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PRESENT STATUS OF THE WHITE PINE lca.rri ed 01;t . In brief , th!.s pro
jgram consists of two phases , (1) 

BLISTER RUST IN THE PACIFIC NORTH-Iemergency meas t res to prevent t he 

WEST. 

By---Ernest E. Hubert. 

!rapid spread of the disease , and 
1{2) experimental work to devise 
!control measures suitable to 
!western forest conditions. 
I The emergency program con-

In the Pacific Northwest the lsists of the eradication of the 
white pine blister rust has made !cultivated black currant , and the 
rapid progress in its spread from !enforcement of St~te and Federal 
Vancouver , Briti bh Columbia, where !blister rust quarantine ~ . 
it was first introduced in 1910, to ! The cultivated black currant 
points in Washington, Oregon and lis a common garden plant in the 
southeastern British Columbia , !Northwest and cons titute a sAri -
where it now menaces on one hand !ous menBce i n the spread of the 
the valuable stands of eugar pine !blister r ust . This currRnt is 
and on the other the vas t white ifa r mor·e sns ceptible to the dis-
pine belt 6f the Inland Emp i re. I ea se than any o t her cur•rant o ,.. 

In the fall of 1925 the ru~ t !goo seberry Rnd is capa~le of con
was found on white pine ~ in Bri.tish!t r·acting t he d is ea se at consider
Columbia within a few miles of t ne !able d :s t ~nce s fr 0m i nfected 
northern boundary of Idaho . It i 2. !p ines. 
quite possible tha t the ru~ t has I Dur ing t he time thA blister 

· already become established "in I r ust progrr:nn ha ~ been in opera-
northern Idaho , but r ema jns t n be l tion over 8,910 p l ant ings repre
di bcove red . At all event s it is l s en ti ng about 126 ,000 bushes of 
quite an easy matter for the ru~ t I Ct) l t iva t ed bl a ck cur r·ants have 
to spread into northe rn Idaho from jbP.e n e radi cated in the Northwest 
t he infected pine s acros s the bor- !regi on. Over 1,100 plantings 
der. Indicat ion !::l poin1 to a spread !'total i ng about 6, 950 bushes nave 
of 150 miles from the infected !been removed in I daho d uring this 
pines to c ltivated black currants . !period. TherA still remains a 
Fortuna t ely the spread from infect- !season ' s erad i cation work in the 
ed gooseberries and Clrrant~ to !Idaho regi on and the State Commie- • 
pines is us ually not mor than 300 !sioner of Agric ulture is acti vely 
yards. This fact encourages the !directing this work in the several 
attempt to control the disease by !counties of so uthern Idaho where 
the eradication of the most sus- !black currants are yet to be 
ceptible currant and gooseberry !found.. 
bushes within the white pine s tands l Quarantine measures have . 
and for 300 yards around them. lbeen passed by the states of Idaho 

Since the discovery of blisterland Oregon making it unlawful to 
rust in the West in 1921 , Federal, !pos s ess, propage.te or sell culti
State, and private agencies have lva ted black currants within the 
cooperated to prevent its spread :respective states . Such measures 
and s ecure its control. A general !are effective aids in preventing 
program of considerable magnitud e I t he spread of this di c· ease and 
has been formulated and is bei ng !both State and Federal quarantine 
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~fi ci als are working together to !mi l es of the sugar pines and call 
prevent t he shipment cf plants fromlfor a defense of this new battle 
infected into uninfected areas . Sol fr ont. Various re commendati ons 
far 12 v i olations of Fede ra l !were pas sed at this meeting cover 
quarantines have been rec orded and li ng the needed change s in the ten 
11 vi ol ations of State quarantines !year program and among these was 
have been noted. I s tr·es sed the need for a study of 

The experimental work on !the future yield and value of 
methods of local control is con- !present s tands of white pine re
ducted by the offi ce of Blister !producti on which lie in the path 
Rust Control , U.S. Department of !of the ·disease. In order to make 
Agricul t ure from the western field ! lo cal control effective and in 
office located at Spokane, Wa ~ hing- many cases possible . it is neces
ton. Experimental eradication of !sary tha t the owner calance the 
wild currants and gooseberries in !future value of these reproductiv( 
the forests of nort hern Idaho was !stands against the cost of local 
continued in the 1925 field season !control. It must te known at 
during which 4,260 a~res of f orest !least approximately whether or 
land were cleared of wild currants !not a young stand will prove of 
and gooseberries. This area had an! sufficient value 50 or 75 years 
average of 86 bushes per acre. !from now to warrant the yearly 
Work of a similar nature was also !cost of protection against the 
conducted in southern Oregon where !bl ister ru ~ t. 
1,874 acres of land were worked. I The University of Idaho thru 
Studies are also teing made on the lits School of Forestry is cooper
practicability of using chemicals luting with State and Federal 
in the eradicati on work. Fie l d !offi cial s in an effort to protect 
studies on the ecology of the cur- !Idaho's most valuable tree, the 
rants and gooseberries found in the!Western White Pine. The school 
white p i ne stands are yielding li s cooperating with the office of 
valuable information, and are to bejBl i ster Rust Control in carrying 
continued this season. lout control reconnaissance work 

Investigational work on the lin nort hern Idaho duri ng the sum
l i fe history of the rus t, the rela-lmer months, and will also aid in 
tive ease with which the various !certa in s tudies of local control 
currants and gooseberries may be- !methods. An a ttempt is bei.ng made 
come infected and their relative jby the Scho ol of Forestry to de
rating as spreading agents is beingjtermine the value of the five 
carried out by the Portland Branch !needle pine s of high elevations 
of the Office of Forest Pathology, jab water shed coverings. These 
Bureau of Plant Industry. Much of Jpines, commonly known as stone 
this work is being conducted 1n !pines, have little commercial 
heavily infected regions such as !value and grow on rugged summits 
the areas in western British Col- !near the timber line where they 
umbia. !help to cover and protect the 

At a special meeting of the jvery sources of our principal 
Western White Pine Blister Rust !streams . Should the blister rust 
Conference recently held at Port- !sweep thru these timber-line 
land Oregon, needed changes in the !pines and destroy taem little pro
ten year program were considered, ltection would be afforded the 
This situation was crought about !watersheds they once shaded, 
through the rapid and unexpected land streamflow water supply and 
spread of the disease southward in-lirrigation would perhaps reflect 
to Oregon where it threatens the lthe irreparable damage that was 
sugar pine stands of Oregon and !done. 
California. The rust is within 1701 


