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THE FOREST FIRE SEASON jued to deliver in quanti ty until 
········· ·····-··········· ············ ·················· !May 24 , when showers intervened . 

OF 1924 IN IDAHO !During the first ten days of May , 
······ ············ ······ ··············· I well ·meaning ranchers and lumberme .. 

With the fall rainR came the !furnished an abundance of ignition 
close of another fire eeason in !through their efforts to c lea r 
Idaho sufficiently unlike preced ing !land and b'Jrn Jogging slash at a 
seasons to give added weight to a jf8vorabJ.e time , and at a t ime of 
common saying among forest fi re lye:J.r whj.ch is so gene r ally ss.fe 
fighters t o the effect that the ab-j t hat the State f i re laws leave it 
normal and unusual sea"on ic the !open t ') burning without permit . 
average one here . Even tho ~ e long- !The combina tion commenced t o de ­
est associated wi th the fire game l l 1ver a few reportable fires dur­
in thi s region are unable 'tCJ recallling the last few days of April but 
another sea~ on with behavior f' imi- I n':l seri ous trorll: 1 e was exper ienced 
lar to the 1924 s eason . Briefly the luntil May 12, when. the combination 
high lights are : !of we"ather conditions took many of 

jthe fires out of hand and fanned 
1. Unusually light winter snow- ithem to dangerous propo rtions with­

fall followed by the driest April lin a few hours. Nearly two weeks 
and May ever recorded . jof dry , hot weather ensued and ail 

2 . A remarkably small numl:er ·of I protective agencies in the north 
lightning storms with those that lend of the State were taxed to the 
did occur of unusual severity . !utmos t to ge t forces into the 

3 . Unusual and heartily welcomel field to meet a condition that had 
relief in the shape of rain , with !arrived about six weeks earlier 
several damp , cold days , July 18 tojthan is usual even for a bad fire 
21. !year . 

4 . General fall rains marking 
the close of the season starting 
considerably later than usual . 

I 
I No very heavy losses of green 
jtimber resulted from these early 
!fires but there was a great deal 

It may be worth while to consider I of d.amage to young growth tn pre­
at this t ime what this combination lviously burned areas and in cut­
of conditions brought about and to lover areas . It is probable that 
endeavor to formulate plans which Ia number of these losses on pri­
will prevent a recurrence of the jvately-owned lond were not recog­
needless losses and expenses which lnized and not reported. There were 
resulted. !rathe heavy losses in de cked logs 

land logging improvements , and some 
Two principal requirements enter lm ·no r ones in logging equipment 

into the making of a forest fire : land ranch pr operty. Tbe total los­
first, 1here must be weather condi-lses were the largest ever sustained 
tions favorable to the drying out !so early in the season in a record 
of the fuel. Second , there must be !of sixteen years duration. A pro-
a spark to start t he fuel off . The jc lamation issued by the Governor 
unusually dry spr ing began furnish-jon May 13 prohibiting the unre-
tng the first requirement in a jstricted use of fire during the 
marked degree in April and contin- !remaind er of the month doubtless 
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was of great h·~ lp and 1ight ha.ve 
largely ~verte1 t~e damage which 
::lid occur had ~t been issued a we ek 
earlier . 

Following the r ins and C )Ol 
weathe1~ of late May and. early June , 
therf was a respite until the Jat­
ter part of J~ne , which gave all 
organizations an opportunity , after 
they had experienced a stern warn­
ing , to build up their organiza­
tions, open trails and telephone 
lines and make full preparation for 
the strenuous ~eriod which follow­
ed. It is safe to say that t he 
strongest fire protective forces 
which ever took the field in Idaho 
were on the ground to meet the sit ­
uation before July 1 . These for ces 
unquestionably prevented heavy los­
se s during two critical periods 
later in the summer . 

· rt, .... they are knowr: to be large . 
IR~.her generql rains followed by 
d'lm~~ , co::;l we·1..ther .fc ,4 several da~. 

lret in on July 18 . During this pe­
l riod all organizations gained ful~ 
lcoatrcl of their exiPting fires . 
I 
I R~~ner serious conditions agai n 
I existed ir1 late Augu_st and early 
ISeptAmber nnd ~orne losses were 
Jsustqined , bJt at flJ time after 
!July 20 were fire protect ive or­
lganizations severely taxed t o 
lmeet the situ~tion . 

I 
I So far as they are completed 
land availatle at t his time t he 
lf ire statistics for the Feason 
Jare given belcw . Furt1er ch e cking 
land compilation of the records 
lwi Jl m~ke only minor changes . 
I STATISTICS 
!FIRES : Causes . 
I Lightning ........................... 921 
I Railroads ........................... l46 
I Camp fires .............. .......... l91 

One of t he most severe electric 
storms that has hap~ene1 in years 
swept over the Clearwater reg:on 
the night of July ~ . In the Clear­
water regi on alone over a hundred 
fires were set by thi' storm and 
others wn ich followed during the 
next two or three 1ays. This series 
of storms also extended , with less 
severity , to other parts of the 

I Smokers ................................... 236 
I Brush burning ............... 146 
I Incendiary ........................... l 5 
I Lumtering ....................... -..... 89 
I Mi see llaneous .............. -.. 59 
I Unknr:·Nn .................................... 64 
I 
I 

state and a great many fires were I 
handled during tbe first twenty daysl 
of July with locses tha t were small ' 
considering condit ions during that 
period . The National Forests north 
of Salmon River alone handled 488 
fires in the first twenty days of 
July. Figures for other agencies 
for the period are not available 

Timber 
Burned 

M. Feet B.M. 

National Fore st Land ...... l2 ,000 
Other Lands ................................. l 7 , 480 

Totals ............ 29, 480 

Total ......... 1867 
Classes 

A .................... ............................ l200 
B ............................ ·-··········--·····383 
C ......................................... .......... 284 

Class 
Class 
Class 

Young 
Growth 
Kil led 
Acres 
13 , 500 
10 , 350 

23 ,850 

TotaL ....... l 867 
A-less than t acre . 
B-i a c re to 10 a cres . 
C-over 10 a c r es . 

Damage to 
logs , improve­

ments , etc. 

$8 , 600 
55 ,000 

$63 , 600 



' 
Total 

Acreage 

National Forest Land s ...... 20,6le,OOO 
All other forest lands ...... 2,324,000 . 

Totals ........... -.. 22, 940 1 000 
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Area 

Burned 
1924 

:38,273 
69,688 

107,961 

Percentage 
Burned 

1924 
.0018 
.0299 

.0048 

Perhaps one of the mo s t outstand-1 Ano~her promising line of fire 
ing and hopeful signs in connectionlresearch work carried on at the 
with the season 's work i ~ t he in- !Priest River Station has to do 
terest taken by the various ag- !with long range weather f orecasts 
encies in the relation of weather !which pr!-dict thirty days in a.d­
to forest fires. Weather rec or ds !vance or for entire seasons . Such 
were more generally kept and more !forecast s have been carefully in­
closely scanned than ever before. lvestigated and those based on sun­
Several instruments for measuring jspots especiaJly seem to promice 
and recording relative humidi ty Ivery useful results. 
(air moisture) were install ed by I 
the various protective organi~a- I Idaho's fire losses for the sea­
tiona and Ubed to point an index tojson, although r elatively small, 
fire conditions. At t he Priest Riv-jwere still too large because they 
er Forest Experiment Stati on i nten-jwe re ch ie f ly of a preventable na­
sive s tudies of fuels and fi re lture. The practice of forestry on 
weather conditions were carried on !large scale in Idaho 1s imposs ible 
with promising results.At this sta-jwithout effective fire protection, 
tion radio forecasts from Pacific I The lumber industry cannot continu· 
Oo~st weather forecasters were reg-lindefinitely on it s pre s ent scale 
ularly received and made use of. lin Idah o unless fire losses are 
The 36-hour weather forecasts of !greatly reduced. The annual cut of 
the U.S. Weather Bureau were re- !t imber, plus the annual fire loss, 
ceived by wire at Forest Supervi s- lis in excess of the highest esti­
ors' offices in North Idaho each !mates of annual timber growth. 
morning and were given considera- !Which shall it be, fires, smoke, 
tion in planning the day's work. A !devastated lands and uncertain and 
careful check for the 1923 sea- !destructive stream flow, or a lum-

' son showed that these forec aste at-lber industry that can continue 
tained an accuracy of 82 per cent !indefinitely to bring a revenue of 
for that season. Records are avail-115 or 20 million dollars a year 
able which will enable a similar !into the State and still leave us 
check of their accuracy this year. !forested mountains which will 

!deliver a regulated flow to the 
A study which contemplates the !streams? The choi ce rests with the 

prediction of lightning has yieldedlpeople of the State. 
much valuable information concern- I The great outstanding needs for 
ing this one nonpreventable caus e jbetter forestry in Idaho are: 
of more than half of the forest I 
fires in Idaho. The study is arous-1 1. Consiructive new forestry 
ing new and broadened interest in allegislation. 
topic hitherto regarded as a c losed! 2. Technical fore f t adminis-
book. Lightning fires were this ltration permanently free from po-
season dealt with more successfullyjlitical vicissitudes. 
than ever before in the history of I 3. Additional funds for fire 
Idaho fire protection. Increased !protection. 
knowledge and appreciation of the I 
subject played its part, along with! KEEP FIRES OUT OF IDAHO FOREST3 
more improvements, better equip- I 
ment, and closer organization. I IT CAN BE DONE 


