our
money for unexplained projects, tor
bids it in the disposition of publi&.
money."

ATOJ.nc INVENTIONS; At
watch which is a tube of gas thnI\;.;.2.
which a continuous radio impulao
passes, can't run down, will kftt
correct time for many years.

The Sioux Indians had a prayer:
"Great Spirit, help me never to judre
another until I have walked hI"
weeks in his mooeasins."

Some folks have no respect for ap
unless it's bottled.



CHRISTMAS PARTY
and ESSAY CONTEST

The weekend of December 17 and 18 was filled with
Christmas parties, essay contests and many other activi
ties at Clearwater and Rutledge Units. Potlatch Unit held
their celebration December 24th.

HlfhUght or the Clearwaler party was the announce~

menl of the winners in th,e safety essay contest on the
subject, "Bow Dad Makes Safet.y Part of 1\1y Home Lite."
The roost surprised boy in the audience was ten-year-old
Gary Gare when he was seJected as the winner of the
e!lDY contest and the proud l' C r of the two-speed
Scll\\inn blke.

More than 2,000 employees and their families jammed
the Lewiston Senior High S~hool for their annual party.
Old St Nicholas distributed about 1,200 girts to the chil
dren between one and 12 years of age.

William P. Davis
The program included a welcome from William P.

Davis, president and general manager of PFI, the Rev.
Ralph Helseth who gave the invocation, music by the
Le\\'iston 5en.ior High School band under the direction
of J. Ross Woods, a specialty number by C. Ray Smigbt
and his horse Zara, selections by a string trio consisting
of Don Hines, Ray Moats and Tom ArmslTong, and Chris
mas carols by the Northern Idaho College or Education
male quarteL

Other winners in the essay conlest were: Second, Phil
Patterson, 12, son or MI. and Mrs. Clarence (Pat) Patter
$On, a camera with Dash attachment; thiTd, portable radio
by Brabara Paulson, 13, daughter or Mr. and Mrs. Ray
W. Paulson; fourth, fly rod and tackle, Dale Williams, 12,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Riley Williams; fifth, basketball, Iver
.Johnson, Jr., III son ot Mr. and Mrs. Iver Johnson; and
sixth, baseball mitt, J. Dave Summers, 8, son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Summers.

Judl'es
.Judges fOr the contest were: Dave Kay, managing di

rector of the Spokane area safety council; Mrs. Rolan Al
bright, executive of the Sacajawea Council of Camp Fire
Girls; and Harry Michelson, executive, Lewis-Clark Coun
cil of the Boy Scouts of America.

(Continued on page 7)

Clot'kll'lse around the pal:e, the pictures are:
SUla Claus IfneeUn/: Clearwater Unit emplo"e~s' cblldr~n (01

....In/: the Chr!stmu party.
Gary Ga/:e bu.m1n1f at bls pri:ze by w1nnlnC the Safety £uay

toatut.. With bhn It Clearwaler Safety Director CUt EpUnc.
Clearwater llnlt employe~.' children emercin&" from the free

tllow Saturd..,·, December Hth.
Part of the z,OOO people that crOWded the lliCh School audl_

IOrlwn. BUd Jones, In the (orclround, was muter of ceremonltll.



Members 01 the Spokane 1100 1100 ClUb stralnlnc
ot the Chrlstm:u tree In Spokane.

The proper means of Increasinr ihe
love we bear lo our nature counlrJ
is to reside sometime In a foreign one.

Idaho White Pine is used for paneling.
linlsh woodwork, siding and other gen·
eral construction puryoses.

;\hn; Say what you want about ....ODlen, bl1
did you e'·u Icnow one who would WIlSIe $2
"·orth of shotrun shells to shoot • 23-celil
r2.bblt; K1,'e II wliHer II sa·eent Up b«allH
he smiled III her; htre for $25 a boat 10 ,.
where the fish are not.

tric wires, to which were fastened 3s,o
colored lights, were draped over the
tree. On top or this, a large case of
"icicles," thin strip or aluminum roil
was scattered throughout the branches.

All lhe aforementioned wind did 10
the tree was to scatter most or the
decorations ltLroughout the city of Spo
kane and the job or.' decorating had to
be renewed.

Much or the credit (or accomplishing
this job should go to Les Mallory and
his crew. It was no small task to lower
the tree and load it without breaking
any limbs.

Les "'1lI11ors and his erew cuulnr the notch. Guy ropes were
used to lower the tree to the rround.

to the store by PFI to help bring the
spirit of Christmas to Spokane.

Negotiations for the tree started early
in October. Earl Rinheimer, Bovill
woods superintendent, said that he
could 'find the tree and a transfer com
pany in Spokane vrovide<i the cartage.

The first tree selected was a spruce
located in a meadow north of Bo,'ill.
It had a perfect shape. so perreet in fact
that it hid the schoolmarm about hall
way up the trunk. When Les Mallory
and his crew got the tree down and at
tempted to mave it the lTee brOke at the
point of the schoolmarm..

Finally Loaded

Another tree, a red fir, was selected
at a point between Bovill and Elk River.
On Armistice Day Les and his crew fell
this second tree and after several hours
of work managed to load it on the trans
fer ... limbs and all. State laws govern
ing width had to be observed which ne
cessitated tying the limbs back. Just as
darkness cast its shadows upon the
~cene, the transfer pulled out and made
its way t'O Spokane without any unfor
tunate incidents enroute.

The following day
the tree was placed
on the marquee by
a large hoist. Placed
in a specially pre
pared base, the tree
was chained to the
building with a steel
cable. The Spokane
chapter of the Roo
Dco Club decorated
the tree. More than
500 feet of alumi
num strips were
spil·a1ed around the
tree. Twelve large
and twelve small
"papier mache" or
naments were plac
ed on the boughs.
Five 139-root elec-

Tilt picture abol'!! shows Ole red tit In i1.5
natural state.

Belo"" ... the 5.1-I1\c red flr as Ole !110ut Or
·'T_l.m_b_e.r" <'.choed throuth llle air.

"

Bon Marche'
Christmas Tree

In the big blow o[ 1949 which uproot
ed large pine and fir trees throughout
northern Idaho and eastern Washington,
at least one tree. which is perched pre
cariously atop the marquee of the Bon
Marche department store in Spokane,
withstood lile 65 to 8S-mile an hour
gale. This 52·(001 red fir was pr~nted



OROFINO C. of C.
VISITS CAMP,Y

The abo"e picture Is one of the IlLDdln& at
~mp \'. At left ... pn of the &rOUP of the
Orollno Chamber of Commerc:e that were
&uesu of pf'l at Camp Y.

Potlatch Forests, Inc., were hosts
~o"ember 22 to the Orofino Cham
ber of Commerce at a luncheon and
1 lour of logging operations at
Camp Y. About forty-five members
IIi the Chamber from Orofino and
nearb}' areas "were present and took
pal't in the program.

Ed Rettig, assistant general
manager, acted as master of cere
monies. He told the group that the
Orofino trading area were partici
pants ill the annual paYl'Oll of $3,
195,000 and that the annual pro
duction from the Headquarters
logging area was approximately
136,000,000 board feet.

~lr. Rettig stressed that logging
loads are kept at reasonable height,
nights are well distributed and
speeds of trucks are kept to the
minimum to insure safety to other
road users.

Excellel1t Food
The guests were loud in their

praise of the excellent meal pro-

vided by Vern Craig, and his crew.
Many of them expressed the desire
to stay and have some more. Vern
added an extra service following
the trip to the landing by having
hot coffee and cookies available for
the group prior to their l'eturn to
Orofino.

The Chamber held their regular
business meeting during the meal
following which they were given
the opportunity to observe skidding
and loading operations at one of
the landings. They observed the
use of lO-foot bunks on company
trucks on the road from Elk Creek
to the camp. This road was con
sb'ucted, widened and surfaced by
the company.

Among those present were Mel
vin Snook, state senator, and Wal
ter Dinnison, state representati\'e,
both of Clearwater County; Law
rence Judd, county commissioner;
and Ebbe Bowdish, County Asses·
sor.

PFI personnel present in addi
tion to George Golassa, camp fore
man, and his crew, were Rettig,
Howard Bradbury, Clearwater log·
ging superintendent; L. K. Edel
blute, assistant logging superin
tendent i George Beal'dsmore, corn
p.lllY attorney; A. P. Hansen, land
agent; and Earl R. Bullock, pub
lic relations director.

TEN l.".:EARS AGO
(Continued from page 2)

lions from their monthly pay checks in
amounts they believe they can save. The
company keeps the money for them and
distributes rttese savings just before
Christmas.

• • •
G. -F. Jewett. C. 1.. BiUing"s, E. C. Ret

tig and Jack Baggs attended the con
gressional hearings in Portland. Oregon,
at the call of: Congressman Walter L.
Pierce of Oregon, to question public and
prh"ate landowners.

My plaln·spoken uncle aiwa~s ealls a spade
a '1p:loe ... exc:ept O:lee .....hen he dropped
one on Ills to~

Left, bdow . _ • another Kene from the truc:k \.a.ndin& abO"e Camp Orotlno Chamber of Commerc:e obsen-tn& the Inadbr open.tlons.
r. 011 the ri&ht .. " another scene llhowlD& the members of the



The pltture below shows Ule Iroup or Boy StOl11.1 from Troop 13~ sponsored by Ule Clear_
water Vnlt Foremen'. Council. Thli was the octaslon or the annual Christmas part}· that was
held at tho 80)' Scout cabin In Eut Lewliton. The Santa Claus helper was none other UlIlO
"Hap" Rndeck. forelJU1n nl the Pres-to-lnKS manufacturtnl.

CLEARWATER

Thirteen robust members of the Fore
men's Council left Saturday, December
lOth, tor BoviU on what has been term
ed "The Annual Christmas Tree Hunt."
From all reports there were no casual
ties, however, it is rumored that Phil
Reimnuth was a near casualty.

• • •
Lawrence Bashore. dry end foreman

of the Veneer Plant, le!tLewiston, De
cember 13th for Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
where he visited the plant of the Mor
gan Veneer Company. This company
has purchased (rom PFI two carloads of
Idaho and Ponderosa Pine veneer which
was CUI for door styles.

• • •
John Shepherd, training director for

PFI, and Lyle Arbuckle, woods safety
director, I'epresented PFI at a SaJety
Training Program in Boise during the
week of December 12. The training
COUl'Se was sponsored by the Idaho De
partment or Labor. This is Ihe first of
a series of six courses that have been
planned. Joe S. Perzella, Safety Promo
tion Specialist in the U. S. Dept. of La
bor, conducted the course.

• • •
Potlatch No. 1 Federal Credit Union

will hold its annual meeting January
151h at 2;00 p.m. at the plant cafeteria.
Business to be conducted is election of
oUicers for 1950 and declaring of divi
dends for the year 1949.

• • •
Santa Claus and his little helpers, Bud

Jones and Cully Bing, plus alllbe mem
bers of the Foremen's Council, were ex
tremely sorry when Santa's supply of
glfts were /U:hausted at the annual
Christmas party. GUts were ordered
[rom a survey taken the first part of
October, plus a ten per cent increase.
It seems that the Potlatch family is in-

creasing more. tban is realized_ How
e\'er, toys have been ordered and are
expected to be distributed before Christ~

mas.

RUTLEDGE

The big wind storm that hit the In
land Empire November 19th did little
damage to our plant except for the
large display window in the main office.
This window has a habit ot breaking
out under the slightest provocation.

The glass has been replaced in the
display window and t'he window has
been decorated for the Chrislman Sea
son. It consists of a Bible turned to the
chapter of St. Matthew with large
crosses and Biblical representations
forming the background.

• • •
At the end of November lost time in

jury statistics show a decrease oller the
previous year. To De<:ember 1, 1948,
there were II injuries and to the same
date this year there has been 8. Severity
has also been reduced for the same
period [rom 13.·U to 1.25.

• • •
Ten employees shared in the Christ

mas fund savings this year amounting
to $1200.00.

POTLATCH
Some 2,000 people joined in the fes

tivities at the Pollatch Mercantile Com
pany celebrating the renovation of the
grocery and meat departments. Refresh
ments and door prizes were provided
the Visitors.

• • •
Several Christmas celebrations were

held prior to the holidays. These con
sisted of programs by the first six
grades of the public school; midnight
Mass and carols at St. Mary's Catholic
Church; watch service 00 Christmas
E\'e and regular church services on
Christmas Day at the Community Pres
byterian Church; a program given by
the children on Christmas Eve at the
Lutheran Church; and on Friday ar~

lerooon, December 23rd, the big com-

Car Shortage
"We have just gone through the

worst car shortage since Clear.
water Unit started operation ill
]927," was the comment of Walter
Weisman, traffic manager, wben
Dave Troy, Clearwater Unit man.
a~er, . demanded more cars. The
situation has been greatly relieVed
and production has returned til
normal.

Clearwater Unit uses approxi.
mately 30 cars per day. DUt'ing
the period of October 15 to Novem.
ber 5 the mill received only 18 to
20 per day. The result wag shut_
ting down the shipping depart_
ments periodically. Potlatch and
Rutledge operated as usual and
were not curtailed because of this
shortage.

Weisman stated that the short.
age was caused principally by the
coal strike. Eastern lines hauled
only pay loads and left empties
concentrated in eastern ~md south.
eastern yards.

cunity Christmas tree service was held
in the gymnasium.

• • •
Sponsored by Robinson Post of tht

American Legion. with the cooperatlcn
of the local husiJless houses and POt
latch Forest'S, Inc., Santa Claus wID
come to the Community Christmas trtt
in Potlatch at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, De
cember 23rd. A program will be gi~'en

by the schools, including numbers by
Ihe Girls Chorus and the Brass Quar·
teHe dire::ted by Ralph Kennard. Also,
a play will be presented by the Masqut
& Dagger Club under dire<:tion of Mrs..
Alva Bennett.

All children included in School Dis
trict No. 285 are invited and will re
ceive treats from Santa. Another fea
ture of major interest which will takl'
place at this time will be the awarding
of the prizes in the sa[ety essay conU!St
I'ponllOred by the PoUatcb Forests, Inc..
for the school children.

Don't worry when you stumble. Re
member, a worm is about the only thinl
that can't fall down.

• • •
Idaho White Pine needles trOW I~

clusters of five. In common \\ith all
true white pines.

The eas~' workability and dimensional
stabilit)' of Idaho White Pine mllke il
one of the premier pattern makillJ
woods.

•
The plain. prim Uttle old lall.}' wllO sIOO'l

beSide a male CustOmer at a dep..nm~ntmit
tOUnter was nU,·oUS and emburassed; nNl
Lv 5be hId: "Plealll' /Ills... I'd ilke tWO plrk·
.. tes ol bath mom nalJon~rY:'

•
Bark of an Idaho White Pine tree is

thin and dark gray in color. Needles are
approximatel}' four inches long.



CA.;>,IP 6~WASBlNGTON CREEK
The great wind of November 27th

hlew down between 250 and 300 thou
sand feet of timber . . . mostly While
Pine, in the Camp 60 area. Eight gangs
of saws have been working to salvage
these trees.

CA1\IP X-ROBrNSON CREEK
The crew is beginning to get itchy feet

as Christmas vacation approaches. In
fact, the itch is so bad that about ten
or iiIteen of them will be flown out of
Camp X by Abe Bowler for their Christ
mas vacation. rn this way they will save
a full day.

the present logging site, production has
taken a decided turn for the better with
approximately 100,000 reet 8S a normal
production figure. There is still some
rugged terrain to log but it is believed
the worst is over.

seven saw gangs are on the job and
all are hoping the weather remains fa
vorable for logging.

Three gravel trucks were sent over
from Headquarters to aid in road con
struction.

ESSAY CO~'TEST

(Continued from page 3)
The following is the text of the win

ning essay by Gary Gage that won him
the top prize:

"1 am a boy ten years old. My dad
says to be a regular rough and tough
boy but to have sense when it comes to
safety. Don't do anything unsafe just to
make someone think )'ou tough. No one
should be classed or called a sissy if
one uses these simple safety rules:

~ly Dad Says
'THTh"K .•.•.

"1. Think-then look before crossing
a street.

"2. Think-what matches can do if
used wrong.

"3. Thlnk-all the time while riding a
bicycle.

"4. Think-that guns are 'always'
loaded.

"5. Think-and never touch any stray
electric wires.

"6. Think-take medicine only when
given by an adult.

"7. Think---o! the other fellow and
don't jump on his back.

"8. Think-while using a knife or
sharp tools.

"9, Think-and don't jump oU high
places.

"10. Think-be careful of strange an
imals.

"Oad and I have made a deal. He will
think safety on the job. 1 will t.hlnk
safety at home and at school. Then mom
and sis can have time to think happy
thoughts with no worry about us."

Roy Carroll, camp clerk, in his news
for THE TREE, expressed the desire to
wish everybody a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

• • •
CAMP Y-NORTB FORK

Logging operations and production
here are gaining steadily and should
be going at full strength very soon.

The other news sent in by Camp ':l
concerned the visit of the Orofino
Chamber of Commerce November 22nd.
This story is covered on page 4 of this
issue of THE TREE.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

CAJ.'\[P 6%-SNAKE CREEK
This camp got oU to a slow start in

log production due to bad weather, how
ever, road construction and other work
progressed rapidly. The road has been
graveled to the camp.

During the wind storm a large tree
fell across one of the General Loaders
with considerable damage. Fortunately,
none of the crew were working and no
nne was injured.

• • •
CAJ.'\IP T-ELK BERRY CREEK

This camp is still at full strength.
There are 11 gangs of sawyers and skid
ding operations on two landings. This
is in spite of the fact the mud is waist
deep.

The busiest man in camp is our freight
driver John Apfelbeck, better known
as the "Pres-to-logs Kid," It is his job
to get supplies from Headquarters to
camp regardless of weather and road
conditions.

CAMP 55-ALDER CREEK
The winter logging at Camp 61 is be

pnning to open up. There are 11 saw
pngs working on strips and 2 gangs
working on the burned area at Camp
59. The section crew is almost finished
with their ballasting for the old and
new track for this year.

The Camp 61 site is nearing comple
tion and are looking forward to mov
I!Ig into the new camp by Christmas.

• • •
CA.l\lP 58-l\IcCOl\1AS l\1EADOW

Having negotiated the steeper part of

HEADQUARTERS
Yes. we are still here! Annual Jam

boreeS of PFI take their toll as well as
\!It year-end inventories.

Professors Shepherd and Terlson visit
1.:5 each Wednesday for instruction of
camP foremen on job training.

The construction of the new Com
llItlDJty Hall has temporarily stopped.
.ill of the carpenters are concentrating
011 finishing the railroad shop building

""'-LDgging superintendent Howard Brad-
burY says that it is ideal logging wea
th8 and for the camps to keep pouring
l! on. He also warns the men to watch
(KIt or those stray limbs and jilpokes.
A logger might get out of production.
IDa\"e Troy: Note warning to camp
tl1refD,en).

Today we saw writer Jack McKinnon
Ith the following sign on his back
!).-\.~GER-EXPLOSlVE.

,sanh·--:-----:
• • • •

CA.')I:P 14-BEAVER CREEK
Since Thanksgiving a crew of 14 men

with 3 dozers have been building skid
roads In the Cooper Creek area. This is
preliminary work for the 1950 truck
hauling and skidding operations.

camp B is expected to close lor the
Yinter at Christmas and work will be
teSUIIled bere in the early spring.

• • •

TO OUR Er,1PLO\'EES . _ , Under the uw, we are obU:ed to make
.lll additional deduetlon [rom )'our PAY durinll: the eomJnll:" year.
Btflnnlnl: wIth )·ou.r oIanuan' pa)'day, your share ot the eon or the
Go\'ernme..lu Social Seeurlty prOll:ram 1.$ Inereased from t per eent
10 I~ per evu ot your e&nllnll:s. Tbe money 1.$ tUnled over by the
_pa.Il1' to the United Statu Government. The mueued dedue·

tIon Is made neeessary by taw to meet the e,·er·1neruslnll: eon or
Social Seeurlty benefits. Your eompUlY's share or the eost or Social
Seeurlty If also adJufted upward. From now on, the compUlY PA)'s
a tax equal to I~ pu cent or the payor e:acll. covered employee.
Combined emplo)'er-employe~ eontribnUolI$ tOward Social Seeurity
now equal 3 per cut o[ the payroU. At the pruent tl.lDe I~ per cent
is deducted on the Ont $3,000 of yonr annnal salary.

EVERYONE'S PAY HECK

p.y ToTh'_--l/7>..0.:::!::~~'5i!.-~~~~_-t9'-----~_Order Of \~
1 ;D
I ~/! 1" of my pay

7
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